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Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission

Minutes of Regular Meeting Held

October 24, 2006

The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission held a meeting on October 24, 2006, at 9:00 AM in the second floor conference room of the Horseman’s Office at Delaware Park, 777 Delaware Park Boulevard, Wilmington, Delaware 19804.

The following Commission members were present:

	Bernard J. Daney, Chairman

	W. Duncan Patterson, Jr., Secretary/Commissioner

	H. James Decker, Commissioner

	Edward J. Stegemeier, Commissioner


The following Commission members were excused:

	Debbie Killeen, Commissioner


The following individuals also were present:
	Kim Wilson, Esq., Deputy Attorney General, on behalf of the Commission

	James Hanley, Esq., Deputy Attorney General, on behalf of the State

	Richard H. Cross, Jr., Cross & Simon, LLC, on behalf of Scott Lake

	Scott A. Lake, Owner/Trainer, Appellant

	Wallace C. Neilson, Trainer for David Neilson, owner of TEXAS PIONEER

	Ann M. Calligan, RMR, Wilcox & Fetzer Ltd., court reporter

	John F. Wayne, DTRC, Executive Director

	John T. Peters, D.V.M., DTRC, Supervising Commission Veterinarian

	Greg Petkiewicz, Delaware Park, Sr. Vice President of Racetrack Operations

	Francis J. Swift, DTRC, Inspector

	Frederick Burkhardt, DTRC, Associate Steward

	Ramon Rodriguez, TRPB Agent

	Joseph Rudisill, Delaware Park, Sr. Vice President of Compliance

	Joseph Strug, Dalare Associates, Laboratory Director

	William Fasy, Delaware Park, Chief Operating Officer

	Sam Abbey, Delaware Park, Racing Secretary

	Bessie Gruwell, DTHA, Executive Director

	D. Scott Peck, DTHA, President

	Pedro L. Badilla, Asst. Trainer for Scott Lake

	Jack Ireland, Reporter,  The News Journal

	Gary Katz, Esq., Owner/Trainer

	Larry Saumell, Jockeys’ Guild Regional Manager


1.
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME

Chairman Daney called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM and welcomed those in attendance.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon a motion duly made (Patterson) and seconded (Decker) minutes from September 19, 2006 were approved as submitted.

3.
OLD BUSINESS


A.
DTRC Rule 6.0:

At its September 19, 2006 meeting, the DTRC, upon a motion duly made (Decker) and seconded (Patterson) amendments to DTRC Rule 6 were approved as submitted.  On October 24, 2006, Commission Counsel raised questions as to form and upon a motion duly made (Stegemeier) and seconded (Decker) amendments to DTRC Rule 6 were approved as originally submitted on September 19, 2006.

4.
NEW BUSINESS


A.
2007 License:

Upon a motion duly made (Patterson) and seconded (Decker) 136 days of live-racing were approved.

The Commission also approved Delaware Park’s request for 363 days of simulcasting during 2007.  By law, two days are considered dark, they being Easter and Christmas.  Those dates during 2007 are April 8 and December 25, 2007.  The Commission requested a formal request of specific live racing days at the January 10, 2007 meeting.  This approval of live and simulcasting dates would enable Delaware Park to move forward with their simulcasting contracts for 2007.   The 2007 license will be issued at the November 15, 2006 meeting.  There will be no meeting of the Commission during December, 2006.


B.
Capital Improvements:

The Delaware Racing Association distributed its 2007 capital improvements plan and the Commission agreed to review for its next meeting, November 15, 2006.


C.
Decision & Order:

Decision & Orders for NAVARRO and for GARAYUA were distributed for review and returned to Commission Counsel for correction.

5.
REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


A.
Summary of Activity Report:

Report submitted for period September 1 – 30, 2006.


B.
ARCI 2007 Fall Meeting 09/28/06-10/02/06 – Region 8:

Thank you to Doc Mitchell and staff, especially Linda Lacy and Sharon Dorsey, Charles Town Racing/Penn National Gaming and all of our attendees and guest speakers.  John Blakeney, Executive Director of the Ontario Racing Commission, has invited the ARCI Region 8 members to hold their meeting in Toronto next fall, 2007.  Details will be forthcoming at the ARCI winter board meeting in Tucson, Arizona.  


C.
Thoroughbred Owner’s and Breeder’s Association  (TOBA) Graded Stakes Committee:

A letter under the signature of the DTRC Executive Director went out on October 23, 2006 to the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeder’s Association (TOBA) ensuring that the Commission would continue to comply with the Graded Stakes Committee “super testing” of Graded Stakes during 2007.  There are presently five Graded Stakes at Delaware Park.  It is hopeful that the Grade II Delaware Handicap will be considered for Grade I status as well upgrading the other showcase events at Delaware Park.  The other Graded Stakes are the Delaware Oaks Gr II, Kent Breeder’s Cup Gr III, Obeah Gr III, and Endine Gr III.


D.
Dormitory Inspection – October 17, 2006:

Mr. Greg Petkiewicz arranged a tour of the barn area with Mr. Hal Hopkins to inspect areas identified in a photo package that was prompted by a letter to the Governor's office via Mr. John F. Porter III, a cousin of Mr. Rick Porter, owner.  Inspection of the two separate shower facilities that had been previously inspected, were found to be in a current state of "very sanitary" condition.  Shower stalls were disinfected and power-washed and new shower curtains and appointments installed. An extended fence had been constructed near barn 22 to prevent horses from entering a culvert area and advised that other fencing was planned and would be completed soon.  Dormitory 47 (near barn 32) was inspected and was noted as being officially closed.  Residents of that building were moved to other dormitories in the stable area.  It is believed that this building will be taken out of service.  Two new dormitory

buildings were also toured while work was being done on them to get them ready for use.  Several other sites were seen where new dormitory buildings would be placed, replacing older structures.  All of the projects observed displayed a positive approach to improving living and working conditions in the stable area.

5.
REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (continued)

D.
Fiscal Year 2008:

Copies were distributed for review by the Commission of DTRC’s portion of the DDA Internal Program Unit Summary Report for fiscal year 2008.  Upon a motion duly made (Decker) and seconded the matter is moved to the Commission’s next meeting, November 15, 2006.

6.
REPORT FROM COMMISSION VETERINARIAN


A.
2006 Breakdown/Injury Statistics:

Report submitted through October 4, 2006.

Statistically speaking we’re doing well thanks in large part to the fine job Mr. Ken Brown is doing maintaining the condition of the track.


B.
Mosquito Control:

The State Veterinarian, Dr. Robert Ricker reported that sentinel chickens in the vicinity of Delaware Park, reported hits for West Nile Virus.  Mr. Tom Rand from Mosquito Control has since sprayed and presently no other reported activity.

C. Rhinopneumonitis:

There was a veterinary alert during the week in which five horses at Monmouth Park were suspected of having Rhinopneumonitis (Equine Herpes Virus).  Restrictions at Delaware Park were immediate with any horses shipping to Monmouth or Meadowlands would not be permitted re-entry to the Delaware Park stable area.  Tests of those suspected horses are pending confirmation.  Horses within the last two weeks that were racing in New Jersey, comprising a list of approximately 41 equine, will be checked by Dr. John T. Peters and staff to ensure that there are no symptoms of the virus.  Three barns at Monmouth Park have been placed under quarantine.  The original suspected horse with the virus had shipped to Monmouth Park on October 12, 2006 from Woodbine Race Track in Ontario, Canada.


D.
“Certificate of Vaccination” Security:

The February 3, 2006 order by the Delaware Secretary of Agriculture that all horses entered for racing or showing within the State of Delaware present a “certificate of vaccination” for Equine Influenza and Rhinopneumonitis has proved to be a safe and worthwhile program. 

7.
REPORT FROM DELAWARE THOROUGHBRED HORSEMEN’S ASSOC. (DTHA)


A.
Delaware Certified Thoroughbred Program:

Report submitted through October 23, 2006.

8.
PUBLIC COMMENT

A.
Chairman Daney recognized Mr. Larry Saumell

1. Access to the Jockeys:  Mr. Saumell stated he can get in the Jockey’s break room but cannot get in the Jockey’s dressing room.  Mr. Fritz Burkhardt confirmed the Stewards’ received a call from the riders complaining about distractions in their dressing room and preferred contact with their Regional manager in the common areas on the third floor.  Those wishes of the Jockeys were passed on to any authorized visitors.

2. DJH&WBB November 6, 2006 Meeting:  Commissioner Stegemeier (Chairman of the DJH&WBB) reminded Mr. Saumell of the November 6, 2006 meeting.

8.
APPEAL BEFORE COMMISSION

A.
Mr. Scott A. Lake (ADT2-211) – Verbatim minutes recorded

Trainer LAKE has filed an appeal to a Stewards’ ruling carrying a 30-day suspension and $1,000.00 fine.  Mr. LAKE received the penalty after his horse, “SECRET RUN” tested positive following the 5th race on June 7, 2006 for the prohibited medication, Clenbuterol.

The Commission upheld the Stewards’ ruling in this matter.

10.
ADJOURN


Chairman Daney adjourned the meeting at 12:26 PM.
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