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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
Board of Occupational Therapy Practice
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
April 19, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room A, second floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
APPROVED AS AMENDED 5/24/06
MEMBERS PRESENT

Mike Von Reider, President

December Hughes, Vice-President
Debra Young, Professional Member, Secretary
Virginia Mirro, Public Member
 
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT

James L. Collins, Division Director

Abby Adams, Deputy Attorney General
Chris Spizzirri, Deputy Attorney General
Gayle Melvin, Administrative Specialist III
Katie Rochester, Administrative Specialist II
MEMBERS ABSENT
Michele Maahs, Professional Member
ALSO PRESENT 
Cheryl Anthony, Court Reporter
Lori  Marshall

Virginia Gaschler

Martina Brennan

Laurie Joseph

Sharon Winckoski

Jessica Peterson

Sarah Rutherford

E. A. Murauskas
CALL TO ORDER

Mr. von Reider called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m. 
PUBLIC HEARING

Deputy Attorney General Spizzirri proposed the rule changes and explained those rule changes.  The board made changes to accommodate on-line renewals and revised the wording that was required in order to complete/enhance the process.  He also explained when the notices were submitted and resubmitted to the newspapers.  He provided this evidence to the court reporter as exhibits.  There were no written public comments.  Mr. Spizzirri introduced himself and asked the rest of the Board members to do the same.  Mr. Spizzirri went off the record and then back on to remind the Board that they can make minor changes such as spelling errors without having to go through another Public Hearing.  Ms. Hughes made a motion to adopt the proposed changes and was seconded by Ms. Young.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
REVIEW OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the minutes of the March 27, 2006, meeting.  Ms. Hughes made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The application of Terrie A. Roney for an occupational therapist license was reviewed.   The motion was made by Ms. Hughes to approve the application pending receipt of information obtained by Deputy Attorney General Adams from the state of Pennsylvania.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Young.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

NEW BUSINESS

Review of Occupational Therapist/Occupational Therapy Assistant Applications
Ms. Hughes made a motion, seconded by Mr. von Reider to approve application for the following person:
Ellen Perreault – Occupational Therapist 

The motion was unanimously carried.

Review of Continuing Education Activities

The following courses and hours were motioned for approval by Ms. Mirro and seconded by Ms. Young for the following courses: 
Bayhealth Medical Center Physical Therapy

Wound Care 101, An Integrated Approach – 3 hours

Progressive Step Rehabilitation Services 

Addressing visual Impairments in the Older Adult – 7 hours

MedStar Health Rehabilitation Professional Development

Basics of Static and Dynamic Splinting – 8 hours

Ms. Mirro made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to table applications for the following persons:

Cross Country Education

Evaluation and Treatment of Activities of Daily Living – 6 hours

National Academy for Continuing Education

Rehabilitation and Long Term Care – 15 hours

Ms. Hughes made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mirro to deny applications for the following persons:

Genesis Rehabilitation Services

Clinical Documentation and Reimbursement Medicare Standards and Procedures – 4 hours

Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy 

Jurisprudence Examination – 2 hours 

The motion was unanimously carried.

Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)
Ms. Hughes submitted a copy of a section of the Rules & Regulations for the Division of Health and Social Services, Home Health Agencies.  Her concern was that they are going to pass rules and regulations under 4.8 of Staff Development that may not contain appropriate wording.  She requested the Board Administrative Specialist fax or send a copy of that section to the Delaware Occupational Therapist Association and the American Occupational Therapist Association to make therapist aware of this issue and go to the Public Hearing.  Mr. Collins suggested that Ms. Hughes offer some alternative language that would clarify the issue.
Public Comment
Mr. Murauskas, an Occupational Therapist, addressed the Board and requested clarification concerning CE courses.  He inquired about taking a course that the Board had tabled since he believed that it was already approved.  Ms. Hughes explained to Mr. Murauskas that according to the Board rules and regulations it was not possible to approve the course at this time due to the fact that there was no agenda included to support the amount of hours requested for approval.  The Board additionally emphasized that Occupation Therapist and Occupational Therapist Assistants should keep in mind that they need to receive prior approval for a course in an effort not to waste their time and money.

Mr. Collins thanked the Board for their time and effort in changing to online renewals.    
Ms. Brennan made a comment to the Board concerning the rules and regulation changes for the Department of Health and Social Services.  She stated that they are attempting to change the culture of long term care.  Ms. Young replied by saying that she agreed with that statement but that their needed to be boundaries and limits for Certified Nursing Assistants.  

Ms. Marshall approached the Board by asking when the postcards would go out explaining online renewals.  Mr. Collins responded by saying that they should go out at the beginning of May.  He also reminded that if a person is audited they will receive a letter with a form attached that they must still fill out and send back.  This will also be done in early May and they will still be required to renew.    

Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on May 24, 2006 at 4:30 p.m. in Conference Room A, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Ms. Hughes made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young  to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Katie Rochester 
Administrative Specialist II
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