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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748



Minutes of the DHRC Meeting Held
 PUBLIC SESSION 
June 11, 2013
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission met

at 10:15 AM in the Exhibit Hall Boardroom, Harrington Raceway

Harrington, Delaware
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele 
	Chairman

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman

	George Staats 
	Commissioner 

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner


Others Present
Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, DHRC Executive Director of Racing Hugh Gallagher, Presiding Judge Dan Kazmaier, DHRC Chief Vet Annie Renzetti, Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,  HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, DSOA Executive Director Sal DiMario, DDA Deputy Principal Assistant Mark Davis, Chief Investigator Frank Sullivan, Judy Davis-Wilson –DESBF,  HRI General Manager James Boese, Morgan McInnis-Horseman, Stacey Cohee – DHRC Legal Counsel, Martin Davis –Horseman, Dr. Whiston –DHRC Vet, John Wayne- Executive Director Thoroughbred Racing Commission, Wes Gerardi- DHRC Blood Gas Analyst, Mark Mayes- Horseman, Toby Lynch Jr. – Horseman, Dr. Hanebutt- Brenford Animal Hospital &  John Garey- Attorney.   
Minutes: Donna Krol 
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:15 AM, Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Commissioner Staats to approve the May 14, 2013 meeting minutes as presented.    Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.

Old Business:
· Award Presentation:  Hugh Gallagher 2013 RCI Len Foote Award.

John Wayne-Executive Director for the Thoroughbred Racing Commission presented Hugh Gallagher – Executive Director for the DHRC with the Len Foote Award for 2013.   This award is the highest honor bestowed on racing regulators in North America.

 Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session 

June 11, 2013
new business:
· Reports:  Racing Administrator, Racing Officials & Veterinarian 

Moved to Executive Session for discussion.
· MORGAN MCINNIS APPEAL – The appeal was heard on the Morgan McInnis case and was recorded by a court reporter from Hawkins Reporting Service.  (see transcript for details on the hearing)  The Judge’s final ruling was unanimously upheld by the Commission.  Mr. McInnis was allowed to withdraw his appeal and his bond of $400.00 was refunded.  Andrew Kerber, Esquire, Attorney for the Commission, will issue a written decision in due course.

Note:  Driver, Victor Kirby & Driver, Eddie Davis Jr.  did not honor the subpoena they were served and were not present for the appeal.

· MARTIN DAVIS APPEAL – The appeal was heard on the Martin Davis case and was recorded by a court reporter from Hawkins Reporting Service.  (see transcript for details on the hearing)  The Judge’s final ruling was modified to read that Mr. Davis entered and presented an unfit horse to race in the paddock on February 7, 2013 that was scratched by the Judges.  Andrew Kerber, Esquire, Attorney for the Commission, will issue a written decision in due course.
· Extension of the 30 Day Qualifying Rule – Mr. DiMario presented to the Commission and asked that the 30 Day Qualifying Rule be extended to 60 Days.  Effective with the draw for the races on Governor’s’ Day (7-25-13) through the draw on August 29, 2013.  The 30 Day Qualifying Rule will resume with the draw on September 1, 2013.    Hugh Gallagher added that this has always been done in the past and serves as a benefit to the horsemen who are experiencing a short supply of horses to race.  Chairman Steele made a motion to extend the 30 Day Qualifying Rule to 60 days for the time frame discussed.   Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.

public comment

No Public Comment  
Close of Public meeting

With no further public business to discuss Chairman Steele advised those present that the Commission would be entering into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and would not be returning to the public session.  .  Meeting adjourned at 1:35 PM.

Last Day of Racing at HRI is 6-26-13.  Summer Break 6-27-13 thru 8-11-13.

No DHRC Commission Meeting in July 

Governor’s Day Racing is 7-25-13, Post Time at 7:00 PM
Qualifying Races on 8-8-13, First Day of Racing on Monday, 8-12-13

Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for   August 13, 2013.

Meeting will be held at Harrington Raceway – Exhibit Hall Boardroom.

Equine Lab Tour has been scheduled for Thursday, June 20th.

