ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER FISH MINUTES

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2012
Richardson and Robbins Building Auditorium
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware

Phone 302-739-9912, FAX 302-739-6157
ADVISORY COUNCIL           


DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE

PUBLIC
1.  Edward A. Montague, Chair (Absent)

1. David E. Saveikis 


9 Visitors
2.  Garrett Grier, Jr., Vice Chair


2. Greg Moore
3.  Charles H. Golt



3. LT. David Blaasch
4.  Raymond F. Burris



4. Joe Rogerson
5.  Robert C. Nichols



5. Anthony Gonzon
6.  Neal Dukes (Absent)



6.Stew Michels
7.  Craig A. Karsnitz



7. Karen Bennett
8.  Joe C. Johnson



8. Karen Kennedy
9.  Dean Ratliff (Absent)
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Grier at 7:30 PM.
Agenda Item 1.   Approval of Minutes (Chairman).


A motion was made and voted unanimously to approve the August 14, 2012 minutes as written.  
Agenda Item 2.  Review of Proposed Non-Tidal Fishing Regulations (Stew Michels).


Mr. Michels, Program Manager for the Freshwater Fish Section, showed slides and provided handouts of the proposed changes to the Non-Tidal Finfish Regulation #3300.  Freshwater trout have been stocked in Delaware since 1937; continuously since 1954.  This has been supported through the purchase of trout stamps and SFR monies.  In 1993, ponds in Sussex and Kent Counties were added to the stocking schedule.  The non-tidal regulations were not modified to account for these additional stockings.  The Division lacks formal regulations prohibiting anglers from catching and retaining trout subsequent to stocking, but prior to the trout opener.  The Division received numerous complaints from anglers in 2011 regarding the early take of trout. Mr. Michels also reviewed the following amendments:

· §3301 to define Newton and Tidbury Ponds as designated trout ponds and establish their closed and open seasons.
· §3304 which establishes the trout pond season from the first Saturday in March through the second Saturday in February and sets the trout pond opening time at 7:00 AM.  
· §3303 to close designated trout ponds to all fishing 14 days prior to opening day.

· §3304 to allow bow and arrow for snakeheads.  Snakeheads are currently in Becks Pond managed by New Castle County; however, bow and arrows are not permitted in County Parks.  
Mr. Michels stated that there are also several proposed general housekeeping changes.  He announced that the hearing record opens on October 1st.  Comments may be submitted to Lisa Vest, Hearing Officer, DNREC, 89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware, 19901 or lisa.vest@state.de.us  A public hearing on the proposed amendments will be held on October 26 at 6:00 PM in the Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium.

Agenda Item 3.  Breeding Bird Atlas Survey (Anthony Gonzon).

Anthony Gonzon, Environmental Scientist for the Wildlife Section, provided a brief summary on the status of the 2nd Delaware Breeding Bird Atlas from 2008 through 2012.  A short review of the objectives and methods were presented.  Mr. Gonzon described the effort by volunteers to date; indicating over 110 volunteers have contributed 10,912 field hours and submitted 110,042 records to the atlas database.  Additional survey work is planned for 2013 to add distribution data for secretive species and waterfowl as well as to collect relative abundance data.  Preliminary results for several groups of birds were presented, including waterfowl, upland game birds, marsh birds, and raptors along with maps highlighting the changes over 25 years.  Atlas data is already being used by both the Division (Bobwhite Focus Areas, environmental reviews) and outside agencies and organizations (Delaware Ecological Network).  Waterfowl data indicated distribution increase in resident Canada Goose (+216%), Mute Swan (+120%), Wood Duck (+24%), and Mallard (+9%), but showed decreases in the distribution for Gadwall (-63%), American Black Duck (-64%), and Blue-winged Teal (-96%).  Maps for Canada Goose, Wood Duck, and American Black Duck showing the distribution change were shown.  Data for upland game birds indicated increases in the distribution for Wild Turkey, highlighted as one of the Division’s greatest management successes with a 548% increase over 25 years.  Mourning Doves also increased (+13%), but Northern Bobwhite (-47%), American Woodcock (-80.2%) and Ring-necked Pheasant (-90%) showed declines in distribution.  Detectability issues with woodcock may be influencing those data. Maps showing the distribution change for Wild Turkey and Northern Bobwhite were presented.  All marsh birds showed declines in distribution.  Species presented included Clapper Rail (-2%), Virginia Rail (-35%), King Rail (-44%), Black Rail (-60%) and Common Moorhen (-73%), but some of these declines may be a product of detectability problems.  A map showing the change in distribution for Virginia Rail was presented.  Lastly, data for raptor distribution was presented, showing increases for Bald Eagle (+875%), Cooper’s Hawk (+808%), Red-shouldered Hawk (+221%), Osprey (+175%), Peregrine Falcon (+67%), and Red-tailed Hawk (+12%).  Declines in distribution were noted for Northern Harrier (-32%), American Kestrel (-64%), and Broad-winged Hawk (-94%).  Maps for Cooper’s Hawk and American Kestrel were presented showing change over 25 years.  Next steps include analysis of all atlas data for all species, with emphasis on those that may be of management concern.

Agenda Item 4. Epizootic Hemorrhagic (EHD) Disease (Joe Rogerson).
Joe Rogerson, Deer and Furbearer Biologist, gave a presentation on Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) and its effects on deer.  Specifically, Mr. Rogerson talked and discussed what EHD was, how it is transmitted, the effects on the deer population, and the number of reports the Division has received thus far.  Epizootic hemorrhagic disease (EHD) is transmitted by small biting flies commonly called midges or “no-see-ums.” EHD is the most significant disease afflicting white-tailed deer in North America but is also the best known and the most widely studied, having first been identified in 1955 with regular, almost annual outbreaks since. EHD outbreaks are most often associated with periods of drought. All known outbreaks have occurred in late summer and early fall, and are abruptly curtailed with the onset of frost, which kills the midges and suspends the hatch of their larvae. 

EHD outbreaks are common in Delaware and other Mid-Atlantic States, with the last significant outbreak occurring in 2007 with more than 132 dead deer reported in Delaware. This year, 124 deer deaths have been reported so far. Deer have died from EHD in all three counties in Delaware, but mortality has been most concentrated in Sussex County, outside Georgetown and Milton.

Humans cannot be infected by EHD, nor can the disease be transmitted by consuming venison from afflicted animals. However, hunters are advised to avoid eating venison from visibly sick deer because they may be stricken by a secondary infection that could affect people. While cattle and other livestock can be affected by EHD, this is not common and deer are the primary species impacted.  Although deer can build up antibodies to the disease, there is no known effective treatment for EHD, nor can free ranging white-tailed deer be vaccinated against the disease. No pesticides can be sprayed to kill the insects that cause EHD. The virus deteriorates less than 24 hours after a deer dies, and cannot be spread from carcasses. Landowners may allow natural deterioration of carcasses in the field, but are advised to remove them from ponds or streams to prevent other contamination issues. Property owners are responsible for proper disposal of carcasses that they choose to remove; carcasses can be disposed of at landfills that accept household solid waste.

The public is encouraged to contact the Division if they find a dead deer and the apparent cause of death is not clear so the biologists can document the distribution and severity of the disease across Delaware.  Please contact the Division at (302) 735-3600 to make a report.  

Agenda Item 5.  Director Update (Director David E. Saveikis).

Director Saveikis gave the following Division update:

· On September 21, in continuing to promote the Division of Fish & Wildlife, a large media event was held at the Ted Harvey Wildlife Area celebrating the 75th anniversary of Federal Aid.  This is a Federal funding partnership the Division has which is funded through hunter and angler excise taxes on hunting and fishing equipment.    Also at this event was the announcement of the Hunting and Fishing Day.  A proclamation signed by Governor Markell and Lt. Governor Denn was read by Secretary O’Mara.  Senators Carper and Coon also attended this event. 
· Senate Bill #228 which prohibits the use of night vision hunting technology was signed by the Governor on July 27.  
· House Bill #402 which was developed by the Department to designate and manage non-native wildlife species was signed by the Governor on July 20.  This legislation gives the Department the authority to identify and develop regulations.  Nutria and coyotes are examples of non-native wildlife species that are now a challenge to manage in Delaware; the legislation will also allow the Division to address species such as feral hogs in the future.  
· The Division’s “Take A Kid Fishing” program was very successful.  These events were held at various locations in the State.  Two or three added events were in partnership with the Division of Parks & Recreation.
· The fishing photo contest featuring kids fishing closed on September 15.  Judging will be in the next weeks.  The winner will be featured on next year’s cover of the Fishing Guide.  The Fishing Guide format next year will be a magazine type style similar to the Hunting & Trapping Guide.  This new format will also be done at a much lower cost and will be released earlier in the year instead of in the spring.  

· The hunting photo contest featuring kids engaged in hunting activities will open on September 1, 2012 and will close on January 12, 2013.     
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Director Saveikis introduced Karen Bennett as the new Bayshore Initiative Coordinator.  
AGENDA FOR THE 10/30/2012 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

1. Approval of Minutes (Chairman).
2. Dog Training Area (Rob Gano).
3. Bayshore Initiative (Karen Bennett).
4. Update on Acquisitions (Rich Phifer).
5. Director Update (David E. Saveikis).
There being no further business, a motion was made, seconded and carried that the meeting be adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Sincerely,
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Karen Kennedy

Recording Secretary
