DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

JULY 15, 2014
Members Present: Sarg, Armbruster, Carroll, Corsa, Farley, Goss, Hampton, McMullen, Seppala, Showell, Smith and Weir
Members Excused: Lardizzone, Newman and Newstadt
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Staff Present: Knotts
ADMNISTRATIVE REMARKS
Ginny Yelland, VAMC Operations Manager for Ambulatory Care – She provided a report about their most recent survey at the Wilmington Community Living Center, which was administered by the Long Term Care institute and she felt it was an excellent survey, with only a few minor issues. She provided a hiring time line for the most recently employed physicians at the Dover and Georgetown clinics. She spoke about how VA home based primary care team’s function and how they will come into play in the Wilmington VA Health Care System.  She reported the lower Delaware shuttle had 37 passengers this month and spoke about plans being put into place to overcome current obstacles. She said they are gearing up for the national wheelchair games in Philadelphia and Pat Caldwell is working on that event.
Jessica Finan, Home of the Brave Director – She reported the male facility remains full and the female facility has 2 adult and 2 children. She reported they have been working with the 211 system for intake and have made some favorable changes that have had some success with getting permanent housing for residents and mentioned the board is considering building a female facility on the land they already own. 
John Knotts, DCVA Executive Director – He reported $1,215 was raised from the Freedom run and he attended the American legion convention at Dover Downs, and he was presented with a $500 donation for the Veterans Home.
PRESENTATIONS
Michael Duckett – Outpost Leader Pointman Ministries of Delaware, 302-387-7638, mduckett68@gmail.com – He provided a short personal background and spoke about why his ministry was created and about his future walk to raise monies for the organization. 
Patricia Keeton - Education Associate, Private Business, Trade School & Vet Affairs – She explained that she approves the private business and trade schools in the state of Delaware participation in VA educational programs. She further explained that her services are split between the state and federal government. She provided handouts and explained in detail how the program works and its various functions. More details can be found at http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/ . 
Dave Skocik – Trust Fund –He announced there is an article about the Trust Fund in the newsletter for Delaware Electric Cooperative and spoke about the Korean War memorial event on July 27th. He provided an update on the Watch Maker project. 

Elisabeth Byers-Jiron- Stand Down – She introduced herself and spoke about the upcoming Delaware Veterans Stand Down on 3 October 2014. The transportation flyer is available and announced they have meetings on the fourth Tuesday of the month at the American Legion Post 2 in Dover at 1pm. 
MOTION BY CORSA TO ACCEPT JUNE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, MCMULLEN  BY NAME, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

NORTHERN CEMETERY
Commissioner Carroll reported there were 64 interments and 59 applications received. They have purchased a sod cutter, which saves a great deal of time and work.
SOUTHERN CEMETERY
Commissioner Goss reported there were 33 interments and 29 applications and spoke about employee recognition; the staff has been recommended for an employee of the quarter group award for design and build of the Memorial Circle.
PERSONNEL
Commissioner Goss reported there are 3 vacancies, one Administration Specialist III in Dover which has been approved, for posting. One Veterans Service Officer approved and pending posting, and one Administration Specialist III at Bear, Pending approval. 
VETERAN SERVICES & VETERANS TRUST FUND
Commissioner Corsa reported there are 74 new claims, awards of $1,238,830 and 4 Outreach events attended. Report for Veterans Trust Fund for the month of June, $o revenue brought in, incurred expenses of $2,846.79, leaving a total of $41,586.27.
Vice-chairman Sarg reported there is a Friend’s of Delaware Trust Fund meeting at the Commission on 22 July, 2014.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
Vice-chairman Sarg reported that legislation passed providing for a specialty license plate supporting veterans and the professional licensing with credit for military training and experience. SB 206, an act to amend title 6 of the Delaware code relating to protecting military service members from abusive practices was also passed. Mr. Knotts reported there has been no progress on the design of the veterans’ license plate.
COMMEMORATIVE AFFAIRS
Mr. Knotts introduced Greg Bee Administrator of the Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery and Bob Vincent Conservation Manager, the architects and builders of the flag pole project at the Commission office. Mr. Bee reported on the progress of the Flag Pole project and stated they have saved the Commission a lot of money by doing it in-house. Mr. Knotts also presented both employees with 15 year service pins from the State of Delaware. 
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Seppala (MOWW) –He attended the Delaware Military and Heritage Education Foundation open house at ft. DuPont, the detachment 1150 Engineering Company Home Coming ceremony and Cecile Co Salute to Veterans. He attended Ruth Harden’s memorial service and had a private tour of the Chapel of the Four Chaplains at the Philadelphia Navy Yard and attended the 198 Signal Battalion change of command. He will attend the annual MOWW chapter picnic and the MOWW national convention August 5 to 10. 
Armbruster (AMERICAN LEGION) – The American Legion convention was July 9, 10 & 11 at the Dover Downs and the national convention will be August 21 to 28 in Charlotte, NC and he attended the 5K Freedom run in Dover. He also attended Rep Carney’s father’s viewing. 
Farley (MCL) – He reported he will attend the quarterly meeting for the Brain Injury Association on July 26 and participated in the Freedom 5K Run. He also attended the Military Community Partners meeting in July and acquired information about two upcoming job fairs for veterans being sponsored by our congressional delegation. 
Showell (AT LARGE) – She reported the new chair for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) is Gary Stockbridge. The Navy has officially moved in the Armed Forces Readiness Center and the ribbon cutting for this facility begins at 9:30 on August 1st.  August 21 -23 she will be attending the National Guard Association Conference in Chicago, IL. 
Corsa (VVA) –He announced there will be a TBI meeting on July 16 at the American Legion in Georgetown, VVA 850 and he is working with the Korean War Veterans on the presentation of the monument in Dover. He informed everyone that they are starting a VVA chapter in Sussex co. and if you know any Vietnam Veterans members in Sussex co. please refer them to him.

Goss (KWVA) – He also attended the service for Ruth Harden. The Korean War memorial will be dedicated on 27 July at 2pm at the Kent County Veterans Memorial Park in Dover and on September 20th they are having a Golf tournament and he will have more information on that event at the next meeting.
Sarg (MOAA) –He thanked everyone for their cards and well wishes while he was incapacitated. 
Carroll (MOPH) – He attended the Wilmington VA Medical Center briefing on July 8th and reported the MOPH National Convention in August is in Denver, CO. September they are planning a dinner honoring the National Commander elect Pat Little.  

McMullen (AFSA) –He too wanted to thank everyone for their cards and well wishes as he too has been down with a knee replacement. Their National Convention will be 16 to 21 August in Jacksonville and he still has some coins left.

Weir (AMVETS) –He reported they had their AMVETS State/Department Convention in Dover and he also attended Ruth’s ceremony. 

Hampton (At Large) – He brought flyers for the Veterans Resources event at DSU on July 30 and spoke with Dave Skocik about a memorial for Veterans of Middle Eastern conflicts. He is spearheading the development of a local chapter of the Prevention Coalition of the Anti-drug Coalition of America. Their first meeting will be August 18, with meetings on the third Thursdays of the month.  
Smith (DELVETS) – He also attended the Operation Home Front event and Commissioner Harden’s memorial service. He spoke about Post#1 upcoming events. 
Newman (VFW) – He will be in attendance at the VFW National Convention in St. Louis, MO from July 22 to 27 where he will lead the Military Order of the Cootie in the Patriotic Parade, he will speak in front of the convention delegates and will lead the Military Order of the Cootie Supreme National Convention. He will also make a visit to our hero’s at Jefferson Barracks VA Hospital and will make a donation of $17,000.00 to the VFW National Home for Children for their Education Fund.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mr. Knotts spoke about an AmeriCorps Grant awarded to the Commission and indicated the group will help with the Delaware Joining Forces Initiative. There is an upcoming bill signing ceremony on the 21st. He spoke about how the organization is being effected by the lack of personnel due to positions being vacant. He encouraged participation at the upcoming Mental Health Summit on September 10, 2014 at the Embassy Suits in Newark, DE.
MOTION BY MCMULLEN TO ACCEPT THE AFTER-ACTION REPORT AS A TOOL FOR OUR ORGANIZATION, SECONDED BY CORSA, MOTION CARRIED.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
August 19, 2014 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED
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