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Minutes of the DHRC Meeting Held

October 9, 2012
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission met

at 10:15 AM in Exhibit Hall at Harrington Raceway in Harrington, Delaware
Commission Members Present
Chairman Beth Steele, Commissioners Robert Brown, Larry Talley and Patt Wagner
Others Present
Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, DHRC Executive Director of Racing Hugh Gallagher, Interim Presiding Judge Dan Kazmaier, DHRC Chief Vet Annie Renzetti, Chief Investigator Brian Manges, Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley, Dover Down VP of Horse Racing Charles Lockhart, HRI General Manager James Boese, HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Sen. Dave Lawson,  DDA Deputy Principle Assistant Mark Davis, DSOA Executive Director Sal DiMario, Nellie Dennis, J. D. Dennis, and DHRC Administrative Assist Dianne Rager
Call TO ORDER

At 10:25 AM, Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Commissioner Brown with a second by Commissioner Talley to approve the September 11, 2012 meeting minutes as presented. Motion passed with unanimous voice vote
Old Business

Delaware owned Sub-Committee met on Sept. 25, 2012 at the DDA office.  Copies of their recommendation were in the Commissioner packet as well as available to those present.  After short discussion of the changes and a few minor adjustments of the wording Commissioner Talley made a motion to submit the changes to the Registrar of Regulations for publication, Commission Wagner seconded the motion.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.

new Business
License application from Jordan Rubin - Mr. Gallagher advised the Commission that Mr. Rubin was not present at the time and suggested to move on and come back after all reports.  Chairman Steele agreed and called upon Mr. Gallagher to submit his report.

Reports from Racing Executive Director, Racing Officials & Veterinarians

A.
Executive Director:
Mr. Gallagher advised the Commissioners he received a ruling from the State Supreme Court upholding the Commission’s decision in the Callahan appeal.  Mr. Kerber advised that at this time the only other legal recourse for Mr. Callahan would be the U.S. Supreme Court which would be highly unlikely.  After a brief discussion as to the mean necessary to recover the required repayment of approximately $190,000 it was determined that the Department of Justice would exhaust all means to recover the repayment and the additional $5,000 owed by Mr. Callahan.  
Mr. Gallagher continued his report by discussing the test results from the new blood gas machine and explained that the comparison between the two machines was working very well and the numbers seem to be getting closer together.  


B.
 Investigator:   

Brian Manges advised the Commission that September was very quiet and currently he and his staff are preparing for the move to Dover Downs. 

C. Chief DHRC Veterinarian:   
Dr. Renzetti advised the commission August was a quiet month with the exception of 4 afib’s.  She stated that she would monitor the situation and take any necessary action if needed.  She continued her report by telling the Commission about her and Mr. Gallagher’s attending the ICRAV convention in Philadelphia.  She stated that she was impressed by the information presented and that fact that so many people were there from all over the globe experiencing the same concerns and issues as the DHRC.  

D.
Presiding Judge:   
Mr. Kazmaier advised the Commission September was a good month with plenty of entries to fill the races.  
With all reports completed Chairman Steele asked if Mr. Rubin was present.  With him not present review of the application process moved on without him.  Mr. Gallagher gave a brief overview of the application and stated that because Mr. Rubin applied before the Commission two years ago but withdrew he felt that this new application should also come before the Commission.  After a short discussion of Mr. Rubin’s record, qualifications and Mr. Gallagher’s recommendation that a 6 month conditional license be issued to Mr. Rubin.  Those conditions would be that if Mr. Rubin is issued any violation with either $500 or a 10 day suspension Mr. Rubin’s license would be revoke permanently.  Commissioner Talley made a motion to approve a conditional license with those aforementioned conditions for Mr. Rubin.  Commission Brown seconded.  The Commission was polled by Chairman Steele.  Commissioner Brown voted yes, Commissioner Wagner voted yes, Chairman Steele voted yes and Commissioner Talley voted yes.  

Chairman Steele asked if a list of employees was submitted for approval.  Mr. Gallagher informed the Commission due to the upcoming interviews for a Presiding &/or Associate Judge he would like to submit to the Commission the completed list at the Special Commission Meeting to be held on Oct. 18th.  
public comment

Mr. Sal DiMario asked if the money is recovered from Mr. Callahan would the Commission then redistribute the money to the horseman.  Mr. Kerber stated he would research the matter and report back to the Commission. Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Davis also stated they would research what avenues if any the DDA might have in recovering the funds.  
Close of Public meeting

With no further public business to discuss Chairman Steele advised those present that the Commission would be entering into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and would not be returning to the public session.  Commissioner Talley made a motion to enter into Executive Session, Commissioner Brown seconded the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 12:00 Noon. 

