Brownfields Advisory Committee (BAC)
DNREC’s New Castle Field Office

391 Lukens Drive

New Castle, Delaware

Sept. 1, 2011*
Draft Meeting Minutes
	Attendees:
	DNREC:

	David Bailey, Ten Bears

Neeraj Batta, Batta Environmental

Marianne Cignalia, PhD
Todd Coomes, Richards Layton & Finger
Paula Estornell, USEPA - Region 3
	Marjorie Crofts
Melissa Leckie
Steven Johnson

Todd Keyser

 Robert Newsome

	Angelo Fatiga

Kathy Fox, EA Engineering

Stephanie Hansen, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor 
	 Jim Poling
Alex Rittberg
Qazi Salahuddin

	Rep. Debra Heffernan

Tom Kovach, President - NCC Council 

Mark Lannan, BrightFields

Will Lyman, KCI Technologies
	Tim Ratsep

Paul Will 

Christina Wirtz

	Harry Monck, DelEASI 
Steve Ohrwaschel, Lewis Environmental
Betsy Rogers, Ten Bears

Dr. Paul Sample, Tech. Advisory Office and Samples, Inc.
	DOJ
Keith Brady

	Doug Seavey, Landmark Engineering/JCM Environ
Bill Smith, Environmental Alliance.
	

	Chris Whallon, Duffield
	


*Note handouts and information regarding the Sept. 1 meeting is available online at: http://www.awm.delaware.gov/BAC/Pages/BACMeetings.aspx
Introductions and Opening Remarks – Director Marjorie Crofts welcomed old and new members.
Approval of Minutes from June 2 Meeting – The meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 
Brownfields Grants FY11/EPA Revolving Loan Fund – To date, there is still grant money available for BFs sites. The EPA Revolving Loan Fund has a balance of approx. $600,000 available for subgrants and loans to cleanup brownfield properties. Also, EPA Brownfields Subtitle C money is available for investigations.
Paula Estornell, Lead Environmental Engineer and Brownfield Project Officer for USEPA – Region 3, presented additional information on the new guidelines coming out in the next few weeks for EPA’s assessment and revolving loan funds. Also, Paula noted that the EPA is offering a session on the FY12 Brownfield Grant Application Process and Training in late Sept. For more information, please contact: Paula Estornell,


US EPA Region III


Brownfields and Land Revitalization Branch


215-814-5632


estornell.paula@epa.gov
When Gas Stations are Considered Brownfields - Alex Rittberg presented funding information on three gas station cleanups in Delaware, one of which used brownfields funding. DNREC’s Tank Management Section encourages the use of brownfields funding for cleanups at gas stations, where appropriate. Presentation available at:  http://www.awm.delaware.gov/BAC/Pages/BACMeetings.aspx 

Paula Estornell added that the EPA brownfields program also considers relatively low-risk petroleum sites as eligible sites for EPA brownfields assessment and cleanup grant funding.  EPA makes available 25 % of the total brownfields grant funds each year for the assessment and/or cleanup of petroleum-contaminated sites. 

Subcommittee Report Outs:

· Brownfields Financing Subcommittee – Discussion on:
- Potential use of BFs grant funding for asbestos cleanup, with a recommended cap of $25,000.
- The “elements of a brownfield” or what exactly constitutes a brownfield site and how to best define “underutilization.” Discussion centered on statutory requirements vs. economic development, and whether BFs funding should be decoupled from release of liability. The subcommittee will continue to work on this issue with input from SIRS staff. 
· Brownfields Outreach and Education Subcommittee – The brownfields survey was sent out to several distribution lists including the General Assembly, the CCOBH, realtors, and the general public.  An evaluation of the results confirmed the lack of basic BFs knowledge and the need for better communication. The subcommittee is reviewing options including mailings, brochures, workshops, etc. for disseminating BFs information. 
· Regulatory Development Subcommittee – Extensive discussion on the draft Delaware Regulations for Hazardous Substance Cleanup.  Concerns focused primarily on spill reporting requirements, consultant certification, and a few other changes following legal review by the DAGs.  Due to the many comments and concerns, the timetable for the rollout of the regulations will be extended, and a special meeting will be held to help resolve the issues. 
Next Meeting – The special meeting of the BAC will be held on Oct. 3, 2011 at the Lukens office. 
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