Workers’ Compensation Task Force

Weekly Meeting Minutes

April 12, 2013
I. Members in Attendance:  Dr. Barry Bakst, Rep. Ruth Briggs-King, Edward Capodanno, John Casey, Jr., Victor Clark, Lt. Gov. Matt Denn, Harry Gravell, Jr., Anthony Frabizzio (for George Heckler, Jr.), A. Richard Heffron, Sen. Gerald Hocker, Sam Lathem, Hon. John McMahon, Gene Reed, Joseph Rhoades, Dr. Bruce Rudin, Rep. Bryon Short, Hon. Wayne Smith, Yrene Waldron, Tim Wisecarver.  DOL Staff:  John Kirk, Toni Muncey.
II. Discussion Subjects:
a. HCAP and Data Collection Committee reports

b. Chair’s list of issues for consideration (see voting below) 
III. Results of Votes:  
a. Unanimously approved 4/2/13 minutes

b. Change Delaware statute to require that workplace safety inspections include compliance by employers with their obligation to complete Modified Duty Availability forms for any workers who have had compensable injuries since the employer’s last inspection. 
i. Vote:  18 in favor, 1 abstained (Wisecarver), 1 absent (Blevins)
c. Change Delaware statute to permit increases for all health care providers based solely on CPI-U, rather than CPI-U Medical.  
i. Vote:  11 in favor, 7 opposed (Bakst, Briggs-King, Capodanno, Heffron, Hocker, Rudin, Smith), 1 abstained (Wisecarver), 1 absent (Blevins)
d. Change 18 Del.C. §2610 to require appointment by Insurance Department of an attorney to represent ratepayers throughout the rate-setting process, with authority for the appointed attorney to retain an actuarial expert and statutory provisions for the attorney to require available data and other factual information from the applicant.  Cost would be paid by the applicant.  
i. Vote:  12 in favor, 4 opposed (Briggs-King, Hocker, Lathem, Reed), 2 abstained (Waldron, Wisecarver), 2 absent (Bakst, Blevins)   

IV. Hand-outs:  
a. Issues for Consideration at April 12, 2013 Workers’ Compensation Task Force Meeting

V. Public Comment:

a. Chris Kenny – The Kenny Family ShopRites of Delaware

b. Debbie Hamilton – Cozen O’Connor

c. Lee Dotson – Delaware Association of Insurance Agents & Brokers
d. Larry Wilson – S. T. Good Insurance
Electronic copies of hand-outs and audio recordings are available on the 
Lieutenant Governor’s website: http://ltgov.delaware.gov/taskforces/wctf/index.shtml
