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STATE OF DELAWARE
STATE FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSION
DELAWARE FIRE SERVICE CENTER
           (302) 739 – 3160								 	   1463 CHESTNUT GROVE ROAD
        FAX  (302) 739 – 4436									      DOVER, DELAWARE 19904






STATE FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSION

Monthly Meeting

December 16, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT

David J. Roberts, Chairman
Alan Robinson, Jr., Vice Chairman
Tom DiCristofaro
Marvin Sharp 
Ron Marvel
Lynn Truitt 
Richard Toulson

ALSO PRESENT

Patricia Davis-Oliva, Deputy Attorney General
Patrick Matthews, M.D., BLS Medical Director
Sherry Lambertson, Executive Specialist
David J. Truax, Investigator/Compliance Officer
Grover P. Ingle, State Fire Marshal
Robert P. Newnam, Director, State Fire School

GUESTS

Louis Amabili, Hockessin Fire Co.
Anthony Guzzo, DVFA President, Hockessin Fire Co.
Anthony Spiezio, DTI W. Mike McMichael, DSEMSA
Warren Jones, DVFA
Alan Brown, Assistant State Fire Marshal, OSFM
Mike Greico, Station 19
Andy Fulton, Office of Emergency Medical Services
Alan Post, American Legion Smyrna
Elmer Steele, DVFA
Charles Frampton, Past President/DVFA
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Guests cont.

Mike Chionchio, Assistant State Fire Marshall, OSFM
J. Allen Metheny, DVFA
Jason Capps, KCAA
W. Mike McMichael, DSEMSA
Jeffrey A. Reising. FBI

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Roberts called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Agenda Amendment

It was moved by Vice Chairman Robinson, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to amend the agenda to add two additional action items.  This is from correspondence received by the Executive Specialist.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

E. Bethany Beach – Fiscal Financial Year Change
F. Marydel – Audit Extension Request.

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 18, 2014 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, and seconded by Commissioner Truitt that the minutes of the November 18, 2014 Commission meeting be approved.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

It was moved by Vice Chairman Robinson, seconded by Commissioner DiCristofaro to go out to order of the approved agenda, to action item A.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

REGULAR BUSINESS

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]



SFPC Minutes
December 16, 2014
Page 3

Church Fires

Fire Marshal Ingle discussed a series of fires that began in the early morning hours of December 2, 2014 involving numerous churches.  On duty, Deputy Fire Marshal Brian Schad was alerted to church fire.  While on route to that fire, he was alerted to a second church fire.  Deputy Fire Marshal Tate Coulbourne was dispatched to the second location.  While assessing the scene’s along with the Delaware State Police, a third church fire was reported.  Deputy Fire Marshal Robbie Brode and Assistant State Fire Marshal Michael Chionchio were dispatched to the third location.  Because of the nature and speed at which fires were being reported, Fire Marshal’s Office made contact with the U.S. Dept. of Justice Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives, in which a team responded and the FBI in which special agents responded. Major Hawkins, DSP was on scene and offered any assistance that would be needed for the continued investigations.

An arrest was made in six days and got two perpetrators off of the streets.  We are fortunate that it wasn’t more serious than it was.  It was a great cooperative effort by the Law Enforcement community and the people that the Office of State Fire Marshal works with daily.  

Fire Marshal Ingle introduced the team of those who worked tirelessly to bring this case to a close quickly;

Michael Chionchio, Assistant State Fire Marshal– Commander of Operation
Alan Brown, Assistant State Fire Marshal– Lead Investigator
Brian Schad, Deputy Fire Marshal III 
Robbie Brode, Deputy Fire Marshal III
Tate Coulbourn, Deputy Fire Marshal II
Scott Bullock, Chief Deputy Fire Marshal
Major Robert Hawkins, Delaware State Police
Lieutenant Randy Fisher, Delaware State Police
Detective Robert Dadio, Delaware State Police
Detective Todd Richie, Delaware State Police
Detective Scott Weaver, Delaware State Police
Supervisory Senior Special Agent Jeffrey Reising, FBI
Special Agent Victoria Rictel, FBI
Special Agent Beau Kolodka, ATF
Special Agent Patrick Fyock, ATF
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Church Fires cont.

Without these individuals working hard together as a dedicated team, this would not have ended as quickly.  The Commission thanked each of them for a job well done.  It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to send a letter of thanks for the efforts put together during the multiple church fire investigation. 

Personnel Items 

The Deputy Fire Marshal I position in Sussex County remains vacant.  A decision will be made shortly and the commission will be kept informed. 

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that the position of Administrative Officer in Kent County has been presented to Karen Virdin on December 1, 2014 as a promotion.  This creates an Executive Secretary vacancy.  

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that Administrative Specialist I vacancy in Sussex County has been posted and closed on Thursday.  Interviews will be set up after the first of the year.  

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson to authorize Fire Marshal Ingle to post, interview and hire for the vacant Administrative Specialist I position in Sussex County Executive Secretary vacant position in Kent County.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Assistant Chief of Technical Services, Duane Fox received his 20 year service award.  It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to recognize Mr. Fox for his 20 years of service.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

User’s Group Meeting – 2015 SFPR’S

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that the User’s Group meeting took place on December 9, 2014.  An outline was created as to what will take place within the committee.  Some of the items have already begun review.  There was representation from the architectural community, engineers, New Castle County, code consulting, City of Wilmington Fire Department, along with R.T. Leicht and John Rudd of the Office of State Fire Marshal.

The next meeting is scheduled in February.  Fire Marshal Ingle will keep the Commission apprised of the meeting outcome.
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Fire Death

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that Aetna Hose, Hook and Ladder responded to a house fire that was a fatal fire.  Upon arrival there was heavy fire and the City of Newark requested assistance on the incident. This is the sixth fire fatality of the year.

DFIRS Incidents Received


	TOTAL STATE PARTICIPATION IN COMPLIANCE

	82 %



DELINQUENT DEPARTMENTS

	New Castle County
	

	Cranston Heights
	August & September & October

	Belvedere
	September & October

	Kent County
	

	Cheswold
	 January – October

	Citizen’s Hose
	October

	Felton
	October

	Frederica
	September & October

	Little Creek
	August & September & October

	South Bowers
	January 2013 – September 2014

	Sussex County
	

	DelMar
	October

	Georgetown
	October

	Roxana	
	May & June & July


OVERDUE REPORTS BY DAYS
	30 Days
	60 Days
	90 Days
	90+ Days

	4
	2
	2
	3



         Source:  DFIRS Incidents received as of 12/04/14.
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REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR

Director

· Fuel Tanks 3-5 - EPA did not accept response – DAG Kerber is preparing for an Administrative proceeding before an Administrative Judge.  They are working on rendering a fine amount.
· Repairs and updating have started on Tanks 1-2
· Consolidation with DTI – Discussion for the commission’s consideration.
· Phone system update – Kent County installation and update should be completed by the end of December.
· One-Year plan status – Attached for commission review.  The majority of the projects are competed per Director Newnam.
· Year End report for 2014 – Director Newnam feels comfortable with this report and the fluctuation in student numbers.  He stated that the blended learning for Fire Officer I, is going very well.
· Officer’s Seminar – January 17th – Candice McDonald – Reputation Management
· Instructor workshops will be conducted this year  
· Submitted the 2014-15 AFG grant request
· EMT request for approval of Paramedic recertification class for 24hr Delaware program.  Director Newnam is looking for direction from the Commission.

Staff Activities

· Senior Instructor Gajdos attended the Escaping Violent Encounters Instructor Course. 

Programs/Courses 

**Figures in red are reflective of the number of students in last year’s same class.

· Current Month 
· Rope Rescue – 27 students (18)
· Vehicle Rescue – 46 students (44)
· WFD Recruit Class – currently being conducted at the New Castle Division 
· EVO class – Sussex Division – 10 students (18) 
· ICS 300 – 7 students (6)
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EMS
 
· Current Month
· Escaping Violent Encounters – 11 students
· Escaping Violent Encounters Instructor Course – 10 students
· CEU programs – 10 scheduled (one cancelled, Instructor issue) (10)
· EMT – Refresher
· NCD – 16 students, Kent 7 students, SCD 10 students
· EMT Practical’s – 81 students scheduled 

· Status of Ambulance licensing for 2015 – total normal at this time
· Companies – Total 71 providers  – 15 Private – 56 Volunteer/ Fire Service 
· New Castle – Aetna, Christiana, Cranston Heights, Five Points, Minquas, Belvedere, Wilmington 
· Kent – Carlisle, Cheswold, Frederica, Houston, Marydel 
· Sussex – Delmar, Frankford, Laurel, Lewes, Millville, Seaford, Selbyville, Roxana 
· Others – Christiana Care SCTU, GEM, Lifestar, Mid Atlantic, St. Francis, Transcare 

Public Education and Injury Prevention Activity Report 

· Current Month
· Fire Safety Programs – 2 scheduled
· Injury Prevention Programs – 1 scheduled 

Maintenance – Building and Grounds

· Repairs to the Liquids Pad – currently being done
· Installation of replacement folding walls scheduled for January
· Delmarva Power – prop installation at the New Castle Division
· Drill grounds closed for the winter – winter repair project started 
· New carpet office area – rearranged to accommodate IT personnel.

Financial  

· Past Due Billings
· 30 days – 40,250.00 
· 60 days – 25,070.00
· 20678 Tuition Fund – 621,207.00
· 20500 Haz Mat Tech Fund – 209,102.00
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Financial cont.

· Accounts receivable – 81,000.00
· Revenue Comparison 
· Tuition – 2014 – 91,615.00 , 2013 – 55,248.00
· Haz. Mat. – 2014 – 2,300.00 , 2013 – 5,200.00

· Special Funds Summary – The Special Funds Summary report was submitted to the Commissioners for review.
· Expenditure Report – The Expenditure report was submitted to the Commissioners for review.

Staff and Office Staff Meeting Minutes

Staff and office staff meeting minutes were submitted for Commission review.

Personnel Issues 

· 	DiDonato – No current report on return status.
·     Senior Instructor Jack Wilson will begin work on January 5, 2015.

Scheduled Activities

· Director Newnam will be on annual leave from December 22, 2014 to December 31, 2014. 

BLD MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Dr. Matthews addressed the Commission and submitted the following report.

1. Narcan pilot update:  No significant updates. The pilot phase will continue until the new protocols are active in the spring 2015. Any BLS agency interested in participating should send a message of intent to OEMS, attention Andrew Fulton to begin the process.  Given the success of the pilot program thus far, and the local as well as national attention being paid to the opiate epidemic, the administration of Narcan by BLS to appropriate patients and with proper training will continue to gain importance throughout the State.

2. The success of the DE BLS CPAP pilot will be presented in abstract form at NAEMSP annual meeting in January 2015. Thank you to all trainers, providers, and agencies that helped to make this program successful.
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BLS Medical Director cont.

3. Infection control: Continued screening and heightened awareness of possible Ebola infection, and proper precautions on behalf of EMS should continue. The most recent DE influenza report shows increased incidence over the last few weeks and is now classified as widespread throughout DE. BLS should continue to enter any influenza like illness (ILI) cases into DEMRS for monitoring throughout DE. CDC reports a drift in the influenza type A strains from expected raising concerns about the effectiveness of this year's flu vaccine.

4. Reminder to EMS agencies regarding free standing ED policy. The call ahead to medical direction is necessary in all cases. Patients will be accepted by free standing ED based on the best interest of the patient. Patients in need of timely interventions, including cardiac or trauma service activation, or clear need for hospitalization will best be served by direct transport to appropriately capable facility. Most priority 3 patients will be acceptable and patients in need of immediate airway stabilization or cardiac arrest may be appropriate with proper notification. Patient or family preference does not supersede the decision by medical control in these cases.

5. Thank you to Matt Gajdos and DE City Fire Company who coordinated, sponsored, and submitted an application for a CPR assist device grant. If accepted, the grant would significantly reduce the cost of purchasing these devices for BLS companies throughout the State.  

REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATOR/COMPLIANCE OFFICER

In November, David Truax conducted fourteen ambulance unit inspections.  

No new cases were opened this month and investigations are underway.  

Three cases were presented for closure.

#1310 Received May 10, 2013 – Recommended for closure per Investigator and Deputy Attorney General Jamison.  Explanation of case presented to Commission.

#1322 Received October 14, 2013 – Recommended for closure per Investigator and Deputy Attorney General Jamision.  Explanation of case presented to Commission.
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#1411 Received in 2014 – Recommended for closure per Investigator and Deputy Attorney General Jamison.  Explanation of case presented to Commission.

Commissioner Marvel raised personal concern that he does not feel he is receiving enough detailed information regarding a case to make a proper judgment on closing a case.  He feels very strongly that he should be given detail of each case for the purpose of answering questions if he should be approached by someone with questions.

Commissioner DiCristofaro stated that the Commission has previously voted to give authority to the Investigator and Deputy Attorney General to investigate and make judgments on behalf of the cases.  All pertinent information is investigated and reviewed between the Investigator, Prosecuting Deputy Attorney General, Commission Deputy Attorney General and Investigator Supervisor, Sherry Lambertson prior to a case being presented for hearing or closure before the Commissioners.  It is important to know that the Commissioners should be kept uninvolved in case the party involved wants to appeal to the Commission.

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson to accept the recommendation of Investigator Truax and Deputy Attorney General Jamison to close case #1310, #1322 and #1411.  A motion was carried by a roll call vote.

Commissioner Toulson -	Yes		Commissioner Sharp -		No
Commissioner Marvel -	Not Voting	Commissioner DiCristorfaro –Yes
Commissioner Truitt -		Yes		Vice Chairman Robinson -	Yes
Chairman Roberts -		Yes

REPORT OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

Deputy Attorney General Davis-Oliva reported that the Commission should schedule a new hearing for Millsboro and Dagsboro Fire Companies regarding their boundary dispute.  A pre-hearing conference will be scheduled between the attorney for both fire companies and the commission’s Deputy Attorney General for the purpose of continuity of the GIS maps.  

REGULAR BUSINESS

Action Items
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Delaware Burn Camp

Commissioner Truitt agreed to become the liaison between the Commission and Delaware Burn Camp.

Annual Scratch Rate

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to maintain 10% as the annual scratch rate for 2015.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Approve 2015 Commission Meeting Calendar

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Truitt to approve the meeting dates for 2015.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

These dates are publically published on the www.Delaware.gov calendar.

Department of Technology and Information – Review Service Level Agreement

The Commission, Fire Marshal Ingle and Director Newnam reviewed the Service Level Agreement between to be agreed upon between the agencies.  It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson to accept the DTI Service Level Agreement between DTI, Fire Prevention Commission, Fire School and Office of State Fire Marshal.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Bethany Beach – Change Request for Financial Year End

Bethany Beach Fire Company requested to change the company fiscal year end to a calendar year end.  It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson to approve the calendar year end date for Bethany Beach Fire Company per audit regulations.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Marydel Vol. Fire Company Audit Extension Request

Marydel Vol. Fire Company requested by email an extension on the SFPC audit submission date due to delay of department records reaching the CPA from the State Auditor’s Office.  It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Commissioner Marvel to accept the email on a non-precedence setting basis and verify who the Treasurer is for the company.  The extension is granted for 60 days past January 1, 2015.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
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NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Roberts reported that he attended a meeting with the Insurance Commissioner, along with Commissioner Marvel and Vice Chairman Robinson.  The meeting was with regard to legislation pertaining to cost of ambulance runs.  The next meeting is scheduled in January.

GENERAL INFORMATION

No report at this time.

CORRESPONDENCE

No report at this time.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

No report at this time.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Chairman David J. Roberts

Chairman Roberts reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, Sussex County Firefighter Association Meeting, New Castle County Firefighter 
Chiefs Meeting, and New Castle County Firefighters Association Meeting.

Vice Chairman Alan F. Robinson, Jr.

Vice Chairman Robinson reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, Interviews at DSFS in Dover, Citizens Hose Fire Company, Meeting with Department of Insurance in Dover, Citizens Hose Fire Company Board of Directors’ Meeting, Citizens Hose Fire Company Fire Prevention Awards and DVFA Executive Meeting at DSFS in Dover.

Commissioner Ron Marvel

Commissioner Marvel reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, Kent County Firefighters Meeting, Sussex Chiefs Meeting, Sussex Firefighters Meeting, Funeral for Fireman at Laurel, Meeting with Insurance Office, Funeral for Fireman at Laurel and New Castle Firefighters Meeting.
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING

January 20, 2015
Commission Chamber
Delaware Fire Service Center
1463 Chestnut Grove Road
Dover, DE  19904

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, and seconded by Commissioner Marvel that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:24 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry R. Lambertson

Sherry R. Lambertson
Executive Specialist
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