DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 17, 2010
Members Present: Lardizzone, Kitson, Carroll, Corsa, Evans, Goss, Harden, Keithley, Lank, Newstadt, Sarg, Thompson, Wasson and Weir

Staff Present: Davila and Peterson
Introduction of Guest(s): David Rich (DOL), Bettylou Evans (American Legion), Mike Rowe (LP Lo-DEL), Renee Adams (EFTC), Rich Magner (MOPH), Eileen Mapes (Delaware Assistive Technology Initiative) and Regina Brown (DE Federations of Garden Clubs)
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to our Nation’s Flag.

Chairman Lardizzone opened the meeting by introducing the guests.
Mr. Rowe indicated that he met with incarcerated veterans who are interested in writing to soldiers and are seeking to find an organization that could assist him with connecting these veterans with soldiers. 

Ms. Mapes provided a presentation and information on the services available through their organization. 

Ms. Brown provided an overview of her organization and requested funds. 
Mr. Rich provided an update on the October 08, 2010 Delaware's 2010 Veterans Stand Down & Employment Expo. He reported on proposed changes being implemented to assist veterans at the Department of Labor and future changes he would like to implement to correct currently imbalanced programs. Mr. Davila provided additional information pertaining to assisting veterans; especially disabled veterans. 
Ms. Adams reported that the Department of Labor is offering training for customer service and training for homeless veterans.  For additional information, contact Kevin Gunning at (302) 857-5870. She announced that the date for the Christmas Celebration will be held on Sunday, December 12, 2010, from to 12:00 noon – 4:00 pm, at the Walter L. Fox Post 2, American Legion.
Mr. Peterson provided a monthly report for the Delaware Veterans Home.  He reported that he attended the conference for the National Association of State Veterans Homes.  The week of October 3rd is National Nursing Home Week and they are planning some events in the Home.  He will provide additional information in September. The Delaware Veterans Home is looking at hosting their Regional Directors Conference in May 2011. Mr. Peterson also announced they are working on the budget and appropriate approvals to open the Blue Wing. 
MOTION BY HARDEN TO ACCEPT JULY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY WASSON, MOTION CARRIED.
Commissioner Sarg wanted it noted that he asked about the Executive Committee Plan and not the Strategic Plan for the Veterans Home during the August meeting.
CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Commissioner Wasson reported that the Cemetery construction and improvements are continuing. The Northern Family Advisory Cemetery Committee (FACC) has a meeting scheduled for October 2010. Mr. Davila elaborated on construction, improvements and grants awarded at both Cemeteries. 
PERSONNEL
Commissioner Thompson reported that Southern Cemetery is fully staffed and the Northern Cemetery has one vacancy. 
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Carroll (MOPH) – Rich Magner was elected MOPH Department Commander for Delaware. 
Evans (American Legion) – Their National Convention will start on August 28, 2010, in Wisconsin.  They had a very successful State Convention this past July 2010.
Goss (KWVA) – They are working on their State picnic that will be held on September 17, 2010, in Dover.
Kitson (VFW) – He will leave on Friday, August 20, 2010, for Indiana to attend the National Convention and the Supreme Cootie Scratch. 
Keithley (40 & 8) – They had their Grand Prom this month.  They are going to have a WRECK on September 19, 2010, to initiate new members. They serve breakfast at Walter Fox Post 2 every third Sunday and the cost is $6 per person. 
Lank (MOWW) – They will start up their meetings again on September 14, 2010.  Their picnic in July 2010 went off very well and they had a good summer.
Lardizzone (DAV) – They had a good National Convention in Atlanta, GA.  The President of the United States attended and provided comments. 
Newstadt (JWV) – They have changed the date of the 2011 JWV Officer Installation and luncheon so they may participate in the 2011 Newark Parade. He reported on current and past trips taken by the JWV.
Sarg (MOAA) – He commented that the month of August is the ideal time for individuals to get together with their elected officials.  He reported on issues of concern and actions he has taken. He answered questions and indicated more information could be found at http://moaa.org/ . 
Thompson (MCL) – They are currently holding their National Convention in Washington, DC. 
Wasson (DELVETS) – Chapter 1 in Wilmington will have a pig roast on September 21, 2010, and their proceeds will go to the Wounded Warriors Fund. 
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Davila announced the third Women Veterans Symposium and Expo is scheduled for April 16, 2011, at DelTech (Terry Campus) in Dover. He spoke briefly about projected topics and activities. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mr. Rich provided the contact number for the upcoming Stand Down as (302) 349-4898.

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION

Commissioner Lank asked how the electronic version of “The Centurion” was working out and Mr. Davila reported the statistics.

Commissioner Newstadt brought up the subject of ID cards for military discounts and discussion followed. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
SEPTEMBER 21, 2010 (10:00 AM)

LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED
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