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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF ARCHITECTS

MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Wednesday, January 3, 2007 at 1:30 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Blvd., Dover, Delaware

Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Bldg.
MINUTES APPROVED:
February 7, 2007
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Arden Bardol, RA, President, Presiding
Jean McCool, RA, Secretary 

Alvin French, RA
Peter Jennings, RA
Charles Weymouth, RA

Julia C. Hopkins, Public Member
Loretta Wooten, Public Member
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
Andrew Kerber, Deputy Attorney General
Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation
Monique Hampton, Administrative Specialist II

MEMBERS ABSENT

Goodwin Cobb, Public Member

Steven Atchley, Public Member
OTHERS PRESENT
Justen A. Wright

1.0 
CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Bardol called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m.  
 2.0 
REVIEW OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the minutes. Mr. Weymouth requested that amendments be made to the minutes. Mr. Kerber stated that hearing minutes should be summarized and not have specific details of the hearing. The Division receives a transcript with a detailed account of the hearing. Mr. Weymouth stated that the Board previously agreed to accept a summary of the hearing minutes. The Board discussed items that should appear in the minutes. Some of the items mentioned were:


When the hearing opened


Who was present


Exhibits that we entered as evidence


Time of deliberations


Motions 


Allegations


Time the hearing closed

Board action taken 
The Board requested that Mr. Kerber draft a standard format for hearing minutes. Mr. Kerber agreed and will present it at the next meeting. Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hopkins to accept the minutes as amended. The motion was unanimously carried. 
3.0 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Status of Draft Letter from Passed Legislation – H.B. 311
Mr. Kerber submitted the final draft to the proposed notice to the Board and building official(s) concerning sealed technical submissions done by an architect who is not employed to furnish construction contract administration services.  After reviewing the notice, the Board recommended changes. Mr. Kerber and Ms. Hampton made the changes. Ms. McCool recommended that the notice as well as a cover letter be sent to all licensees by regular mail. Mr. Jennings agreed to draft a cover letter for the mailing and to publish the final draft in the AIA newsletter. Ms. Bardol requested that the notice also be posted to the website in pdf format so that it cannot be edited. Ms. Hampton agreed to have the notice posted to the website. Mr. Jennings made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hopkins to accept the final draft of the notice, contingent upon Mr. Kerber doing a final review and to post it to the website.  The motion was carried by a majority vote.   Mr. Weymouth voted against the motion.
Report on Status of Joint  Architecture and Engineer Advisory Committee (JAC) – Ms. Bardol
Ms. Bardol reported that the JAC committee would meet on February 6, 2007. At that meeting, she agreed to discuss the Sussex County Seal Requirements.
Review of Tabled Application – Gregory S. Widdall

At the December 6, 2006 meeting, the Board tabled this application because Mr. Widdall did not submit the request for IDP waiver.  The waiver request has now been received.
The Board reviewed the application. Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hopkins to approve Gregory S. Widdall for licensure by reciprocity by direct application. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Final Denial of Application for Ronald J. Angelo

At the October meeting, the Board proposed to deny the application of Ronald J. Angelo because he did not hold a NAAB approved professional degree in architecture. The applicant received notice of the proposal to deny and his right to request a hearing. The applicant was previously licensed but had to reapply because the license lapsed. The Board reviewed the application. Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hopkins to deny Ronald J. Angelo for licensure by reciprocity by direct application. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Complaints

Status of Complaint 07-01-06 – Ms. Bardol reported that the complaint was sent to the Attorney General’s Office in May, 2006, but she has not heard anything since that time. Mr. Weymouth stated that complaints at the Attorney General’s Office should be handled in a timely manner. Mr. Kerber agreed to check on the status of this complaint. 

Complaints 07-05-06 & 07-06-06 – Ms. McCool was assigned as the contact person to these complaints. 
Discussion on Sussex County Seal Requirements – Mr. Weymouth
Mr. Weymouth distributed copies of an ordinance from the Sussex County Building Code which allows engineers to seal drawings. The Board questioned whether or not an ordinance can circumvent the Board of Architects’ statute. Mr. Kerber agreed to check with Larry Lewis on this issue and report back to the Board. 
4.0 
NEW BUSINESS

Review of Reciprocity Applications by NCARB
Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool to approve the following applications for licensure:
Ronald D. Lipford
James W.P. Howard

Scott H. Allen

Frederick Krenson

Mark J. Frisch

The motion was unanimously carried. 
Mr. Jennings made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool to table the application for Stephen Claussen and request a detailed explanation of the disciplinary action indicated on the application.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
5.0 
Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)

Mr. Jennings requested that when applications are tabled, that the agenda be written to reflect the method of application (i.e. reciprocity, NCARB, exam). Ms. Hampton agreed to add this description in the future. 
Mr. Weymouth request that agenda topics be consistent with the original numbering from the time the topic first appears until the time that it is permanently removed as an agenda item. Mr. Jennings made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool to keep the Division’s format.  The motion was carried by a majority vote.  Mr. Weymouth voted against the motion.
Mr. Weymouth also requested that the following topics be added back to the agenda as standing items:


ARE – Changes to the Registration Guidelines


Continuing Education Credits Reporting Out


Discussion of CE Exemption During Initial Registration

Ms. Bardol did not agree with this request.  Ms. McCool and Mr. Jennings explained that these topics are discussed at the national level, and they recommend the Board not spend time on these topics. These topics would not be added as future agenda items. 

Ms. Bardol requested to have the topic “Board Administered Training” added back to the agenda. She stated that the goal of the training is to allow the investigators to gain a level of expertise. The Board felt that a contact person should be notified as soon as a complaint is received. No complaint should be deemed insignificant or without merit unless a Board contact has been involved in the decision to pursue or not pursue a complaint. She also requested a list of all complaints received from 2003-2006. In addition, she requested that the investigators use 3 to 4 past complaints without names as scenarios for the training. She advised that she will send a formal request to Mr. Collins.  
Ms. Bardol also requested that Mr. Kerber check to see if a rule can be added to require lapsed licensees to fulfill the continuing education requirements before obtaining a new license. Mr. Kerber agreed to research this and report back to the Board at the next meeting.  

Mr. Weymouth requested that disciplinary actions be posted in the newspaper. Ms. Warren explained that violations and the status of those violations appear on the website if a visitor uses the “Verify License Online” feature. However, specific details of a discipline would not be accessed on the website. 

The Board requested that they receive copies of documents relating to hearings before the day of the hearing so that they can have time to review the information. Mr. Kerber agreed to look into this and report back at the next meeting. 

Mr. Weymouth asked Mr. Kerber if members who arrive late at a hearing are allowed to vote. Mr. Kerber stated that as long as the board member determines himself or herself to be fully informed on the matter, based on the evidence, to make a decision, then the member can vote. 

Mr. Jennings reminded the Board of the upcoming NCARB regional meeting and advised that the registration deadline is February 1, 2007. He gave a summary of the agenda. Mr. Jennings is the contact person for the regional meeting. 

Ms. Bardol requested that the Division find out what the budget is to determine how many Board members can be funded to attend the regional meeting. The Board would like for the Division to pay at least for the registration fee. Ms. Hampton agreed to check and report back to the board members. 

Ms. Bardol and Ms. McCool stated that they were not reimbursed for the NCARB meetings they attended in 2005 and in 2006. Ms. Hampton agreed to find out the status of their reimbursements. 

6.0
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
7.0
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 7, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.  
8.0
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Mr. French, to adjourn the meeting at 4:53 p.m. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Monique K. Hampton
Administrative Specialist II







