DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Minutes of the Meeting
September 16, 2014
Members Present: Charles Armbruster, Bill Carroll, Bob Corsa, Bill Farley, George Goss, John Hampton, Paul Lardizzone, Bill McMullen, Barry Newstadt, Ron Sarg, Earl Seppala, LTC Angela Showell, Myron Smith and Albert Weir
Members Excused: Mark Newman
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Staff Present: Bill Peterson, Lewis Brooks and Pamela Anderson
ADMNISTRATIVE REMARKS
Chairman Lardizzone introduced the new Administrative Specialist III Lewis Brooks and Mr. Brooks provided a short background.
Bill Peterson, Administrator, Delaware Veterans Home, reported the census as 122 residents. They just underwent two successful annual surveys with the VA and the State. The VA made a recommendation on one policy and needed some life safety records clarified.  State survey team had three minor areas that included: a sanitation solution device that was repaired while the survey team was on-site, a question regarding resident council approval of meal tray schedule/timing, and an alert glitch in the EMR system which is being rectified. Admissions – Four admissions are scheduled from 9/16 to 9/25. The next Admissions Committee meeting is scheduled for October 7th. They recently had a meeting of the Friends of Delaware Veterans, in which it was reported they received a $25K contribution from a law firm in Wilmington and the board has made plans to purchase a new bus. He spoke about a master plan for improvements to the Veterans Home over the next 5 to 10 years and plans to write a grant for those improvements. He stated their medical director Dr. Marc Kattelman, DO has announced he will be retiring and they have hired Dr. Wayne Zwick, MD as the new medical director to replace him. 
Jessica Finan, Home of the Brave Director - She reported they are full at both facilities; 15 occupants at the male and 8 at the female. They are in great need of clothing and furniture donations at the female facility and school supplies for the children.  
John Knotts, Executive Director, provided a report in his absence that the DCVA participated in the following events:
August 25, 2014 – Congressional Delegation hosted a meeting with Director Robin Aube- Warren for discussion on VA issues.  She reported on ongoing IG investigations and efforts to implement recommendations.  They will host a Town Hall meeting on Sep. 26 and will work with the DCVA to schedule Town Hall meetings across the State.  Attending:  Commissioners W. Farley, P. Lardizzone, R. Sarg, B. Newstadt.  

August 27, 2014 – Attended the Mental Health Summit planning meeting 1400 AFJRC with Pamela Anderson.  Final details worked out among the multiple agencies on the program for the event to be held Sep. 10, Embassy Suites, Newark.

August 29, 2014 – Recognition Ceremony and Reception for James H. Gilliam, Sr., at Cokesbury Village Retirement Center.  Attendees:  Commissioner Seppala

September 6, 2014 – Homecoming Ceremony, 3-238th General Support Aviation Battalion, Delaware National Guard, Army Aviation Support Facility at 1000.  MG Vavala presided over the reception for the welcome home ceremony.  The congressional delegation attended along with Lieutenant Governor Denn and Commissioners W. Farley, W. McMullen, Earl Seppala, Charles Armbruster, P. Lardizzone, and J. Knotts. 

September 7, 2014 – Change of Command Ceremony, BG Chambers relinquished command of the Delaware Army National Guard to BG Begley, Army Aviation Support Facility at 1300.  Brigadier General James P Begley III assumed command. MG Vavala presided.  Attending:  Commissioner Farley, C. Armbruster, E. Seppala, J. Knotts.  

September 10, 2014 – The 2014 Veterans Mental Health Summit, Newark, Delaware was sponsored by a multi-agency coalition, including the DCVA.  Opening remarks were made by Robin Aube-Warren, FACHE, Director, DE and Southern NJ VA Healthcare System and Secretary Rita Landgraf, DHSS.  Twenty-seven organizations provided information outreach in the event main room.  Focus sessions included in the program were: Veterans in Recovery; Stand by Them; Delaware Joining Forces; Trauma Related Sexual Problems; and What Our Veterans Have Taught Us about PTSD.  Delaware Joining Forces opened with remarks by Major General Frank Vavala.  A panel comprised of Marc Richman Phd., DHSS, CMSGT Dawn Peet (Ret.) State Family Readiness Coordinator, Daniel Young, Military One-Source, and John Knotts, Executive Director.  

Mental Health Summit, Embassy Suites, Newark

September 14-17 – National Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs, annual meeting and conference.  

Upcoming Events:

September 23, 2014 – Economic Summit, Terry Campus Conference Center, Dover. Registration $30 includes breakfast and lunch.  

September 26, 2014 – WVAMC Town Hall meeting 1200 in the Auditorium.

September 30, 2014 – Joint Finance Committee hearing on Pass Through organizations. Assistance for Needy and Homeless Veterans AKA Peoples Place – Veterans Outreach Program scheduled from 2:40 to 3:00. 

October 3, 2014 – Veterans Stand Down, Walter L. Fox,  Post 2 Dover 0900 – 1500.

October 4, 2014 – Retiree Appreciation Day, DAFB, The Landings 0800-1200.

November 7, 2014 – Friends of Delaware Veterans, Inc. f/t Trust Fund, Dinner at the Modern Maturity Center, Dover.  

November 10, 2014 – Marine Corps Birthday

November 11, 2014 – Veterans Day

November 18, 2014 – Office of Management and Budget – public hearing for the FY 2016 budget preparations for the Department of State.  Meeting is in the Senate Chamber from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM.

December 8, 2014 – Wreaths Across America, recognition ceremony, Delaware General 

Assembly.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Rebecca W. Craft, ED.D., Academic Counselor and VA Certifying Official Delaware Technical                                                        Community College, Terry Campus- DETECH has created a profile and is now a member of Delaware Joining Forces. The college has a large population of military and military affiliated members and was most recently named a military friendly school.  She said they are taking on more organizational activities with the vets and they will be organizing a group called Veterans Inspiring Projects (VIP) that will be for veterans and run by veterans.
Pat Cerchio (-Vieira) – President First State Military Women Warriors – She explained they have officially changed their name, because they have had so many requests from women of different branches. She announced the First State Military Women Warriors will have a luncheon on September 27th, 2014 at noon and their National President Dassa Carvey will be speaking. 
Liz Byers-Jiron –Director of Stand Down Planning Committee –This year’s Stand Down will be on October 3, 2014 from 9 AM to 3 PM. Historically the Stand Down has been dedicated to homeless veterans, but this year it is geared for all veterans in hopes of catching those in need before they become homeless. She spoke about the tentative rundown of the upcoming event itinerary.   
MOTION BY MCMULLEN TO ACCEPT AUGUST COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY FARLEY, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Bear Chair Bill Carroll 

There were 59 interments and 39 applications. The advisory meeting will be held on 8 October, at 13:00 .  
Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Millsboro, Chair George Goss

There were 22 interments and 14 applications approved for the month of August.
Personnel Chair George Goss

Personnel:  Lewis Brooks began on Aug 25 as Administration Specialist III.  
Chairman Paul Lardizzone announced the Executive Director John Knotts will be retiring in December.

Vacancies

- Veterans Service Officer, Approved….offer pending 

- Administration Specialist III Bear: Request to hire was disapproved on the second request.  Will resubmit for consideration.  Next opportunity for OMB review on this request is September 30.  
Health & Human Services Chair Bob Corsa
- Veteran Service Officers filled 137 new claims and received awards of $652,000 for retroactive payments and $1.1 million in recovery payments.

-  Veterans Trust Fund awarded $3,982.83 for financial assistance to veterans.  
- Received $2,410.00 in donations
Legislative Affairs Chair Ron Sarg: 
- Charitable Video Gaming in non-profit organizations was declared illegal on November 2012, unless controlled by the State Lottery. 
- HB 187 – Charitable Solicitation – A law that would require all non-profit organizations to register with the State, pay a fee, and provide financial reports when an organization solicits donations from outside its membership.
- HB404 – Amendment to the DE Clean Indoor Air Act – The intent of this bill is to extend Delaware’s Clean Indoor Air Act to eliminate smoking in private clubs such as fraternal benefit societies.
- HB 187 and HB 404 did not pass this year, you can go to www.legis.delawre.gov to read and track any bill.

Finance & Logistics Bill McMullen:  
2016 Budget

- Operating budget of $2,245,500 submitted.

- Capital budget requests submitted for A&E fees for cemetery expansion projects.


DVMC Bear of $310,000


DVMC Millsboro of $122,000
Commemorative Affairs Chair LTC Angela Showell:  The upcoming Veterans’ Day ceremony is scheduled for November 11 and the speaker will be Gary “Mo” Morris.
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Seppala (MOWW) –On August 29th he attended a public ceremony to recognize the WWII and Korean War service at the Cokesbury Village retirement Community. 
Farley (MCL) – He attended both of the most recent congressional job fairs and announced he is assisting with a two day job fair at the Dover AFB on November 1st & 2nd as well as coordinating with Dr. Craft in organizing Job Fairs at DELTECH. He also attended a planning meeting for Wreaths Across America kickoff event. He mentioned there will be a Wilmington Regional Office Town Hall Meeting on September 17, 2014, details are available at http://event.celebrations.com/PHLRO-DE.  
Showell (AT LARGE) – She thanked everyone for their support at the Homecoming and change of command Ceremonies. She reported that there has been a lot of positive feedback on the Guard side about the Joining Forces initiative. She reported that she provided the organizational information for invitations to be sent to the 2014 DuPont community Veterans Day observance.  
Newstadt (JWV) – He attended the 2014 Veterans Mental Health Summit and felt there was a great need for the Joining Forces initiative.
Corsa (VVA) – He announced there will be a MIA/POW recognition Day ceremony at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the Georgetown Circle on September 19, 2014. There is also a new chapter of the Vietnam Veterans forming in Georgetown; they currently have around 20 members. 
Goss (KWVA) – He attended their state picnic at the State Trooper Grove.
Sarg (MOAA) – He attended the Health Summit, both job fairs and got together with delegations and talked about legislation. 
Carroll (MOPH) – He attended an event to honor, Mr. Little a member of their local chapter who was elected Purple Heart National Commander.
McMullen (AFSA) – He attended the 67 annual Air Force Ball and reported that the 18th is the Air Force’s Birthday. The POW/MIA recognition ceremonies on Dover AFB will be held on the 18 & 19 and the 4th of October is Retiree Day at Dover AFB. 
Weir (AMVETS) – No report. 
Hampton (At Large) – He is working with Dave Skocik to raise funds for the Middle Eastern Conflict memorial.
Armbruster (AMERICAN LEGION) –He attended the American Legion 96th National convention in Charlotte, NC and this year’s state commander is Bob Michaels. He will also attend the American Legion convention in Indiana from Sept 26 to 28.
Smith (DELVETS) – He reported about post activities.
Dave Skocik spoke about the upcoming Delaware Veterans Trust Fundraiser Dinner on November 7, 2014 at the Modern Maturity Center in Dover, DE. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nominations and election of officers 
-Newstadt opened nominations for Chairman; Ron Sarg was nominated for Chairman, no opposing votes, Ron Sarg has unanimously elected for Chairman. 
Newstadt opened nominations for Vice-chairman; Robert Corsa and William Farley were nominated.  A vote was taken and Bill Farley won election for Vice-chairman.

Stand Down – Charles Murrell – The Stand Down preparations will start on Thursday morning with unloading of the trucks and they are looking for volunteers to provide assistance. As far as the event, it will start at 9 am and run until approximately 1500.
AmeriCorps – Charles Murrell - Friday, September 12, 2014 all of the AmeriCorps members were sworn into their positions by Lt. Governor Matt Denn and with their first program directors meeting scheduled on September 17, 2014. They did their first national service project on 9-11 at the Southern Cemetery by placing flags on the graves  and replacing the tattered existing flags. The national service project will be on Martin Luther King’s birthday. On September 13th all current members became FEMA certified so they could be prepared for a national or state disaster. 
For more information on AmeriCorps go to https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/search.do?criteria.serviceAreas=CO&criteria.programState=DE 
Veteran Specialty Plate –Chairman Lardizzone said they expect the plate to be unveiled at the Stand Down. The cost of the plate will be $20, with $10 going to the state of Delaware and $10 to the Veterans Trust Fund. 
NEW BUSINESS 

BYLAWS - Commissioner Newstadt proposed changes to the following:
     ARTICLE VI – COMMITTEES 

Personnel to Human Resources 

Finance & Logistics to Executive Committee

BYLAWS will be sent to each commissioner and reviewed for discussion at the 18 November 2014 Meeting.

Vice Chairman Sarg thanked everyone for their vote of confidence and thanked Chairman Lardizzone for the outstanding service he provided.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
October 21, 2014 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED


1:39 PM
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