DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

MAY 20, 2014
Members Present: Lardizzone, Sarg, Armbruster, Carroll, Corsa, Farley, Goss, Hampton, McMullen, Newman, Newstadt, Seppala, Showell, Smith and Weir
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Staff Present: Knotts and Peterson
ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS
Bill Peterson (Veterans Home Director) – Provided a monthly report for the Home and shared a patient’s success story. He spoke about their planned fishing trip and Heather McKay’s visit. He spoke about how the Obama Care Health Plan was affecting what care the VA will pay for.  He also indicated that they are still having problems getting a meal program for patients that travel to the VA for care.  
Jessica Finan (Home of the Brave Director) – Indicated their male facility is full and they just received a $6,000 grant from the American Legion. The numbers in the female shelter are still low.  They had Blue Rocks tickets donated for the residents for the game tonight. They are in the running for a grant from the Delaware Community Foundation and the site visit went well. She answered questions and discussion followed.
John Knotts (DCVA Executive Director) – Continuing work with the Governor’s Policy Academy for Service Members, Veterans and their Families (SMVF) the multi-agency assembly is forming a coalition for public / private partnerships to be known as Delaware Joining Forces (DJF).  There will be a series of meetings to plan a joint symposium scheduled for September 10, 2014 to attract public and private entities to join the coalition.  Direct services for SMVFs will also be provided with specific breakout session for areas of special interest to service providers and organization representatives.  
PRESENTATIONS
Joe Finocchiaro Jr. (North Pole Marathon) – Presented information on a benefit event for a marathon at the North Pole to raise money for veterans.  He will keep the DCVA apprised of their progress with planning this event and in the fervent  hope that members will disseminate news of the event among their respective organizations and Delaware’s veterans.  
Bill Gay described a veterans’ resource guide on veterans’ issues and resources.  He was a recent guest speaker at the Lions District 22 Convention.  In collaboration with Lions of Sussex County and the Dept. of Veterans Affairs, they have provided for local eye exams for veterans.  This is just one example of several local initiatives.  
Pat Cerchio-Vieira (WAVES National) – Provided a brief background and indicated that in 2013 the WAVES National proposed to change their name to Military Women of One Nation and open up membership to all services. She indicated that in Delaware; they will be called Military Women of Delaware and announced that they have a luncheon scheduled for June 21, 2014. She also spoke about writing a book and her speaking engagements. 
MOTION BY SARG TO ACCEPT APRIL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY NEWSTADT, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

NORTHERN CEMETERY

Commissioner Armbruster reported that there were 74 interments and 60 applications received for the month of April 2014. They are getting ready for the Memorial Day Ceremony on May 26, 2014. 
SOUTHERN CEMETERY

Commissioner Goss reported that there were 23 interments and 27 applications received for the month of April 2014. 
Commissioner Corsa added that the Flag Day Ceremony will be held at the Southern Cemetery on June 14, 2014, 10:00 am.  
PERSONNEL

Commissioner Farley reported that Sherri Taylor was selected for and accepted the position of Senior Accountant effective 5/18/2014, which leaves the Administrative Specialist III position open. The Executive Director will be on leave June 2-9, 2014. The Veterans Service Officers will attend training at the National Association of County Veterans Service Officers (NACVSO) Annual Conference in Grand Rapids, MI, from June 8-13, 2014. The DVMC Bear has a Conservation Tech position open and currently two casual/seasonal positions open with one  at each cemetery. All requests for hire require justification as being critical fills and require approval from the Office of Management & Budget. 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Commissioner Corsa questioned the status of transportation from Sussex County and was told it was put on hold.
VETERAN SERVICES

Commissioner Corsa reported on VA claims activity for April 2014. There were 160 claims filed, 1,972 claims pending, with an amount awarded of $1,165,630.30. Outreach performed; VA VSO meeting, MCP meeting and Vet Center Outreach.

VETERANS TRUST FUND

Commissioner Corsa reported that the April 2014 revenue was $1,245; we incurred $5,344.99 in expenses, with a monthly total of $4,099.99. The current balance is $45,419.68 and there were 9 awards for assistance this month. 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Commissioner Sarg reported on the progress of current bills and prospect of adding “veteran” on the Delaware driver’s license and the proposal of a veteran license plate. 
FINANCE & LOGISTICS
Commissioner Newman reported that the Veterans Day Committee Fund has a balance of $757.06. They have received the $100 donations from MOAA, MOPH, American Legion, DAV and AFSA.  If your organization has not donated yet, please get it in to Sherri Taylor. They received a letter from Mr. Donald Whitworth, who plays taps at military events with Bugles 
Across America, and he is requesting funds to help pay for a uniform. 
MOTION BY CORSA TO DENEY THE REQUEST, SECONDED BY NEWMAN, MOTION CARRIED.
The AMVETS flag at DVMC (Northern) needs to be replaced; which prompted discussion.

COMMEMORATIVE AFFAIRS

The Memorial Day Ceremonies will be held at DVMC Bear on May 26, 2014, and at the War Memorial, Delaware Memorial Bridge on May 30, 2014. 

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Armbruster (AMERICAN LEGION) – Reported the Boys State Program will be held June 8-12, 2014. Their Department Convention will be held July 9-11, 2014, at Dover Downs.  Posts are currently presenting JROTC & ROTC awards throughout the state.
Carroll (MOPH) – Described the national initiative led by MOPH to generate interest and support for a commemorative period to recognize the contributions of veterans of World War II.  The Spirit of 45 is a not-for-profit entity advocating for the event and sponsors the Express Bus on a nation-wide tour to promote the cause.  The Spirit of 45 Express will be on site and the Memorial Day recognition event May 39, 2014 at the Delaware Memorial Bridge.  
Corsa (VVA) – Announced the Huey Helicopter will be dedicated on May 26, 2014, at the Vietnam Veteran Memorial in Kent County. There will be a TBI meeting at the American Legion in Georgetown on May 21, 2014, and everyone is invited.
Farley (MCL) – Provided a briefing to NABVets in Wilmington on April 19, 2014.  On April 23, 2014, he attended a session of police training for dealing with veterans with TBI/PTSD at DRBA. He attended the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast on May 1, 2014, the Blue Mass on May 2, 2014, and the Job Fair at Dover AFB on May 3-4, 2014. He spoke about being more of a sponsor at such events. He also attended a Police Memorial Ceremony at Legislative Hall on May 7, 2014, and the Joint Armed Services Committee meeting May 17, 2014. He attended the dedication of a monument for the Marine Corps Engineers at Quantico, VA. The Marine Corps League, Department of Delaware, held their Convention and he was re-elected as judge advocate for his detachment. 
Goss (KWVA) – They were honored by Dover AFB and presented with a check for $1,000, which was turned over for the monument in Dover. He spoke about a remarkable program called Flags for Veterans in Lewes, near the Cape Henlopen High School; it was a field full of American flags. 
Lardizzone (DAV) – Attended the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast and the Connecticut Department Convention in the same day. Their State Convention will be held May 23-24, 2014.  They are hosting a DAV night at the Blue Rocks tonight; they have 113 veterans going to the ball game. 
McMullen (AFSA) – Attended the new Division 1 Convention in N.Y. in April 2014 and is the Division 1 Vice President for the next two years. He attended the Governor’s Prayer Breakfast on May 1, 2014, and on May 14, 2014, he attended the JP Morgan Chase briefing by the Joint Veterans Commission. AFSA has updated their web site and they now have a Facebook and twitter account allowing them to reach the younger group. They also presented several JROTC awards in DE, MD and VA.  On May 16, 2014, they cleaned up the southern area of Gettysburg battlefield. On May 18, 2014, he attended the Memorial Mass at the Vatican in Washington, DC.  He will be the MC for the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Northern Cemetery. They have a dog tag fundraiser for AFSA; see him if you are interested. 
Newman (VFW) – He has been flying all around the U.S. visiting hospitalized veterans. The Posts are engaged in the business of electing officers for the upcoming year.  Their Department Convention will be held June 6-7, 2014, in Claymont, DE. He will not be able to attend the Bridge Ceremony; as he will be in Texas. 
Newstadt (JWV) – He attended the Newark Memorial Day Parade and thinks the Commission should be invited and attend. JWV will hold their annual luncheon and installation of officers on May 25, 2014. Their National Convention will be held in Charleston, NC, in July 2014. 
Sarg (MOAA) – Announced that he was honored to represent Delaware at the Storming of the Hill in Washington, DC and he spoke about some of the issues discussed. They have been involved with high school JROTC programs and presenting medals and certificates throughout the state.  At the University of Delaware, they presented full sets of bars to the graduating ROTC cadets. This weekend they provided $6,000 in scholarships to ROTC students and thanked all those who participated in their fundraising programs. Commissioner Farley assisted in reporting about Operation Seas The Day in Bethany Beach.  He mentioned the Sean W. Mullen Memorial Golf Tournament on June 27, 2014 at the DAFB.
Seppala (MOWW) – Attended the MOWW Regional Convention, presented JROTC awards. On June 4, 2014, there will be a reception to honor the MOWW National Commander & Chief.
Showell (AT LARGE) – Mentioned that the Joint Forces Headquarters has moved into a new facility in New Castle; and is now called the Armed Forces Readiness Center. On May 16, 2014, she provided a presentation about Women in the Military at the Osher Lifetime Learning Center at the University of Delaware.  On May 14, 2014, she participated in the Armed Forces Day luncheon at the Hotel DuPont. The Military Ball was held on May 18, 2014, at Dover Downs; and they had over 1,000 attendees. On Memorial Day they have a number of Commanders and unit members doing presentations throughout the state.  
Smith (DELVETS) – Reported that they had their dinner, pool/spring clean-up day, running of the horses and dog show.  This year they will recognize veterans that have been awarded a combat service award on Memorial Day. 

Weir (AMVETS) – Spoke about the opening of the new 9-11 site. He announced that the AMVETS officers have been elected and will be posted this week.  He will look into the flag situation for DVMC Bear.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Commissioner Showell indicted that at the last Commission meeting, the Commemorative Affairs Committee proposed posting flags on poles in front of the Commission office. Mr. Knotts reported that they had a quote of $7,600 for two 20 ft. flag poles with a light on top and no landscaping. He further explained that we could utilize in-house staff for landscaping and installation of the flag poles.  Material expense is estimated at $3,000.  Due to budgetary constraints, this project will be deferred until the new fiscal year.   
Mr. Knotts spoke about the license plate proposal; “I Support Veterans” vs “I Honor Veterans” and discussion followed. The bill is now in legislation and an update will be provided at the next Commission meeting.
Commissioner Weir provided a handout about pension benefits.

MOTION BY WEIR TO PURCHASE COMMISSION HATS W/LOGO TO WEAR TO EVENTS IF A COMMISSIONER DOES NOT HAVE AN ORGANIZATIONAL HAT, SECONDED BY CORSA, MOTION CARRIED.    

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Knotts provided a presentation about the Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery; memorial markers & plaques and eligibility criteria. There was discussion about the future upkeep of the markers & plaques and updating the eligibility criteria for interment. He asked that the Cemetery Committee review the residency requirements and consider updates. 
ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION
Commissioner Farley announced that the Delaware Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) banquet and awards ceremony will be held on June 4, 2014, at Dover Downs. 

Mr. Knotts encouraged members to consider making submissions of any local area or organization events for publication and promotion in DCVA media resources.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
JUNE 17, 2014 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100, 
Dover, DE
ADJOURNED at 1400
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