ARCHITECTURAL ACCESSIBILITY BOARD

DE/MD Paralyzed Veterans’ Association
28 Peddler’s Row, Peddler’s Village
Christiana, Delaware
(302) 368-4898
Thursday, April 13, 2006
1:30 P.M.

MINUTES
I.  CALL TO ORDER

The April 13, 2006, meeting of the Architectural Accessibility Board was called to order by the Acting Chairman, Ada Stokes.  The record will show that, in addition to Ms. Stokes, the following members were present:


Wayne Carter

Nash Childs

Keener Cobb

Chang Yoon

      Also present:


Dan A. Muterspaw, Chief Administrator

II.  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
A motion to approve the minutes of the Board’s previous meeting held on March 9, 2006, was made and seconded.  By a unanimous vote, the minutes were approved as recorded.

III.  DISCUSSION OF AGENDA

The Chief Administrator added two (2) cases to the agenda as follows:


1.
05053-RE
Mispillion Harbor Marine International Center

2.
05060-RE
West Seaford Elementary School
IV.  CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR’S UP-DATE
The Chief Administrator’s Report for the past month was presented to the Board.  This report briefly summarized the routine activities, along with some field inspections conducted since the previous board meeting.
V.  SUBMISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

At their March 30, 2006, meeting, the Submissions Review Committee reviewed sixteen (16) cases.  These cases were forwarded to the full Board for their review.  The Board’s comments and actions on 
these cases, and the additional two (2) cases submitted by the Chief Administrator, are attached as a part of these minutes. 
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VI.  OLD BUSINESS

The Administrator informed the Board that there was some interest in revisiting the proposal for having a state-wide accessibility code.  It was reported to the Board that the State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) had requested that the former SB 139 be re-evaluated, to see if having a single, uniform state-wide accessibility code might, at this time, be beneficial to the State.  This same bill was not approved several years ago.
Generally, it was agreed by many of the SCPD members that such a code might be effective and a committee was being formed to research the matter in more detail.  This committee would probably be contacting the AAB to get their thoughts on the proposal.  The AAB was not supportive of this bill several years ago, in that, in addition to having a single state-wide accessibility code, it proposed expanding the authority of the AAB to go beyond state-owned facilities, a power not initially granted by the state’s Architectural Accessibility Act.
It was agreed by the Board that they would welcome meeting with SCPD’s review committee, and that they would try to assist them in any way they could to ensure that all aspects of such a proposal were well thought out and in the state’s best interests.
VII.  NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business to discuss.
VIII.  SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Architectural Accessibility Board is scheduled for Thursday, May 11, 2006, at 2:00 P.M. at the Thomas Collins Building, Dover, DE.  
IX.  ADJOURNMENT

With nothing further to discuss or review, the meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted,

Dan A. Muterspaw

Chief Administrator
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cc:
Board Members


Robert Furman, Dir., DFM
Submission No.  05053-RE

Owner:

DNREC

Project:

Mispillion Harbor Marine Interpretive Center

Alterations/renovations

Arch/Engineer:
Parks and Recreation architect/engineer

Contact Person:
Lacy Nichols




Greg Kindig

Previous Action:
Not Approved – Oct. ’05 and Dec. ‘05

Comments:
The only element keeping this project from being approved was the incorrect design of the wheelchair ramp leading up to the 1st floor of the center.  After several revisions the ramp now appears to be correct.
 Board Action:      
Approved
Submission  No. 05060-RE
Owner:

SEAFORD S.D.
Project:

West Seaford Elementary School



Alterations/upgrades
Arch/Engineer:
Studio/JAED
Contact Person:
Andrew Moore
Previous Action:
Not approved – several times 

Comments:
Most of the alterations at this existing school were designed to be accessible, with the exception of some of the toilet rooms.  After three redesigns, the plan now appears to meet approved accessibility standards.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06008
Owner:

RED CLAY CONSOLIDATED S.D.
Project:

Shortlidge Academy



Alterations 
Arch/Engineer:
The Ray Group
Contact Person:
Barry L. Books
Previous Action:
None
Comments:
This facility was constructed as an elementary school and is about to undergo renovations.  The library will be enlarged and several of the toilet rooms will be upgraded.  Some of the problems noted included, but may not be limited to:  
1. Insufficient accessible parking spaces and no van accessible space.

2. There was no accessible urinal in boys’ toilet room 216B.

3. Insufficient maneuvering space at the entrance door to the library.

Board Action:

Disapproved
Submission No. 06009
Owner:

CHRISTINA S.D.
Project:

Astro Middle School



Conversion of office building to a school
Arch/Engineer:
Tetra Tech
Contact Person:
Chuck Dobbs
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
The project proposes converting this former office building into a middle school.  Essentially, this will be a newly constructed school.  There were numerous accessibility problems observed on the plans and drawings.  Some of these include, but may not be limited to, the following:  
1. Some of the case work did not appear to be accessible, such as in the teachers’ work room, or in the science room.

2. The entrance doors to the teachers’ dining room did not have sufficient maneuvering space.
3. Toilet rooms were not correct.

a. Accessible stall doors were not properly located on partition walls, such as in TR 169.

b. Stall doors swing into the clear floor space required at fixtures, such as in TR 130.

c. Insufficient maneuvering space at the exit door in the locker room adjacent to TR 190A.

4. No site plan was included.

Board Action:              Disapproved
Submission No. 06010
Owner:

PUBLIC SAFETY
Project:

DE State Police



Firing Range Alterations
Arch/Engineer:
STV Incorporated
Contact Person:
Richard Slifer



Ken Starke
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This facility will undergo substantial alterations.  The air-handling system (which has had tremendous media publicity) is only a part of the total renovations planned for this facility.  The redesign of the interior of this building included all required accessibility/barrier removal alterations.  Major Randy Hughes, of the DE State Police, briefed the committee on when, where and how this firing range would be used.  It appears by the plans and drawings that this redesign is completely accessible.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06011
Owner:

COLONIAL S. D.
Project:

Wrangle Hill Elementary School



New Construction
Arch/Engineer:
Tetra Tech
Contact Person:
Tim Skibicki
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This will be a new elementary school with some kindergarten classrooms, as well. It will be one story in height.  The plans and drawings appear to be fairly compliant with accessibility requirements, with the exception of:
1. The accessible parking requires at least one additional space and it should be van accessible.

2. The route to the play area (where they have the composite playground equipment) appears to have railroad ties serving as a perimeter bumper.  This is a barrier to entering this area.

In addition, the detail for the wing toilet rooms is correct, but doesn’t accurately correspond to the actual drawings for these areas.

Board Action:

Disapproved
Submission No. 06015
Owner:

CHRISTINA S. D.
Project:

John R. Downs Elementary School
Arch/Engineer:
Tetra Tech
Contact Person:
Timothy Skibicki
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This existing school will be undergoing alterations and renovations.  Most of the work will be geared towards upgrading the mechanical and electrical systems.  Some interior alterations are proposed and several toilet rooms will be upgraded to comply with accessibility standards.  The plans and drawings appear to show a number of accessibility problems, which include, but may not be limited to:
1. Not including a site plan with the drawings.
2. Incorrect hand rail extensions on the exterior ramps.
3. Insufficient maneuvering space at the washer/dryer in TR 008.
4. Doors swing into the clear floor space required at toilet room fixtures (classroom).
5. No 18 inch minimum on the pulls sides of numerous classroom TR Doors.
6. The height of the library circulation desk could not be determined.

Board Action:

Disapproved
Submission No. 06016
Owner:

CHRISTINA S. D.
Project:

Wilson Elementary School



Major Capital Improvements
Arch/Engineer:
Anderson Brown Higley
Contact Person:
Denis O’Flynn O’Brien
Previous Action:
None
Comments:
This existing elementary school will undergo major capital improvements.  These alterations will include the installation of a new elevator as well as architectural upgrades, including barrier removal work in many of the toilet rooms.  There were some problems noted which included, but may not be limited to:  
1. Incorrect curb ramp detail

2. The kitchen toilet room didn’t have sufficient clear floor space at the toilet.

3. Doors to some accessible toilet stalls were located improperly.

4. No elevator detail and/or cut sheet  was provided.

Board Action:  
Disapproved
Submission No. 06017
Owner:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Project:

Dickinson Mansion



Alterations/upgrades
Arch/Engineer:
Bernardon Haber Holloway
Contact Person:
Will Hurd



Larry Schrock
Previous Action:
None
Comments:
Upgrades are planned for this museum to remove several existing accessibility barriers.  The toilet rooms in the information/registration building are being redesigned.  The visitor’s pathway to the main mansion will be re-graded and re-surfaced to provide a compliant accessible route.  The plans and drawings are compliant with the required standards.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06018
Owner:

POLYTECH S. D. 



Project:

Polytech High School



Classroom Addition and Alterations
Arch/Engineer:
Anderson Brown Higley
Contact Person:
Peter Anderson
Previous Action:
None
Comments:
This existing school will undergo alterations, along with a newly constructed addition to provide more classroom space.  The new addition will have both boys’ and girls’ toilet rooms.  The remaining alterations pertain to changes in the science classroom, as well as plumbing and mechanical work.  There were problems noted in the design of these new spaces.  They included:
1. Women’s toilet room No. 111 requires an ambulatory toilet     stall.
2. Casework in the science lab does not clearly show an accessible work area or accessible sink.

3. No detail for the scrub sink in the science prep room was provided.
Board Action:

Disapproved
Submission No. 06019
Owner:

LAKE FOREST S.D.
Project:

Lake Forest Central Elementary School



Classroom Addition
Arch/Engineer:
French + Ryan
Contact Person:
Alvin French
Previous Action: 
None
Comments:
A new addition will be constructed at this facility and will be used for several new classrooms.  The elements and spaces within the new class rooms are designed to be accessible.  The path of travel to this area is currently compliant, as are the toilet rooms serving this area.
Board Action:

Approved.  
Submission No. 06020
Owner:

DELDOT
Project:

Iowa Avenue



Lewes, DE
Arch/Engineer:
GMB, LLC
Contact Person:
Tony Rutherford
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This rehabilitation project is mainly for replacing some of the defective subterranean piping that now exists.  There is no accessible route above ground.  All disturbed ground will be replaced, in kind.  There are no accessible issues involved with this project.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06021
Owner:

DELDOT
Project:

Franklin Avenue Rehabilitation



Lewes, DE
Arch/Engineer:
GMB, LLC
Contact Person:
Tony Rutherford
Previous Action:
None
Comments:
This section of Franklin Avenue will undergo piping replacement/relocation work, similar to the Iowa Avenue project, only there is an existing sidewalk (both sides) that will need to be replaced.  The design calls for the appropriate walking surfaces, including acceptable slopes and cross slopes.  The curb ramps have been designed to be compliant with accessibility standards.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06022
Owner:

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
Project:

Carvel Building



4th Floor alterations
Arch/Engineer:
BHH Tait Interiors, LLC
Contact Person:
Beth Powell
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
A section of the existing office space will be renovated. These renovations will include removing/relocating partition walls to create a new interior layout, with a new reception area.  All remodeling and alterations, including casework and counter area are designed to be compliant.  However, the toilet rooms serving this primary function area work do not appear to be compliant, nor are they included within the scope of work for this project.
Board Action:

Disapproved

Submission No. 06023
Owner:

DNREC
Project:

Levels Road Park



Phase I
Arch/Engineer:
Landscape Architectural Services
Contact Person:
Theo Mercer
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This project will ultimately be a park area for the general public and will include play areas, a fishing pond and other general recreational areas.  This 1st phase includes a parking area, the roadway, and sidewalks.  All are designed to be compliant.  The fishing pier is also included in this phase and it, too, is accessible.  All future buildings (pavilion, toilet rooms, etc.) will be submitted for review as funding becomes available.
Board Action:

Approved

Submission No. 06024
Owner:

DNREC
Project:

Georgetown Family Park



Phase I
Arch/Engineer:
Landscape Architectural Services
Contact Person:
Theo Mercer
Previous Action:
None 

Comments:
This project will ultimately result in a recreational park for public use, similar to the preceding project.  In addition to a children’s playground, there will be several athletic fields.  This phase includes general site work, including accessible parking and the playground area.  When funding becomes available, additional buildings (toilet rooms, a pavilion, etc.) will be submitted for review.  At this point, the design for this area appears to be compliant.
Board Action:

Approved
Submission No. 06025
Owner:

RED CLAY CONSOLIDATED S.D.
Project:

Brandywine Springs Elementary School




Alterations/renovations


Arch/Engineer: 
Studio/JAED

Contact Person: 
Andrew C. Moore

Previous Action:          None
Comments:        
The district is planning to convert this elementary school to a K thru 8 school.  The project will be completed in two phases.  The scope of work for this initial phase is to convert seven classrooms in the C3 Wing into ten classrooms (to accommodate an increased enrollment).  The design for this conversion is compliant with accessibility standards, with the exception of including barrier removal work in the toilet rooms that serve these 1st and 2nd floor areas.  Some of the existing toilet rooms are not compliant and will need to be included within the scope of work for this project.

Board Action:

Disapproved
  

Submission No. 06026

Owner: 

CHRISTINA S.D.
Project:

Drew Education Center



Fire Protection

Arch/Engineer: 
Anderson Brown Higley Architects

Contact Person:
Denis O’Flynn O’Brien

Previous Action:
None

Comments:
This plan for a fire protection system in this existing school building does not affect accessibility for the usability of any elements or spaces.  The board, however, had some problems.  There were numerous spaces within this facility that will need to be altered to comply with accessibility standards prior to this building being occupied.  The fire protection plan can be approved, but it would make more sense to complete the interior alterations first.  



Board Action:  
Approved

Note:  The approval letter should stress the AAB’s concern about the future alterations and the time frame for their completion.

