
[image: image1.png]www.state.de.us/deptagri

STATE OF DELAWARE
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Minutes of the DHRC Meeting Held
 PUBLIC SESSION 
April 17, 2014
Delaware Harness Racing Commission 

 9:30 AM, Conference Room 1, Delaware Department of Agriculture 
Dover, Delaware
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman

	Patt Wagner
	Vice Chairman

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian
	Commissioner

	Stephanie Liguori
	Commissioner


Others Present
DDA Deputy Principal Assistant/DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber,  DSBF Executive Director Judy Davis-Wilson, Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart , Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,  HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, DHRC Chief Investigator Frank Sullivan , HRI General Manager Jim Boese,  Sal DiMario DSOA, Horseman Brian Callahan and visitor James Hutchins.
Minutes: Donna Krol 
Call TO ORDER:
At 9:50 A.M. Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was called by Chairperson Beth Steele to approve the March 11, 2014 meeting minutes as submitted. Motion made carried by Commissioner Berberian, and seconded by Commissioner Staats.   Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
Mark Davis was called out of the meeting, agenda schedule was changed 

New Business:

· Reports –  2014 Annual ARCI Conference , Lexington ,KY  :
A Commissioner’s report on the ARCI 80th Conference held in Lexington, Kentucky was given by Vice                       Chairman Patt Wagner.   The meeting was held April 7th through April 9th .  Mark Davis, Commissioner Liguori and Vice Chairman Wagner attended.  Commissions represented at this meeting were from Thoroughbred, Standardbred, Greyhound and Quarter Horse interests.   Also in attendance from Delaware were Joe Strug from Dalare, John Wayne- DTRC and Duncan Patterson COB ARCI.  First on the agenda, were committee meetings for each racing contingency.  During the thoroughbred and standardbred meetings, it was evident that committee members representing thoroughbreds do not believe that there is a difference between equine breeds.  Therefore, there is no need for separate medication rules.  Overall, the standardbred representation was not very strong.  This leads to the perception that the Standardbred committee members have no objections to the uniform medication rules being proposed/passed.   Ed Martin was adamant that RCI needs to do something or the Federal Government will step in and begin to regulate racing.
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Vice Chairman Wagner discussed the meeting highlights.  First presented was the information on the investigative process.  The process includes using both investigators and veterinarians as a team.  Also discussed was the importance of tracking trends and documenting data compiled.  Second, was a presentation on the different track surfaces and addressed the science and technology that goes in to each track surface and how it affects the equine.  Vice Chairman Wagner felt the conference was an excellent experience.  It provided a better understanding how various organizations work together for the business of equine racing.
Commissioner Liguori added that there was a lot of information presented on the different drugs, how they are used and how it affects the horse.

Vice Chairman Wagner submitted a written report for the Commission Meeting file.

· Racing Official: Chief Investigator – Frank Sullivan 

       

- Truck and Trailer searches were completed with no findings/contraband.  
 

- Attended ORI Conference in March.  Points of emphasis were horse health and the need for a          
    
soundness inspections  completed  on a daily basis.  Also discussed was the need for an integrity hotline.                                               
         
This would allow the collection of information from various sources.  Mr. Ed Martin spoke on the    

         
importance of supporting the  Uniform Medication Rules ; if not achieved the Federal Government will 
          
take over regulation.

Jim Boese commented that the reason why there is no representation for the Standardbred by the USTA at these meetings is because they believe that there should be different rules for the Thoroughbred and Standardbred.   RCI is mostly run by Thoroughbred members so they believe that the Thoroughbred rules should be passed.   Vice Chairman Wagner also noted that most Commissions are both Thoroughbred and Standardbred combined.  Delaware is one of the few states that have separate Commissions.  
OLD Business:

· Brian Callahan –DHRC License application: 

Andrew Kerber opened with a review of Mr. Callahan’s ruling.  Mr. Callahan has met all the requirements and under DHRC Rule 6.6.12 may apply for reinstatement of his license in Delaware.  
DHRC Rule 6.6.12: Any person whose license is suspended or revoked under subsection (k) of this rule shall be required to apply for reinstatement of licensure and the burden shall be on the applicant to demonstrate that his or he licensure will not reflect adversely on the honesty and integrity of harness racing or interfere with the orderly conduct of a race meeting. Any person whose license is reinstated under this subsection shall be subject to a two year probationary period, and may not  participate in any Delaware-owned or bred race during this probationary period. Any further violations of this section by the licensee during the period of probationary licensure shall, absent extraordinary circumstances, result in the Commission imposing revocation of all licensure privileges for a five year period along with any other penalty the Commission deems reasonable and just.

It is Mr. Callahan’s burden to prove to the Commission that his racing will not reflect adversely on the                  honesty and integrity of harness racing or interfere with the orderly conduct of a race meeting.  Mr. Kerber   turned the floor over to Mr. Callahan.  Mr. Callahan spoke to the Commission and stated that he was simply requesting his license be re-instated.  The Commission gave him a specific penalty for what they deemed him guilty of.  He has met those requirements and wishes to move forward.  Mr. Callahan does not think the past should be held against him.  Mr. Callahan currently has his license in MD; however NJ and PA are waiting to see what the Commission does with his DE license first.   Mr. Callahan stated that he did not create problems at the racetrack in the past nor does he plan to do so now.  He 
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does not gamble or drink, he simply wants to move on with his life and career and the first step to that is here in Delaware.  
Andrew Kerber asked if the Commission had any questions for Mr. Callahan.

Mr. Kerber asked Mr. Callahan if he had any intention now of racing in Delaware, previously Mr. Callahan had stated to the Commission that he had no intention of racing in Delaware again.  Mr. Callahan stated that would like to race in Delaware, has no hard feelings toward anyone and would agree to the 2 year probation.  If the Commission does not want him to race in Delaware he respects that decision,  he just needs his DE license to move on to NJ and PA.  Andrew Kerber explained that his license cannot be given without the ability to race. 
Commissioner Liguori asked if he owned the horse Our Angel Hayleigh.  Mr. Callahan said he purchased the horse hoping to race in the Delaware stake races.  He thought that if she (the horse) was in the stake program he would be given a temporary license to allow him to compete.  He has since sold the horse.  Mr. Callahan stated that he is racing at Rosecroft with a horse named Rocket Rosie. 
Vice Chairman Wagner noted that on Mr. Callahan’s application he used wording that did not reflect that he was guilty of his charge. Mr. Callahan believes that the only thing he is guilty of is wrong paperwork.  The farm was purchased in MD in 2000 and the tax paperwork (homestead exemption) listed this as his primary residence because he built a home on the property.  When he moved to Dover in 2008 he did not change the paperwork.  It was determined that Mr. Callahan has been in the racing business for 30+ years , Vice Chairman Wagner felt he should know the rules.   Mr. Callahan understood that he needed a license, but thought he would have been given a temporary license so the horse could participate in the race program.  DHRC license procedures were discussed.  Mr. Davis stated that when Mr. Callahan filled out his application, it was given to the Judges and himself for review.  Mr. Callahan was advised that he would need to go before the Commission before a license could be granted.  Mr. Callahan could not make the March Commission meeting, so he was put on the agenda for April.  Mr. Callahan had phone conversations with both Mr. Davis and Judge Kazmaier.  A temporary license can be granted, but only if the person has a clean record.  This was not the case for Mr. Callahan. 

Commissioner Berberian asked Mr. Callahan asked about the meeting in March that he missed.  Mr. Callahan spoke with Mr. Davis; he told Mr. Davis that he could not make the March meeting.  Mr. Davis said he would speak to the Commission on his behalf; however they may require him to come before the Commission in the April meeting.  Mr. Callahan thought the Commission Meeting was April 8th when in fact it had been rescheduled to April 17th. 

Andrew Kerber and Mark Davis explained the options to the Commission:

1. Recommend to reinstate and approve license with 2 year probation – in which he cannot participate in DE Owned or DE Bred Races.

2. Table for further discussion and decision

3. Deny 

Chairman Steele asked if Mr. Callahan’s request can be denied and a Commission letter could be written stating all requirements were met.   This was done at least once before in Delaware for licensee Chris Height.   The Commission felt strongly that he was not to race in Delaware but released him to race elsewhere. 
Andrew Kerber stated to the Commission that Mr. Callahan is in good standing other than the Delaware Owned ruling – prior to this he was a good racing licensee.  If the Commission grants him a license today, he would not be able to participate in and Delaware Owned or Bred races for two more years.  Mr. Kerber stated that Mr.  Callahan would not likely make this mistake again. 
Chairman Steele feels that Mr. Callahan has paid his fine, completed his suspension and will be on probation and can be afforded a second chance.
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License options were discussed and Mr. Kerber advised that a conditional license could also be granted. 

Mandatory probation is for DE Owned and DE Bred – 2 yr. probation, conditions can be added to that if desired. 

Commissioner Staats made a motion to give Mr. Callahan a letter stating all requirements were met, but that he is not allowed to race in Delaware.  There was no second to this motion.  Mr. Davis instructed the Commission to propose another motion. 
Vice Chairman Wagner made a motion to give a conditional license with the provision of a 2 year probation prohibiting any participation in De Owned or DE Bred Races.  At the end of the 2 year probation it is the Commission’s option to review his entire license status before the any conditions are removed or licensure is extended.  Commissioner Berberian seconded the motion.
Vote:  Commissioner Liguori, yes/Vice Chairman Wagner, yes/Commissioner Berberian, yes/ Commissioner Staats, no 

Motion carries.
No other Old Business to be heard.
NEW Business: cont’d
· Reports:  Racing Administrator, Racing Official, Veterinarian :

-Racing Administrator: Activity Summary Report

Dr. Renzetti and Dan Kazmaier will not be in attendance today.  Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report provided to the Commission.   Total race days for March were 21.  There were 315 races, 15 per day.  Daily purse retention of 64% was calculated for 100% Delaware Owned horses.  Live handle was $283,499.00, Simulcast handle $12,553,554 for a Total Handle $12,837,053.  This is up 11.08% from March 2013.  No racing on March 3rd due to snow.  Commission meeting was on March 11th; Dr. Renzetti attended continuing education conference on March 5th and 6th.  Dr. Renzetti gave a report on this at the March Commission Meeting.  Frank Sullivan attended the ORI conference on March 2nd through the 5th and will give a report on that today.  Myself and Judy Davis-Wilson attended the USTA Director’s Meeting on March 28th through the 31st.  I found the event very helpful, to meet and talk with the directors of the USTA.   Mr. Davis also attended the RCI conference on April 6th through the 9th with Vice Chairman Wagner and Commissioner Liguori.   I facilitate a weekly staff meeting with the Veterinarians and Judges.  There were a total of 104 licenses issued for amount of $22,180.00.  We are moving forward with the license database migration to RCI.  Kevin Crum from RCI has received our data but could only retrieve a portion of it.  It appears that the Access database in the License Department is so old that the data is not reading.   This will be resolved next week.   The RCI has been very supportive and helpful.  The new database will save the License Department hours of time.  The database will be accessible to the Judges so that the License Department will no longer have to stay late at night.  The move to Harrington went well.  Staff has received their new computers and the hook up went well.   There were a total of 10 Rulings.  Two hearings resulted in fines for Tyler Davis & Ron Pierce.  One hearing resulted in a 6 month full suspension for a Human Drug Positive for Deshawn O. Sample.  There were no appeals, no Post Race Positives and the total amount of fines issued was $1,900.00.
Investigator’s  report given earlier. 
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Equine Testing Post Race - a total of 317 tests (urine & blood) were collected.  This included 2 Judge’s Specials.  Blood collected 100%; urine collection resulted in 37 incomplete tests for a Monthly Catch Rate of 88%.  Total number of starters was 2507.  We had 3 a-fibs, 1 breakdown and 59 sick horses this month.
Dr. Renzetti noted that it was a routine month with regard to lameness, the horse that broke down was able to leave the track on its own and the Vets are continuing to monitor the a-fib situation and testing these horses. 

Public Comment: 

Mr. Lockhart addressed the Commission.  He stated that having Mr. Davis fill in was enlightening to him.

He does not envy the task of filling the position, mostly because he believes that the right man is sitting at the table.  The Dover Meet went very smoothly with Mr. Davis there. 
Close of Public meeting:
With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele advised those present that the Commission would be entering in to executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters and would not be returning to the public session.    
Motion to adjourn was passed with unanimous voice vote.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:46 AM   

Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 13, 2014 at 10:00 AM 
Meeting will be held at Harrington Fairgrounds, Exhibit Hall Boardroom

