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STATE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
FULL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

DOVER, DELAWARE 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2012 
 
The February monthly meeting of the Delaware Human Relations Commission was held by video-conference at 
the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Conference Room A, in Dover, Delaware; and the Carvel 
Building, 820 N. French Street, 4th Floor Executive Conference Room, Wilmington, Delaware. The meeting 
was called to order by Chairperson Calvin Christopher at 7:13p.m., followed by a period of silent meditation. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Chairperson Calvin Christopher and Commissioners Mashoor Awad, Jamaal Bivens, Diaz Bonville, Whittona 
Burrell, Erika Caesar, Chok-Fun Chui, Wallace Dixon, Bernice Edwards, Earnest Gulab, Marian Harris, Gail 
Launay, Lorenzo Murdaugh, Olga Ramirez, Eli Ramos, Peter Schott, and Rosemarie Williams were present.  
Deputy Attorney General Barbara Gadbois was also in attendance. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
 
Commissioners Nathan Barnett, Stephen Elkins, Prameela Kaza, Wayne Keller, Lois Myers, Bob Watson Jr., 
and Jamie Wolfe were excused.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Chairperson Christopher asked for approval of the January minutes. Commissioner Ramirez made a motion to 
accept the January minutes and Commissioner Dixon seconded the motion. All were in favor. None opposed. 
Motion carried.  
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT 
 
Mr. Robert Adams 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
New Appointments to SHRC 

• Ms. Erika Caesar and Mr. Wayne Keller were recently appointed to the Commission by the Governor.  

Committee Appointments  
• Chairperson Christopher said he will be contacting all committee chairpersons to discuss assignments, 

and possible reassignments, to their respective committees.  

50th Anniversary Celebration & Voter Registrar Training  
• Chairperson Christopher said he will have comments to make about these two subjects later in the 

meeting.  
 

DIRECTORS REPORT 
 
Joint Finance Committee Hearing 

• The Joint Finance Committee was held February 9th at 10:00 am in Legislative Hall. Commissioners 
Murdaugh and Dixon attended the hearing, along with Director Fullman.   

• Secretary of State Bullock talked about Corporations, banking, etc. Director Fullman said she mentioned 
that the Commission is celebrating 50 years of service this year. She said the Commission acknowledges 
that discrimination, racism, sexism, and the like, are not past practices; they are current practices and 
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this body exists to eliminate them so the State of Delaware is a place where people want to live and 
work.  

 
Human Relations Racial Forum -- ‘Tim Wise’ Forum was held on Jan. 18th 

• MLK Action Forum- Free to the public (10:30am to 12:30 pm) 
Dialogue to Action: “So Many Ways To Serve” – featuring Tim Wise 
Delaware Technical Community College, Wilmington 
Mr. Wise is a nationally acclaimed anti-racist writer and activist called “One of the most brilliant, 
articulate and courageous critics of white privilege in the nation.” 

• Director Fullman said Mr. Wise was an excellent speaker and said the Division would like to have him 
speak at the Annual Fair Housing Conference as well.   

 
Annual Fair Housing Conference – New date: April 19, 2012 

• Re-scheduled to April 19, 2012. Still being held at the Sheraton Conference Center, Dover. 
• Confirmed speakers Ms. Sara Pratt, HUD, and Mr. Tim Wise. Theatrical Fusion will also be doing some 

interesting skits during the conference. 
• As the Legislature will not be in session during this date, it is hopeful many legislators may be interested 

in attending. Director Fullman encouraged the Commission to contact their elected officials, town 
council, etc. and invite them personally to attend the conference.  

• Commission participation at the conference is encouraged. 
 
Civil Rights Forum – “Your Voice, Your Vote, Your Future!” February 21st at the Carvel State Office 
Building, Wilm. 

• The SHRC and Division have agreed to partner with the Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League’s 
Young Professionals is presenting a civil rights forum in Wilmington on February 21st at 5:30 p.m.  

• Presentations: 
o Why Vote, Practically Speaking – Dr. James Newton 
o Polling, Voting and Race – Dr. David Wilson 
o Voting in Delaware – Anthony Albence 
o Felon Voting Rights – Kathleen MacRae 
o Everyone Must Do Their Part – Eleisha Smith 

• Commissioner Burrell is scheduled to participate at the event.  

‘Summer House Saloon’ Decision   
• The media and the public have been asking questions about this decision. 
• Barbara Gadbois said this is a public document so the public has a right to know what has been decided. 
• All decisions, including this one, will be placed on the Division’s website for review. 
• The decision was made that all future calls would be referred to Director Fullman.  

Sussex County News Article  
• Director Fullman talked about a recent News Journal article that described a possible housing related 

offense. An Investigator with the Division talked to the non-profit agency listed in the article, and 
afterward suggested the Commission may want to look into the matter further.  

• Director Fullman encouraged Commissioners to attend meetings; such as planning councils, city 
councils, town councils, and board meetings, to listen to decisions that are made on a local level. She 
said it would give the Commission visibility as well.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Legislative Committee: (Chairperson, Jamie Wolfe) 
 No report given.  
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Community Response Committee: (Chok-Fun Chui, Chairperson) 
• The committee met with prospective candidate Mr. Robert Adams prior to the regular meeting.  

 
Equal Employment Opportunity Committee: (Gail Launay, Chairperson) 

• Formal department reviews were completed in December.  
• The committee recently met on January 30th. Vice-Chairperson Launay said they will meet again on 

February 16th where they will continue with the eight additional reviews they have left to do.  
• Committee is working on a save-a-date card for a statewide HR Conference. More information to 

follow. 
 
Public Awareness: (Doug James, Chairperson) 

• Delaware Beach Life magazine will be doing an article on former Commissioner Bill Johnston for their 
June issue. 

• The Committee is still working with Marilyn Whittington, Humanities Forum, to acquire the funds 
necessary to produce a documentary on the Commission.  

50th Anniversary of SHRC sub-committee: (Bob Watson, Sub-Committee Chairperson) 
Commissioner Burrell gave this report. 
• The 50th Anniversary Dinner for the Commission will be held on May 3, 2012 at the Sheraton Hotel.  
• Theme: “Celebrating 50 years of Human Rights for All.”  
• The contract with the Sheraton has been secured for that date.  
• Committee is working on confirming the keynote speaker. 
• Several people have been contacted; Dr. Delores Finger Wright (DSU) was one of the Freedom Riders 

in the 1960’s. She has confirmed that she can be a speaker. Governor Markell has been notified of date 
of the dinner as well.  

• Budget: Committee is formulating budget costs and hopes to have this completed before their next 
meeting on February 17th.  

• Appeal to all Commissioners: Even though this committee is working on the details, it is requested that 
all Commissioners submit names for the committee to invite. A large part of the success of the dinner 
will be getting approximately 200 attendees; this would require a much larger database of invitees. 
Chairperson Christopher reminded everyone that it is an event sponsored by the entire Commission. He 
said he hopes it will be a “Year to Remember.” 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Chui reminded the Commission that everyone needs to come to Dover for the Voter Registrar 
training at 6pm next month on March 8th. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved at 8:38 p.m. 
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