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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
Board of Examiners in Optometry
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Thursday, April 19, 2007 at 4:00 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Blvd., Dover, Delaware


Conference Room A, Second floor Cannon Building

MINUTES APPROVED:
July 19, 2007
 

MEMBERS PRESENT

Dr. Sonja Biddle, President, Presiding 

Dr. Charles Simon
Nichole Anderson Easton, Public Member

Ruth Banta, Public Member

DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT

Abby Adams, Deputy Attorney General

Renae JC Bailey, Administrative Officer
James Collins, Division Director

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Dr. Carl Maschauer, Secretary
ALSO PRESENT 
none
CALL TO ORDER
Dr. Biddle called the meeting to order at 4:20 p.m. 
REVIEW OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the minutes of the February 15, 2007 meeting.  Dr. Simon made a motion to approve the minutes without corrections, seconded by Dr. Biddle.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Unfinished Business
ARBO Meeting

Dr. Biddle will attend this meeting in Boston. She feels that it is important to have someone attend this meeting. 
Review the Draft of the Application and the Statement of Supervising Doctor Form

Ms. Anderson-Easton made to motion to table this item for the next meeting to allow Ms. Adams time to review the discipline language, seconded by Mrs. Banta. The motion was carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS
Online Renewal
Ms. Bailey reviewed the online process for renewal for the board. She also explained the difference between the Therapeutic and Diagnostic renewal. 
PUBLIC HEARING

Dr. Biddle called the hearing to order at 5:05pm. The board received no written or public comment on the proposed rule changes to allow for online renewal of licenses and online attestation of completion of continuing education (“CE”) and provide for a post renewal audit. In addition, the proposed changes revise the continuing education deadline to correspond with the license renewal deadline, so that the required CE’s much be completed before June 30 of any off numbered year, the same date that licenses must be renewed. Ms. Adams entered into Exhibit affidavits from The News Journal and Independent Newspapers, Inc. to show notice for the Public Hearings.  A motion was made by Ms. Anderson-Easton, seconded by Mrs. Banta to adopt the proposed rules without any changes. The motion was unanimously carried. 

NEW BUSINESS
Review of Applications
Dr. Biddle made a motion, seconded by Dr. Simon to approve a six month internship for Tracey Boss, however proposed to deny her application for reciprocity as a Therapeutic Optometrist.  The Board has reviewed the statutes and regulations governing the practice of optometry in New York and has concluded that those statutes and regulations do not provide for standards and scope of licensure equal to or greater than those of Chapter 21, Title 24 of the Delaware Code.  The motion was carried unanimously.
Mrs. Banta made a motion, seconded by Dr. Simon to approve a six month internship for Talitha D’Italia, contingent upon working full time, minimum 35 hours per week as Rule 3.3 states. The motion also proposed to deny her application for reciprocity as a Therapeutic Optometrist.  The Board has reviewed the statutes and regulations governing the practice of optometry in Pennsylvania and has concluded that those statutes and regulations do not provide for standards and scope of licensure equal to or greater than those of Chapter 21, Title 24 of the Delaware Code.  The motion was carried unanimously.
Review of Continuing Education 

Dr. Biddle made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve the following continuing education request reviewed by Dr. Maschauer:

· American Optometric Association

· Eye Care of Delaware

· Nevyas Eye Assocates

OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only)
The board discussed the letter received from Dr. Christopher Davolos and the reply sent by Ms. Bailey concerning legal opinions. While the Board understands the nature of the request, they cannot offer legal opinions.
The Board reviewed the Report of Actions by the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education.
Public Comment
None
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 19, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. in Conference Room A, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Ms. Anderson-Easton made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 5:58 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Renae JC Bailey
Administrative Officer






