SCPD POLICY AND LAW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 12, 2014 – 1:30 PM

DHSS CAMPUS, MAIN ADMINISTRATION BLDG. – ROOM 198, NEW CASTLE, DE

Present: Tony Horstman, Parent (Committee Co-Chair); Daniese McMullin-Powell, SCPD Chairperson (Committee Co-Chair); Brian Hartman, DLP; Pat Maichle, DDC; Dan Madrid, DVR; Marge Turner, DMMA; Chris Long, DDDS (via phone); Bob Osgood, SCPD; Kyle Hodges, SCPD
Absent: William Payne, GACAAPD; Victor Orija, Ombudsman’s Office; Moni Edgar, UCP; Wendy Strauss, GACEC; Debra Veenema, MS Society; Karen Lazar, Ombudsman’s Office; Jamie Wolfe, CDS; Nick Fina, SCPD; Vince Boehm, DDC; Ray Brouillette, Easter Seals; Deb Bradl, DVR; Liz Schantz, SCPD; Steve Perales, DSCYF/PBHS; Diann Jones, DDC; Linda Heller, SCPD; Connie Hughes, DelARF 
CALL TO ORDER
Tony Horstman called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM. 
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA
Kyle added HB 196 and a DOE regulation if time permits. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes from the October 2013 meeting were approved as submitted.  
REVIEW OF LEGISLATION, REGULATIONS AND POLICIES
1. DOE Final Charter Schools Regulation [17 DE Reg. 913 (3/1/14)] – Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to alert the DOE that its amendment may not implement its intention.  

2.  DOE Final Paraeducator Permit Regulation [17 DE Reg. 919 (3/1/14)] – It was agreed that no further action was needed. 

3. DOE Final Curricula Alignment with State Content Standards Reg. [17 DE Reg. 915 (3/1/14)] - It was agreed that no further action was needed. 

4. DFS Final Child Placing Agencies Regulation [17 DE Reg. 925 (3/1/14)] – it was agreed to send a thank you communication.

5. DMMA Proposed Preventive Services Regulation [17 DE Reg. 885 (3/1/14)] – Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to endorse the regulation consistent with Brian’s memo.

6. DMMA Prop. Adult Group Medicaid Claiming Methodology Reg. [17 DE Reg. 887 (3/1/14)] - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to endorse the regulation consistent with Brian’s memo.

7. DMMA Prop. Medicaid Prescription Drug Reimbursement Reg. [17 DE Reg. 893 (3/1/14)] – Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD inform DMMA that Council reviewed the proposed regulation and note that pharmacies have balked at low drug reimbursement rates in the past.  In addition, Council will inform DMMA that it is unable to adopt a position on the proposed regulation given lack of information on whether the rates fairly compensate pharmacies.  

8. DMMA Prop. Pathways to Emp. Medicaid Plan Amendment Reg. [17 DE Reg. 930 (3/1/14)] - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to share the observations consistent with Brian’s memo as a supplement to SCPDs previous correspondence and copy appropriate divisions. Dan Madrid abstained. 
9. DSS Prop. TANF Employment & Training Program Sanction Reg. [17 DE Reg. 897 (3/1/14)] - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to share the observations consistent with Brian’s memo.

10. S.B. No.161 (Educator Evaluation System Waiver) - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to share the observations consistent with Brian’s memo with policymakers.   Please note that comments were submitted on S.B. 168 (which is an identical bill) since S.B. 161 was stricken on March 20th.  

11. S.B. No. 163 (Endangering Welfare of Child) – Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to take no position on the bill while sharing the observations with policymakers.   A courtesy copy will be forwarded to the Public Defender to facilitate input from an agency with more experience in interpretation of the Criminal Code.  

12. H. B. No. 229 (Conditional Driver’s License) - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to share the observations consistent with Brian’s memo with policymakers.

13. S.B. No. 162 (Possession of Deadly Weapon) - Motion was made, seconded and approved for SCPD to share the observations consistent with Brian’s memo with policymakers.

DDDS Waiver
It was noted that the Executive Committee has already approved Brian’s memo regarding this issue.  This was done to facilitate expedited process since DDDS indicated it plans to send its application “not later than the end of the week of March 10th”.  However, Kyle noted that the letter has not been sent.  Tony noted that letters approved by the Executive Committee be shared with full Council when they are important issues such as this.  Kyle noted that all letters on the SCPD website.   The letter will be copied to Representatives Smith and Heffernan.

Other Business
HB 196 – Given time constraints, this bill will not be reviewed in detail.  It has already been addressed by the Housing Committee.  This is an SCPD initiative and prohibits housing discrimination based on source of income by adding “source of income” as a protected class under the Delaware Fair Housing Act and the Landlord Tenant Code.  Brian noted that the Realtor Association has submitted a draft amendment provided by Rep. Baumbach which would basically undermine the intent of the legislation. Kyle will be drafting the letter opposing the draft amendment and another for support of HB 196 based on Brian’s comments on the bill and draft amendment.  

DOE Regulation – Kyle provided a response from DOE regarding the Uniform Definitions for Student Conduct.  DOE had not provided a previous response on SCPDs comments in the Register of Regulations so Kyle followed-up.  Brian noted the response was uninformative.    
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kyle Hodges

SCPD Director

min march 14





