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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Wednesday, February 15, 2006 at 8:30 a.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
April 26, 2006
MEMBERS PRESENT   
James Zdimal, CPA Member, President
Norma Rohleder, CPA Member
Cathel Tanner, CPA Member

Joyce Dyer, Public Member

Diane Marky, Public Member
MEMBER ABSENT
Sandra Gulledge, CPA Member, Secretary
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
Allison Reardon, Deputy Attorney General
Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation

Gayle Melvin, Administrative Specialist III

ALSO PRESENT  

Dana Rubenstein

Frank Carpenter

CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Zdimal called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.    

REVIEW OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the minutes of the January 18, 2006 meeting.  Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tanner to approve the minutes.  The motion was unanimously carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Review of CPA Certificate Applications
Ms. Marky made a motion, seconded by Ms. Tanner to approve the following applicants for a certificate:
Shojiro Aono




Seiichi Arai
Varsha Bhandari




J. Paul Charron

Eric Cheung




Aviroop Das

George Derr




Joseph DeSplinter

Wendy Fung




Sawako Furukawa

Joshin George




Michitoshi Goto

Andrew Haynie




Beth Hebert

Tetsuo Inagaki




Naoki Isono

Yuji Kajitan





Sivashenbagam Kalippan

Yashushi Kawaguchi



Yoshihiko Keicho

Sohail Khan




Eun Jeong Kim

Mi Kyung Kim




Sun Kim

Yiseo Kim





Mayumi Kobayashi

Takeshi Kobayashi



Toshihiro Kuchiki

Fung Sim Kung




Lucia Lau

Daniel Lee





Jongmin Lee

Joonghee Lee




Hui Ling Li

Hoontaek Lim




On Ki Lin

Michael Lockey




Muhammed Majeed

Norihiro Matsudaira



Akitoshi Mizoe

Heesup Mun




Pit Hang Ng

Charles O’Brien




Litao Ou

Brian Rupiper




Hikari Sugita

Riki Tachikawa




Hiroaki Tanaka

Chisako Tanii




Jaya Thomas

Lisa Tsui





Tadashi Tsukao

Dominic Vaccarello



Vanirama Venkatraman

Nan Wang





Fumihito Washizaki

Tyran Woo





Naoko Yoshida

Ari Zak





Christine Brown

Agatha Chan




David Chan

Christopher Chen




Yan Shuen Cheung

Stephen Ferroni




Joong Ho Han

Naoko Hayashi




Kenneth Hersen

Steve Hirt





Kyoko Kajihara

Patrick Kao





Sunuk Kim

Masumi Koyayashi



Tatsuya Koide

Hyeokki Kwon




ChungKwon Lee

Joon Hee Lee




Chien Wei Liang

Dipali Marrey




Joanne McBride

Shikha Mohla




Abhishek Mohnot

Kevin Mrozinski




Masanori Nakagawa

Katsunori Nakano



Duck Young Noh

Juichi Otagaki




Rie Otani

Min Kyung Paik




No-Hwa Park

Ralph Pini





Yullia Poltorak

Jin-Young Rhee




Min Kyu Shim

Qin Wang





Sam Woo

Nobuyo Yamada




Cheng Duo Yu

The motion was unanimously carried.

The application of Myrto Adamidou was reviewed.  The application was tabled pending receipt of verification that Ms. Adamidou has completed a course in advanced accounting.
The application of Mohammad Iqbal was reviewed.  The application was tabled pending receipt of verification that Mr. Iqbal has completed a course in intermediate accounting, advanced accounting and US federal taxation.

The application of Satish Pareek was reviewed.  The application was tabled pending receipt of the FACS re-evaluation of courses.
The application of Ramesh Ramotar was reviewed.  Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Marky to propose to deny the application of Ramesh Ramotar because he does not have a degree.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Review of CPA Permit to Practice Applications

Ms. Marky made a motion, seconded by Ms. Rohleder to approve the following applicants for a CPA permit to practice:

Sheldon Berman
Jesse Blumberg

Charles Clayton

Deok-Ho Kim

Joseph Lucas

Mansoor Maqsood

Charles O’Brien

Barry Smith

Tracy Szymanski

Steve Hirt

George Hufnagel, Jr.

David Lindquist

April Moore

John Mucha

Donna Peskin

Babar Raja

Chun-Wen Tseng

The motion was unanimously carried.

The Board reviewed the application of Hekmat Barahmeh.  The application was tabled pending receipt of clarification of his part-time employment, specifically how many hours per week he actually worked during the part-time employment.  

The Board reviewed the application of Lisa Weiden.  Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Marky to propose to deny the application of Ms. Weiden because she does not meet the work experience requirement.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
The Board reviewed the application of Yongjie Xu.  Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Marky to propose to deny the application of Ms. Xu because she does not meet the work experience requirement.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Review of CPA Firm Permit Applications
Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Marky to approve the following applications for CPA firm permit to practice:

Clipper Group Co.
Cogen Sklar LLP

R., S., & F., Chartered

Paul Scherer & Company, LLP

The motion was unanimously carried.

Discussion:  Letter from Stephen Whitlock, Department of the Treasury, Concerning the Eligibility of Delaware Public Accountants to Represent Taxpayers before the Internal Revenue Service
The Board received a letter from Stephen Whitlock, Department of the Treasury, concerning the eligibility of Delaware public accountants to represent taxpayers before the Internal Revenue Service.  Mr. Whitlock stated in his letter that after a careful review of Delaware law governing the practice of accountancy, his office has concluded that Delaware public accountants may not practice before the IRS under the provisions of Treasury Circular 230 permitting practice by certified public accountants.  The letter was for informational purposes.  No action was taken by the Board.
Discussion:  Regional Director’s Focus Questions Due April 11, 2006
Board members completed the regional director’s focus questions that are due by April 11, 2006.
Discussion:  Letter from Gregory Johnson, AICPA, Regarding Scoring Errors in the July/August Testing Window

A letter was received from Gregory Johnson, Director, Examination Strategy, AICPA regarding the scoring errors in the July/August testing window.  Scoring errors were discovered in the Auditing and Attestation (AUD) and Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) sections of the examination.  This error resulted in the scores changing from fail to pass.  Four candidates from Delaware were affected by this error.  The Delaware coordinator has contacted the four candidates and advised them of the scoring error.
Discussion:  Email from Misun Shin, Delaware Coordinator, Regarding Jones College

An email was received from Misun Shin, the Delaware coordinator, regarding Jones College which is an accredited college.  She stated in her email that currently the 2 year curriculum is accepted from Jones College but the 4 year curriculum is not accepted.  She requested that the Board accept the 4 year curriculum.  The Board decided to accept the 4 year curriculum.

William Ciconte:  Review of Probationary Report

The Board reviewed the probationary report from William Ciconte.  Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Marky to ask Mr. Ciconte to provide the Board with a copy of the tax engagement letter for the client which he referenced in his response to question 6 of the report.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Review Draft of Proposed Rules and Regulations

Board members reviewed the draft of the proposed rules and regulations developed by the Rules and Regulations Subcommittee.  Ms. Dyer made a motion, seconded by Ms. Rohleder to hold a Public Hearing on the proposed rules and regulations at the next Board meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.  The Board decided to change the date of the next Board meeting from April 19, 2006 to April 26, 2006.

Develop Application for Certificate/Permit to Practice

Ms. Melvin gave Board members a copy of a draft application for the certificate/permit to practice.  Board members will review for discussion at the next meeting.

Maryland Society of Accountants, Inc:  Request for Approval of Ethics Course

A letter was received from the Maryland Society of Accountants, Inc., requesting approval of the ethics course which is currently offered in Maryland and Virginia.  The Maryland Society will be notified that the course is not Delaware specific and if they wish to submit the Delaware specific portion of the course, the Board will review the entire course at that time.

University of Maryland University College:  Request for Approval of Online Courses

This request was tabled.  Mr. Zdimal will review the information submitted from University of Maryland University College for discussion at the next meeting.
It was also decided to discuss allowing exam candidates to take online courses at the next Board meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only)
Ms. Reardon advised the Board that Abby Adams will be the new Deputy Attorney General for the Board and will be starting on February 23rd.  Mr. Zdimal thanked Ms. Reardon for all of her work for the Board.
PUBLIC COMMENT
During the review of the proposed rules and regulations, Mr. Carpenter commented on Section 8.2.1.3 requiring an individual to place the words “not in public practice” adjacent to their CPA title.  He stated that he felt this would open the door to the interpretation of what a CPA is.
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 26, 2006 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Ms. Rohleder made a motion, seconded by Ms. Dyer, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:04 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Gayle L. Melvin
Administrative Specialist III






