DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 20, 2010
Members Present: Lardizzone, Kitson, Carroll, Corsa, Evans, Goss, Harden, Keithley, Lank, Newstadt, Thompson and Wasson 
Members Excused: Sarg, Timberman and Weir
Staff Present: Davila and Peterson
Guests: Peg Tigue, Director of Development and Stephanie Przybylek, Executive Director (Delaware Military Heritage and Education Foundation), Bill McMullen (AF Sergeants Association), Ed Moczulski (LP Lo-DEL), David Rich (DOL) and Charles Dorman (VAMC Director), Renee Adams (EFTC) and Bettylou Evans (American Legion)
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to our Nation’s Flag.

Chairman Lardizzone opened the meeting by introducing the guests.

Ms. Przybylek spoke about the Delaware Military Heritage and Education Foundation’s projects and goals. Ms. Przybylek requested feedback and asked the Commissioners to share the literature she provided. Ms Przybylek also spoke about the Delaware Military Heritage Weekend.   
Mr. McMullen reported that the AF Sergeants Association’s Division Conference is scheduled for May 28-30, 2010, at the Sheraton in Dover.

Mr. Rich reported that the “Veterans Stand Down and Employment Expo” is scheduled for October 15, 2010, and he will continue to provide updates as it develops. He spoke at the Medal of Honor luncheon at the Middletown VFW on March 25, 2010. He also spoke this past weekend at a Veterans Thank You celebration in Townsend.  He announced a Tuskegee Airmen scholarship dinner will be held on May 1, 2010. Commissioner Carroll inquired about the last Veterans Stand Down and Mr. Rich provided a summary of details. 
Mr. Dorman reported on the Homeless Summit held this month and talked about some of the short-term ideas addressed to help homeless veterans and related funding issues. He spoke about current and future renovations and reported they are on target with the spend plan. He also reported their Quality of Care figures continue to improve and are the highest so far and their Ease of Access scores are also increasing. They currently rank #4 in outpatient satisfaction and their inpatient scores are not as good; but they are working on them and they are still higher than many local hospitals in the area. 
Mr. Peterson reported on the pavilion construction project and provided an update on the Veterans Home. He discussed the option of moving the canteen and proposed gift shop into a volunteer operation, but is unable to find enough volunteers and is asking the Commission for assistance. He explained his desire to expand the canteen hours to accommodate visiting family members.  He also discussed transportation wishes and how the vehicle would be used. 
MOTION BY CORSA TO RAISE THE RATES OF THE DELAWARE VETERANS HOME BY $5 EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2010, AND ANOTHER $5 THE SUBSEQUENT YEAR, SECONDED BY GOSS, MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION BY HARDEN TO ACCEPT MARCH COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY GOSS, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Commissioner Wasson reported they held a Family Advisory Committee meeting at the Northern Cemetery on April 14, 2010, and discussed Cemetery renovations.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Commissioner Thompson reported that they are still waiting for a meeting date between the Commission and the Legislative Veterans Affairs Committee.
PERSONNEL
Commissioner Thompson reported interviews were conducted recently for the Administrative Specialist III and Equipment Mechanic IV positions at the Northern Cemetery.  Decisions should be made by the end of the month. The administrator of the Northern Cemetery has announced her resignation and the personnel committee should meet in June to select her replacement.  

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Carroll (MOPH) – On May 8, 2010, there will be a 5K Run at Dover AFB and his organization will be providing some awards and also manning the water station.  The Department Convention is scheduled for June 5, 2010, at the DAFB Museum.  On August 9, 2010, Purple Heart recipients will be recognized at the Blue Rocks game. They are planning to invite all KIA OEF/OIF families they can reach at no cost and Purple Heart recipients will be half price. The MOPH has replaced their flag supply at the Bear Cemetery.  Their organization is involved in presenting awards for the JROTC & ROTC programs.  They will be attending the Patient Carnival on May 1, 2010.
Corsa (VVA) – On May 22, 2010, they will participate in the "NAM JAM" at the Dover American Legion.  Mr. Dorman asked about the progress of the Georgetown Vet Center and Commissioner Corsa provided an update. 
Evans (American Legion) – He attended the “Welcome Home” Ceremony for the 262nd National Guard unit.  The American Legion State Convention is scheduled for the 2nd weekend in July at the Sheraton in Dover.
Goss (KWVA) – They have placed their organizational plaque in the Veterans Home.  They are working on the 2nd Annual Golf Tournament at the Peninsula Golf and Country Club in Millsboro, DE. POC:  woundedwarrior07@aol.com.
Harden (WAVES) – At their meeting last month, one of their members told them about an oil painting she has been working on for a MOAA fundraiser. 
Kitson (VFW) – The Military Order of the Cootie will be at the Patient Carnival on May 1, 2010.  There will be a “Welcome Home” parade in Harrington on May 8, 2010, at 10:00 am; participants must wear something that shows they are veterans. The VFW State Convention is scheduled for June 11-12, 2010, at the Sheraton in Dover.  The Cootie Grand Scratch will be on June 13, 2010. The VFW National Convention is scheduled for August 21-26, 2010, in Indianapolis and the Cootie Supreme Scratch is scheduled for August 26-29, 2010, also in Indianapolis.  
Keithley (40 & 8) – They had their nomination of new officers and nine new members. On May 1-2, 2010, the Mid-Atlantic Eastern Conference will have their delegation at Dover.  
Lank (MOWW) – They are very active with the awards program with the ROTC units in all the schools. On June 6, 2010, they will dedicate their MOWW plaque at the Delaware Veterans Home.  Their new commander is Col Dick Chapel. 
Lardizzone (DAV) – The Connecticut DAV State Convention will be held April 29-May 1, 2010, and the New Jersey DAV State Convention will be held June 8-11, 2010.  The Department of Delaware Convention is scheduled for June 25-26, 2010.  The DAV National Convention is July 31-August 3, 2010, in Atlanta, GA.
Newstadt (JWV) – They are preparing for their poppy drive.  The JWV will be hosting the Memorial Day Ceremonies at the Delaware Memorial Bridge on May 30, 2010.  Their Installation luncheon is scheduled for May 16, 2010.  He also attended the “Welcome Home” Ceremony for the 262nd National Guard unit. 
Thompson (MCL) – On Saturday, April 24, 2010, the MCL will hold their Department quarterly meeting at the Armory in Dover. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Commissioner Carroll announced that the MOPH will not be able to participate in the Newark Memorial Day Parade.

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION

Commissioner Newstadt mentioned the issue of events being planned too closely together and there was discussion about utilization of the Commission website when planning events.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
MAY 18, 2010 (10:00 AM)

LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED
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