DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 19, 2013
Members Present: Lardizzone, Goss, Carroll, Corsa, Hampton, Harden, Keithley, McMullen, Sarg, Showell and Weir
Members Excused: Lank, Newman and Newstadt
Staff Present: Knotts and Peterson
Introduction of Guest(s): Ginny Yelland (VAMC), Linda Boone (Home of the Brave), Cheryl Doucette (Delaware Hospice), Anna Lopez (Army Wounded Warrior Program) and Mike Snyder (VVA)

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to our Nation’s Flag.

Chairman Lardizzone announced that there will be an executive session with the Delaware Veterans Home after the Commission meeting and he introduced the new Commissioner-at-Large, John Hampton.
Commissioner Hampton provided a brief explanation of his experience and military career.

Ms. Yelland provided an update about the VA Mobile Medical Unit and spoke about how they are taking an in-depth look at the main medical facility. She provided an update about damages sustained from Hurricane Sandy at the Georgetown Clinic and she answered questions.
Ms. Boone spoke about the public hearing requesting a variance for the Women Warriors Reintegration Program and the potential outcome. She encouraged individuals to submit a supporting e-mail to the board of adjustments of Sussex County and discussion followed.  A letter of support was provided on behalf of the Commission.
Ms. Doucette spoke about Operation Give Back at the River Walk; last year’s activities and this year’s expanded plans. She is planning an event on May 8, 2013, for Armed Forces Day in conjunction with the Indian River Senior Center. She spoke about the Vet to Vet Program and end of life issues. 
Mr. Snyder spoke about Point Man International Ministries and Veterans United Outreach of Delaware programs.

Ms. Lopez began by clarifying the she works for the U.S. Army Wounded Warriors Program (AW2), a DoD Army Program, which is not the same as the non-profit organization Wounded Warriors Project. She explained the official and unofficial services she provides for Army Wounded Warriors and answered questions.    
Mr. Knotts reported that the American Legion National Commander visited Delaware, as well as the Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs, Tommy Sowers. He also provided a short brief in reference to the Veterans Services Directory. He announced there will be an annual Medal of Honor Ceremony in Townsend on March 25, 2013, and later that day a “Habitat for Humanity” meeting in Georgetown. He reminded the Commissioners that April 1, 2013, is Senator Carper’s Veterans Summit and April 18, 2013, is “Hiring Our Heroes” event at Wilmington University in Dover. He introduced the new Senior Accountant, Stephen Corsiglia and provided some background information. 
Mr. Peterson provided a monthly update for the Delaware Veterans Home and talked about the changing faces of the occupants. He indicated all projects are moving forward as planned and informed the Commissioners that they would be receiving an invitation to the ABC of Dementia and Alzheimer’s Care Seminar at Dover Downs on April 11, 2013. He elaborated on the seminar and spoke about the grant to expand the dining room. He spoke more extensively about new legislation that has changed healthcare payments and answered questions.  He spoke about the Memorial Brick Fund and provided brochures. 
MOTION BY MCMULLEN TO ACCEPT FEBRUARY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY CARROLL, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERSONNEL

No report. 

NORTHERN CEMETERY
Commissioner Harden reported that the Northern Cemetery had 67 interments and 56 applications approved for the month of February 2013.  The casket cart was reconditioned, the main entrance is done, Memorial Day preparations are underway and they are replacing 20 dead or diseased trees. The Family Advisory Cemetery Committee (FACC) will meet on April 10, 2013, at 1:00 PM.  The raise & realignment project is due to start again on March 25, 2013.

SOUTHERN CEMETERY

Vice-Chairman Goss reported that they had 29 interments and 52 applications approved for the month of February 2013.  Preparations are underway for Flag Day. Used flags can be dropped off at either Cemetery or the Commission office for proper disposal on Flag Day. 
HEALTH SERVICES

Commissioner Corsa provided the February Service Officers report.  There were 132 claims filed, 24 decisions received, 1,853 claims pending and $299,000 in awards received. 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Commissioner Sarg spoke about the “six initiatives” he e-mailed to Commissioners that will be discussed in a meeting with Representative Jaques.
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Commissioner Weir provided a copy of a newspaper article and spoke about a tribute to a member of the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary.

BY-LAWS

No report.

COMMEMORATIVE AFFAIRS

Commissioner Showell provided images of memorials provided by Cecil Vault and Memorial Company of Wilmington and spoke about price ranges and other local monuments completed by them.
Commissioner Corsa provided a photo of the VVA Memorial in Sussex County and spoke about the price for that memorial. There was discussion about other memorials in Delaware and how to proceed forward.    
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Carroll (MOPH) – He provided a copy of a letter sent to President Obama from the National MOPH regarding the Distinguished Warfare Medal.
Corsa (VVA) – No report. 
Goss (KWVA) – Their State meeting will be held on Thursday, March 21, 2013.  They are working on another golf tournament in May 2013 at The Rookery in Milford. (www.rookerygolf.com/)
Harden (WAVES) – They are opening their scholarship again this year and provided the qualification parameters.   
Hampton (At-Large) – He commented that he has lots of energy and the ability to network and would like to help out where he can.

Keithley (40 & 8) – No report.
Lardizzone (DAV) – He will be meeting with the House Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman, Representative Earl Jaques today.  He will attend the KWVA event at the Modern Maturity Center in Dover and also the dinner hosted by Kathleen Matty, Amateur Chef of the Year, for deploying members of the 198th Signal Battalion, National Guard, with Mr. Knotts on March 21, 2013.
McMullen (AFSA) – They also have a scholarship; the details can be found at their National website (http://www.afsascholarship.org/).  Their Division I Convention will be held at the Sheraton in Dover from April 25-27, 2013.
Sarg (MOAA) – He thanked everyone for supporting their scholarship fundraiser and reported that he will be in Washington, DC (Storming the Hill) during the next Commission meeting.
Showell (At-Large) – She reported that last week was AmeriCorps Week and the Guard participated in a Vet Corps event and she provided a short brief.  She announced that the 198th Signal Battalion is deploying and their deployment event will be held on April 6, 2013, at Delaware State University.  She thanked Mr. Knotts for referring the “Best Chef of Delaware” to them for the upcoming event.
Weir (AMVETS) – No report.
NEW BUSINESS

No new business.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

No unfinished business.
ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION

No items for the good and welfare of the organization.
An Executive Session was held to discuss an issue concerning the Delaware Veterans Home.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
APRIL 16, 2013 (10:00 AM)

LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED
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