MINUTES

BOARD OF EXAMINERS

OF CONSTABLES

MAY 25, 2006

I. Call to Order

Major Paul Eckrich, sitting in for Colonel MacLeish, called the meeting to order at 1005 hours.  The meeting was tape-recorded and the Licensing Specialist of the Detective Licensing Section will maintain the tape(s).  The following members of the Board of Examiners were in attendance:

Major Paul Eckrich

Ralph K. Durstein, III, Esquire

Major James Hedrick

Mr. John F. Tharan

The following people were also in attendance:

Ms. Peggy L. Anderson - Detective Licensing Section

Mr. Edward A. Gagnon – St. Francis Hospital

Mr. David C. Groome

II.
Review and Acceptance of the Old Minutes

The minutes of the May 26, 2005 meeting were reviewed with a motion to accept them, as presented, by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

III.
Commission Renewals

Ms. Anderson presented the following Commission Renewals with all criminal history records checked; driver's licenses checked; and wanted persons file checked.  Everyone is in order.

A. Bayhealth Medical Center

1. John Raymond Bibby – Firearms

2. Jeffrey Michael Botteon

3. Gregory Louis Coughlin

4. David Wayne Freeman – CCDW

5. Radford Jordan Garrison – Firearms

6. Terry Lee Kauffman – Firearms

7. Marvin Ernest Lands – CCDW

8. Kevin Michael MacFarland

9. Jose Ramon Mendez

10. Dennis Bruce Thompson

11. Martin Joseph Volk, III

A motion was made to accept A.1.-11. as presented for approval, by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

B.
Christiana Care Health Services

1. Tina J. Albano

2. Michelle E. Barksdale

3. Allen J. Becker

4. Bruce T. Blackburn

5. Edwin R. Boulware

6. Andrew W. Burton

7. Julio E. Cardenas

8. Ray E. Collins

9. Edward S. Davis, Jr. – Traffic

10. Henry J. Dawson

11. George Richard Deem, Jr.

12. Harold T. DeLancey

13. Paul J. Diguglielmo

14. Michael D. Diossi, Sr.

15. John G. Fleming

16. Richard W. Gerard

17. Jason P. Graham

18. Carlton L. Gregory

19. Winston E. Guthrie

20. Brian J. Heath

21. Robert Joseph Irwin

22. Patrick N. Kinney

23. Curtis J. Knott

24. Gary P. Lennon

25. Sean Fitzpatrick Lennon

26. Michael T. Marine - Canine

27. David F. Melvin

28. Michael David Norton – Traffic

29. William Francis Nutter

30. Crucito Ortiz

31. Clyde R. Painter, Jr.

32. James T. Palumbo

33. David Allen Parker - Canine

34. William W. Sheats, Jr.

35. Joseph J. Smigielski, III

36. Willie R. Smith

37. Francis E. Szczerba

38. Robert Vagonis

39. David J. Valimont

40. David L. Wilkes

41. Robert B. Workman - Canine

A motion was made to accept B.1.-41. as presented for approval, by Mr. Tharan with a second by Major Hedrick.  The motion was carried.

C.
Delaware Division of Revenue

1. Joseph J. Boyle

A motion was made to accept C.1. as presented for approval, by Mr. Tharan with a second by Major Hedrick.  The motion was carried.

D.
Dover Downs, Inc.

1. Joe Michael McNair

2. Victor Fraser Middleton

3. Charles Newman Mosley

4. Eric William Sasse

A motion was made to accept D.1.-4. as presented for approval, by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

E.
Wilmington College

1.
Edward David Sydnor

A motion was made to accept E.1. as presented for approval, by Mr. Tharan with a second by Major Hedrick.  The motion was carried.

IV.
New Commissions

Ms. Anderson presented the following new commissions for approval.  They have met the requirements and have provided the proper documents to the Detective Licensing Section.

A. Christiana Care Health Services

1. Michael J. Lawson

A motion was made to accept A.1. as presented for approval, by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

B. Wilmington College

1. William R. Fornicola

2. Thomas S. Williams - MMPI

A motion was made to accept B.1. as presented for approval, by Mr. Tharan with a second by Major Hedrick.  The motion was carried.

A motion was made to accept B.2., pending a favorable MMPI, for approval by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

V.
Resignations/Terminations

A. Christiana Care Health Services

1. Mason Brownlee

2. David C. Groome

3. Robert A. Skibicki

4. Douglas Collier Young

B. Diamond State Port Corporation – Port of Wilmington

1. Agency Resignation

a. 
William G. Boles, III

b. 
Gerardo J. Hernandez

c. 
Thomas Henry Mague

d. 
Maurice Stokes

e. 
Steven Maurice Thomas, Sr.

C. Dover Downs, Inc.

1. George L. Bryan

D. MBNA America Bank, N.A.

1. Agency Resignation

a. 
Charles N. DeVita

b. 
Brian F. Gimlett

Items A.-D. inclusive, are for informational purposes only.  No action is necessary.  Ms. Anderson also noted that items B.1. and D.1. are for the agency also, they do not wish to have Constable positions any longer.

VI.
Old Business

A.
Bayhealth Medical Center

1. Firearms Request Pending

a. Kevin Michael McFarland

b. Jose Ramon Mendez

c. Dennis Bruce Thompson

d. Martin Joseph Volk, III

Ms. Anderson refreshed the Board that at last year’s meeting Bayhealth Medical Center had requested that all their Constables be approved for firearms.  Individuals in A.1.a.-d. have not received their training as of this date.  Mr. Marvin Lands, Bayhealth Medical Center, informed Ms. Anderson that the request for these individuals was in the case of an emergency and that they would qualify as per the requirements before they would be granted a permit to carry a firearm.  This is FYI to the Board.

B. Delaware Division of Revenue

1. Badge

The badge for the Delaware Division of Revenue was presented in a photo, pending a badge being submitted to the Detective Licensing Section, at last years meeting.  This has been done and it meets the requirements.  This is FYI to the Board.

VII.
New Business

A. St. Francis Hospital

1. Request Constables (Exhibit A)

a. Edward A. Gagnon

Ms. Anderson presented Mr. Edward A. Gagnon as the representative from St. Francis Hospital, requesting to have Constable positions at that facility.  Insert A is a letter explaining the request.

There were questions presented to Mr. Gagnon regarding what has happened in the past, what they look to accomplish, how records are kept, and who and how many individuals would be commissioned.

A motion was made to grant A.1., St. Francis Hospital, the authority to have Constables by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

With that approval, a motion was made to accept A.1.a. as presented for approval by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

B. Detective Licensing Section’s Comments

Ms. Anderson presented the issue of record checks not being able to be done outside of Delaware once the individuals have been initially approved.  A statewide check of any arrests is done on a quarterly basis for everyone that the Detective Licensing Section regulates.  The example being that if someone were to be arrested in another state for a charge that would prohibit them, once they have been approved, there is no way of knowing this.  Some of these individuals even live out-of-state.

Ms. Anderson is requesting that approval be given to charge the fee set by the FBI for this check to be done on a yearly basis.

After discussion, approval was given for the FBI checks to be done.  The agencies will be notified this year that this will begin next year at renewal time.  They will be given sufficient amount of time for this process to be completed before the renewal period has ended.

Ms. Anderson informed the Board that law went into effect in January 2006 requiring that meeting minutes be put on-line, either pending or final.  It is requested that this Board’s minutes be put on-line as a draft with final approval after the next year’s meeting.  This is currently done for the Board of Examiners of Private Investigators & Private Security Agencies meeting minutes without any issue.

Approval was given to place the minutes on-line as a draft until the next Board meeting for final approval.  At the present, Mr. Durstein will look over the minutes before they are put on-line.

C.
Board Member’s Comments

Major Hedrick wanted to thank Ms. Anderson for all her hard work that she does for the Board and the industry.

Mr. Gagnon brought to the attention of Ms. Anderson that he had a photo of a badge for approval.

A motion was made to approve the photo, pending an actual badge being sent to Detective Licensing Section, by Major Hedrick with a second by Mr. Tharan.  The motion was carried.

Mr. Tharan asked Mr. Gagnon as to how, and if, the background is being done on the security vs. any other personnel hired by the hospital.  Mr. Gagnon stated that fingerprints are taken for the criminal background as well as hair samples for drug use.  This would also be done on an on-going basis for the Constables.

D.
Administrative Staff’s Comments

Major Eckrich wanted to thank Ms. Anderson for all she has done and Mr. Durstein for his input to the Board.

Major Eckrich permitted Mr. Groome to present his case at this point in the meeting.  Mr. Groome did not inform the Detective Licensing Section that he wanted to appear at the Board Meeting and be placed on the agenda.

Mr. Groome stated that Mr. Tupman informed him of the Board meeting and that he would be permitted to attend to appeal his case with Christiana Care Health Services.  Mr. Groome had been a Constable for them for over 20 years up until the Fall of 2005 and is currently out on disability, when an incident with his family happened at the Hospital.  Mr. Groome’s commission was not renewed as stated in Item V.A.2.

Mr. Groome gave the accounts of what happened while a family member was a patient at the Hospital, and other family members being arrested by the State Police and going before a Judge and the verdict of those charges.

After giving Mr. Groome ample time to speak his case on his Constable position, Major Eckrich asked exactly what he wanted this Board to do.  Mr. Groome never really came out with that specific request.  His issues were more with Christiana Care policy, the arresting officers’ Troop Administrator or Internal Affairs, and the Judge.  There was nothing that the Board could do on those issues.

Mr. Groome turned in his Christiana Care Constable badge to Ms. Anderson.

Mr. Durstein stated that the only issue that Mr. Groome has to this Board is that if he has a complaint against another Constable.

VIII.
Adjournment

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, by Mr. Tharan with a second by Major Hedrick.  The motion was carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1046 hours.
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