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Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission

Minutes of Regular Meeting Held

May 22, 2006

A regular meeting of the Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission was held at 10:15 AM on May 22, 2006 in the Horseman’s Office, 2nd floor conference room, at Delaware Park, 777 Delaware Park Boulevard, Wilmington, Delaware 19804.

The following Commission members were present:

	Bernard J. Daney, Chairman

	W. Duncan Patterson, Jr., Secretary/Commissioner

	Debbie Killeen, Commissioner


The following Commission members were excused:

	Edward J. Stegemeier, Commissioner

	H. James Decker, Commissioner


The following individuals also were present:

	Patricia Murphy, Esq., Deputy Attorney General, Commission Counsel

	John F. Wayne, DTRC, Executive Director

	Francis Swift, DTRC Inspector

	John T. Peters, D.V.M., DTRC, Supervising Commission Veterinarian

	Mary Rosenbauer, Scientific Games Corp., Compliance Manager

	George Deaven, Scientific Games Corp., Data Center General Mgr.

	Paul Chaney, Scientific Games Corp., Regional Director

	Scott Loomis, Delaware Park, Executive Director Mutuels

	Greg Petkiewicz, Delaware Park, Sr. Vice President Racetrack Operations

	Ken Brown, Delaware Park, Track Superintendent

	Fritz Burkhardt, Associate State Steward

	Joe Strug, Dalare Associates, Lab Director

	Jack Houghton, Jr., Chief State Steward

	Larry Saumell, The Jockeys’ Guild, Member Representative,

	Joe Rudisill, Delaware Park, Sr. Vice President  Compliance

	Bessie Gruwell,  DTHA, Executive Director

	Ramon Rodriguez, TRPB Agent

	Sam Abbey, Delaware Park, Racing Secretary

	William Fasy, Delaware Park, Chief Operating Officer

	Dennis Lima, Associate State Steward


1.
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Daney called to order the meeting of the Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission (DTRC) at 10:25 AM.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of April 18, 2006 were distributed and reviewed. Upon a motion duly made and seconded the minutes of April 18, 2006 were approved as submitted.

3.
OLD BUSINESS

4.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
Cornell Collar

The Executive Director of the DTRC, Mr. John F. Wayne read into the record of the meeting a letter that was passed on by Mr. William Fasy from a horseman wanting the commission to consider the use of the Cornell Collar, equipment designed to assist horses with soft palate displacement.  Mr. Wayne reported that during April he did a survey of racing jurisdictions about the Cornell Collar.  Major jurisdictions that allow its use are Maryland, Kentucky, New Jersey, and Indiana.  However Pennsylvania does not and California, Louisiana, Nebraska are still reviewing its use.  A memo from Mr. Wayne is attached hereto for reference purposes.   

Chairman Daney conducted an informal poll, soliciting input from Dr. John Peters, Supervising Commission Veterinarian, DTRC, Ms. Bessie Gruwell, Executive Director, Delaware Thoroughbred Horseman’s Association (DTHA), and from the Board of Stewards.

The Commission will consider the matter under advisement.

B.
Scientific Games Corporation

Chairman Daney recognized executives from Scientific Games Corporation, in attendance were Ms. Mary Rosenbauer, Compliance Manager, Mr. George Deaven, Data Center General Manager, and Mr. Paul Chaney, Regional Director.  Mr. Chaney addressed the commission and presented a review of their company and it’s standing in the industry as well as operations specific to Delaware Park and the Delaware Racing Association, to whom Scientific Games Corporation reports.

The Chairman and Commissioners expressed their appreciation in being advised of new developments and thanked Ms. Rosenbauer, Mr. Deaven, and Mr. Chaney for their presentation.

C.
Board of Stewards Penalties For Blood Gas Testing Violations

To commence at the conclusion of the blood gas testing grace period, Mr. Jack Houghton, Chief State Steward, advised the Commission of the recommended  penalties.  The commission unanimously accepted the recommended penalties which will take effect immediately.

D.
DTRC Rules & Regulations – Proposed Rule 15.15.1

Following discussion and consideration of proposed Rule 15.15.1, Chairman Daney called for a motion; Commissioner Patterson moved to adopt proposed Rule 15.15.1, Commissioner Killen seconded and the motion to adopt proposed Rule 15.15.1 as submitted was carried unanimously.  This rule pertains to the penalty regarding a refusal of blood gas testing.

Commission Counsel, Patricia D. Murphy, Esq. advised the rule change would be published in the July 2006 Register of Regulations and a public hearing should be called by the Commission in mid-July.

5.
REPORT FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A.
Summary of Activities Report

April 2006 Summary of Activities Report was submitted to the Commission.

The ARCI summer board meeting was briefly discussed.

6.
REPORT FROM COMMISSION VETERINARIAN

A. Veterinarian Report

Dr. John Peters, Supervising Commission Veterinarian, submitted for review the Veterinarian’s Report.

B. Blood Gas Testing Grace Period Concluded

During the grace period 180 horses were tested and each sample tested twice resulting in 360 tests.  Dr. Peters thanked Mr. William Fasy, Chief Operating Officer, Delaware Park, and Mr. Sam Abbey, Racing Secretary, Delaware Park for their assistance.

The Commission deemed that the grace period was concluded and the Board of Stewards penalties for blood gas testing violations would go into effect.

C. New Market Laboratory

Random samples have been sent to the New Market Laboratory in England for testing.

7.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 11:40 AM upon a motion duly made, seconded, and unanimously passed, the Commission adjourned to Executive Session to address personnel issues. 


The Commission was returned to public session at 11:55 AM.

8.
ADJOURNED

Upon a motion duly made and seconded the motion to adjourn was passed unanimously at 12:04 PM.
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