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Minutes of the Meeting Held

May 9, 2006

The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2006.

Committee Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chair

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway

	Sal DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA

	Hugh Gallagher, Administrator

	John Hensley, Director of Horse Racing Dover Downs

	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Patricia Murphy, Deputy Attorney General

	Jo Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	Judy Davis-Wilson, Director, DSBF


Members Absent

	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner
	


Call to Order/Welcome

Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:25 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Lockhart made a Motion to approve the Minutes of April 11, 2006 as written, Mr. Hensley seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion Items
The following assignments from last month’s meeting were discussed:

· Rule 1:  Ms. Steele compared the USTA rules to the DHRC rules and found we do not have the following USTA definitions:  classified race, disqualification, elimination heats for two divisions, expulsion, heat, records, sulky, contact track, two-year olds, walk over, winner, race winner and wire.  After discussion of each definition and its applicability to Delaware rules, it was decided to not add any USTA definitions to our rules.  Also, on page 9 (of USTA rules) their definition of “protest” differs from ours.  Mr. Gallagher talked about a situation our rules don’t cover – an owner’s protest of a redraw.  
· Rule 2:  
· 2.2.2  Delete “State Steward”, replace with “Board of Judges”.

· 2.3.2 is not accurate.  After discussion, it was decided to leave it unchanged. 
· 2.5.1 Delete “a State Steward and such other” in the first sentence and “or corporation engage in or” in the second sentence.  Also, “association” should be capitalized in this section and throughout the rules when it refers to the track.
· 2.5.2 Delete “Director of the Division of Poultry and Animal Health” and replace with “Administrator of Harness Racing”.  Likewise; “Director” becomes “Administrator”.  Delete last sentence of 2.5.2 and 2.5.2.1-.4 in their entirety.  

· 2.5.3  Delete “State Steward”.

· 2.6.1  Delete “State Steward or”, capitalize “association”

· 2.6.2 Capitalize “association”

· 2.7.1  Delete “Director of the Division of Poultry and Animal Health”, insert “Administrator of Harness Racing” in both places 

· 2.7.2  Delete “Director of the Division of Poultry and Animal Health”, insert “Administrator of Harness Racing”.

· 2.8.2 “

· 2.9.1  Delete second sentence in its entirety, insert “Association’s” as second word in next sentence. 


It was decided to thoroughly review each rule in order, in an attempt to incorporate all suggested changes at once.  At the next meeting, we will proceed with discussion for changes to Rule 3.

Ms. Price distributed copies of her notes regarding the “State Steward” deletions/”Board of Judges/Presiding Judge” substitutions.  

Action Items 
Each rule review group will compare Ms. Price’s suggestions for the State Steward language corrections to their Rule sections and bring their recommendations to the June meeting.

At Next Meeting
Further discuss conflict of interest and how racing actually works in Delaware.  Consider revision of Rule 5.1.22.1 and the clarification and expansion of Rule 3 to reflect current racing procedures.

Next Meeting
June 6, 2006 10:15 a.m. in the Department of Agriculture’s Secretary’s Conference Room
Adjournment

At 12:20 p.m., having no further business, Mr. Gallagher moved to adjourn, Ms. Steele seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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