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	DIVISION OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
	


PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF ARCHITECTS

MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Wednesday, October 3, 2007 at 1:30 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Blvd., Conference Room B,


Second floor, Dover, Delaware
MINUTES APPROVED:
November 7, 2007
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Arden Bardol, RA, President
Steven Atchley, RA, Professional Member

Julia Cronshaw Hopkins, Public Member

Goodwin Cobb, Public Member

Loretta Wooten, Public Member
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
Andrew Kerber, Deputy Attorney General
Nicole M. Williams, Administrative Specialist II

ABSENT

Alvin French, RA, Professional Member

Jean McCool, RA, Secretary 

C. Terry Jackson, RA, Professional Member
OTHERS PRESENT
No others were present.

1.0 
CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Bardol called the meeting to order at 1:54 p.m.  
 2.0 
REVIEW OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the July 18, 2007 minutes. Mr. Cobb made a motion, seconded by Ms. Wooten to approve the minutes with amendment to the postscript date. The motion was unanimously carried. 
3.0 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Report on Status of Joint  Architecture and Engineer Advisory Committee (JAC) – Ms. Bardol
Ms. Bardol advised the Board of the JAC September 11, 2007 meeting minutes in regards the problem of engineers in the areas of practicing architecture. Ms. Bardol then explained about the chart from the last Board meeting with respect to the various state approaches to the definition of “incidental practice” mainly with designing and sealing construction documents. Ms. Bardol explained that DAPE, because of how it is “governed”, does not provide rules and regulations but only a statue and then advised the Board that Delaware’s statute has no delineation of health, safety and welfare and directed the Board to 24 Del C. Chapter 3, section 301, objectives and functions.
Ms. Bardol then requested the Board to provide any input or concerns in regards to the area of practice with a certain level of competency. Mr. Atchley inquired whether an architect or engineer or both have to follow the code and if the architects or the engineers have the problem with overlapping of the two professions. Ms. Bardol responded in stating that it has been found that the architects have the most difficulty with the overlapping of the two professions.

Ms. Bardol advised the Board that one step in the right direction is to relay to all municipals and counties how to utilize the Construction of Administration documents once they are received. Ms. Bardol then referred the Board members to the document enclosed in their folders in regards to obtaining feedback from the Board and DAPE on issues of mutual concern from architects and engineers. Ms. Bardol stated that DAPE explained a little about their complaint process and reciprocated in explaining about Delaware’s complaint process.

Mr. Kerber stated that, for example, as a formal complaint about an engineer has practiced outside the area of his competency, this comes to the Board of Architects to be handled; therefore the complaint progress should be reviewed.

Mr. Cobb advised that he feels that the Division is not in a place right now where proposing a change to the complaint process would be of much success at this time as the Board only meets once a month and the DAPE only meets every other month. Mr. Cobb stated that he would also like to hear from the other Professional members of the Board before going forth on this matter, preferably at the next meeting.
Ms. Bardol advised that she would like for this to continue to be discussed at the next Board meeting in order to obtain insight from the other Professional members of the Board. Mr. Cobb then suggested that training be developed and presented at a latter Board meeting. Ms. Bardol asked Mr. Kerber for advice on requesting input from the AIA as to their definition of “incidental practice” and delineation between the practice of architecture and engineering overlapping. Mr. Kerber advised that he does not see that there will be an issue with requesting AIA’s input since the information will only be used as a reference and not as a guideline that the Board plans to follow.  Ms. Bardol stated that at the next Board meeting she will request two volunteers from the Board, one public and the other professional, to develop a training session to present at a latter Board meeting. Mr. Cobb then advised Ms. Bardol that his and Mr. Atchley’s term expires at the end of this year as she is requesting a public member for the development of this training.
Ms. Bardol concluded in stating that ultimately the AE/JAC has been making progress and continues to do so.

Discussion on Sussex County Seal Requirements
Mr. Kerber reported that he spoke with the state solicitor and the DAG representing Sussex County and no progress has been made yet; however he is in the process of filing a suit against Sussex County.
Discussion on Board Administered Training
Mr. Kerber advised the Board that he does not have the documentation yet, but will have all documentation ready for the next Board meeting. He further suggested that he would like the Board members to make detailed comments about this and return it back to him for discussion at the following Board meeting.
Strategic Planning
Ms. Bardol advised that since the new timing established by NCARB from the Model Law needs to be inserted into the Delaware’s rules and regulations, she asked Mr. Kerber to draft the proposed revisions to rules and regulations to reflect the actions of the Model Law.
Mr. Kerber advised that he needs to know what stand point the Board is taking. Ms. Bardol advised, as well as Mr. Cobb, that the Board’s stand is to follow the Model Law. Mr. Kerber will look at both the Model Law and Delaware’s statute and locate the discrepancies and then make the proposed revisions to the rules and regulations to follow the Model Law.
Review of Previously Tabled Applications
The Board reviewed the previously tabled applications for Aubrey C. Brock, Jr, Christopher Miller and Fred S. Marino. Mr. Kerber advised to schedule the proposal to deny hearing for Mr. Brock as per his request at the Board’s next meeting for November 7, 2007 at 1:30 pm. Ms. Wooten made a motion, seconded by Mr. Cobb to approve Christopher as licensed Architects by Reciprocity with NCARB Certificate. The motion was unanimously carried. 
The Board tabled the application for Mr. Marino as he did not submit proof of his verification of his degree; however NCARB sent a gold cover record on behalf of Mr. Marino but that of NCARB record is not accepted by the Board. Mr. Marino needs to verify his degree.

Status of Complaints
Ms. Hopkins advised that complaint 07-02-07 has gone to the Attorney General’s office. 

Mr. Atchley stated that complaint 07-03-07 is closed as there was not sufficient evidence to proceed with the investigation.
Mr. Jackson was not in attendance to give the status of complaint 07-04-07.
4.0 
NEW BUSINESS

Review of Reciprocity Applications with NCARB certificate
The Board reviewed the applications for:

Frank M. Grieco

Robert E. Andrus

Carl Robert Shaw, Jr.

Brian D. Phillips

David W. Kehm

Mr. Cobb made a motion, seconded by Ms. Wooten to approve the above applications for licensure by reciprocity with NCARB certificate. The motion was unanimously carried.
Review of Reciprocity with Direct Application
The Board reviewed the application for Lawrence A. Spearman. Mr. Cobb made a motion seconded by Ms. Bardol to table the application until next meeting stating that Mr. Spearman needs to show proof of 5 years of self-employment as per the Rules and Regulations. The motion was unanimously carried.
Issuance of Certificates for Firms – Mr. Kerber
Mr. Kerber stated that according to 24 Del. Code professional engineers have certificates of registration and have an application form on their website. Mr. Kerber reviewed their statute and spoke with the Deputy Attorney General in regards to a statement found on the application for a certificate of registration. He further advised that the architects would need a statute change to start the process of having a certificate of registration for an architect firm. Mr. Kerber asked the Board how beneficial a certificate of registration would be currently because as it stands now firms in other states wanting to practice architecture in the State of Delaware need to only have the architect registered in Delaware as this state does not register firm’s only individual architects. Ms. Bardol advised that she would like to have this discussed with the other Professional Board members at the next meeting.
New Jersey Statute Chart for Architects and Engineers
This was completed in Ms. Bardol’s compilation of the various states under section titled Report on Status of Joint Architecture and Engineer Advisory Committee.

5.0 
Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)

Ms. Williams advised the Board of a few received Construction Administration Documents and asked what to do with these documents once our office receives them. Ms. Bardol advised the Board where to file those documents and asked if they should be reviewed by the Board members. Mr. Kerber explained the purpose of the contract administration documents and that he could draft a formal letter stating we have received this notice. Mr. Kerber advised that he will have a draft of this letter ready for the next Board meeting for review and approval.
6.0
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
7.0
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on November 7, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.  
8.0
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Cobb made a motion, seconded by Mr. Atchley, to adjourn the meeting at 3:42 p.m. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole M. Williams
Administrative Specialist II







