
 TOURISM ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES
December 16, 2009
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.
Delaware Economic Development Office

Large Conference Room

Dover, Delaware
Attendance

George Fiorile (Board Member)
Susan Graham (DTO)
Kay Wheatley (Board Member)
Linda Parkowski (DTO)
Ann Watkins (Board Member)
Kate Kreppein (absent)
Megan McGlinchey (Board Member)
Sarah Willoughby (absent)
Xavier Teixido (Board Member)
Cindy Small (absent)

Danielle Rice (Board Member)
Scott Thomas (SCCVB)
Heath Gehrke (Board Member)

The meeting of the Tourism Advisory Board was called to order by board member George Fiorile at 10:00 a.m.
Introduction of New Members

Introduction of a new member for the Tourism Advisory Board Member was given to, Heath Gehrke from Lewes, Delaware.  Heath Gehrke is Director of Ferry Operations of the Cape May Lewes Ferry.
Approval of Minutes
 

The minutes from the meeting September 30, 2009 were reviewed and approved.  
The New Delaware Tourism Office
 

Tourism Director Linda Parkowski presented the Delaware Tourism Office report.  The report detailed the accomplishments and path forward for the Delaware Tourism Office.
PAT Reports
DTO Director Linda Parkowski presented the PAT reports.  She stated the reports showed a decline in receipts as compared to same time last year.  It was felt that the economic down turn was a contribution to this decline.
New Tourism Budget

DTO Director Linda Parkowski reviewed the current budget recently passed for FY2010 by the General Assembly.  It was noted now in the FY10 budget, that there is now a cap on the income that the tourism budget will be able to receive.  Any excess amount collected over $1,784.3 received will go back into the General Fund.  

Legislative Issues, including J.F.C. Hearing
Kay Wheatley discussed TEB.
It was discussed how TAB could support the DTO and the (“cap” being the most important) to review with Governor Markell and Secretary Levin and with the legislator during JFC.  All TAB members were encouraged to attend JFC during the Tourism Office JFC presentation and to support their upcoming initiatives.
I95 Visitor Center Update
 

TAB board members discussed the progress for the I95 Visitor Center.  The current center has been demolished to the ground, plans to reopen in June of 2010. Concern was expressed regarding who would be responsible for staff management and funding, also what hours would be needed for staffing and how many staff members would be required? Kay Wheatley met with Secretary Wicks and there are still issues that need to be addressed as lack of funding is a large portion of dissention.  A meeting is being scheduled between Secretary Wicks and Director Levin to discuss further.
Public Comments from Guests
 

TAB members are excited with the new dedicated staff to the DTO and are already seeing positive results due to the dedicated efforts that DTO has established within the three niches of DTO – Meetings and Conventions, Group Tour and Sporting Events. 
New Business
 

None

Adjourn
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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