[image: image1.png]www.state.de.us/deptagri

STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748



Minutes of the DHRC Meeting Held
 PUBLIC SESSION 
September 9, 2014
Delaware Harness Racing Commission 

 10:00 A.M., Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Dover, Delaware
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats 
	Commissioner 

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner

	Stephanie Liguori 
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Peter Jamison,  DSBF Executive Director Judy Davis-Wilson, Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart , Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,  HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino,  HRI General Manager Jim Boese,  HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Sal DiMario DSOA , Dalare Lab Director Joe Strug.  DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier and Dr. Annie Renzetti.   
Minutes: Donna Krol 
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:15 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was carried by Commissioner Berberian to approve the June 10, 2014 meeting minutes (public and executive) as submitted. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Liguori.   Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:
· Final Order on DHRC Rule 7.1.3.4 was signed by the DHRC Commission.   Final Rule will now go to the Registrar of Regulations.
· Karen Craft from Harrington Raceway updated the Commission on the trial period for discontinued use of head numbers. Karen informed the Commission that no one has commented or objected to the discontinued use of Head Numbers on the horses.  The discontinued use of Head Numbers will be discussed and a final decision made at the October Commission Meeting.
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New Business:
· Reports:  Racing Administrator, Racing Official, Veterinarian :

-Racing Administrator: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.   Report’s included June, July and August.  Statistics for each month were reviewed.  Mark Davis also covered the Chief Investigator reports; Frank Sullivan is currently out on medical leave.  
There has been an increase in post-race special testing.  Judge Dan Kazmaier called for specials on 9-2,
 9-3 and 9-4-14.  Judge Dan Kazmaier will speak more on this during his portion of the report.  .  

Currently working on Standard Operating Procedures for Fine Collection and Split Sample Collection.   Also working on Standard Operating Procedures for Death of Horse On Track, Death of a Horse Off Track and surrounding area and Death of a Horse (for cause) Euthanasia.    
Notification posting for Death of a Horse:  to be posted in the paddock.  This will explain when to report, how to report and who to report to.  

Administrative Warrant template was sent to Andrew Kerber for review.  

License data was reviewed for June, July & August 2014.  

License database update: The process is still being worked on by RCI and is not yet completed. This process is taking longer than first thought but there is a lot of information and tools that need to be installed and customized.   

Project for fall of 2014:  Safety Vest (use & type) policy. 

Personnel:

Mr. Davis has weekly staff meetings with the Veterinarians, Presiding Judge and Chief Investigator.  

State of Delaware still remains under the modified hiring freeze.  
Mark Davis will be attending the ARCI Summer Meeting in DelMar, CA on July 27th through the 29th.   Donna Krol will be completing part of her FSF training in July and August.  
DHRC identifiable summer clothing is now being worn by the DHRC staff. 
-Presiding Judge:

Dan Kazmaier reviewed the fines & suspensions for June, July & August 2014.   There is still $14,800 of uncollected fines that have been referred to Andrew Kerber.  Judge Kazmaier explained that the reason for the increase in equine special testing was so that Trainers would know that if they finish 2nd through 8th ,  they can and will be tested.  
-Chief Investigator:

Reports for June, July & August were covered by Mark Davis.       

-Veterinarian:

June, July and August have been quiet from the Veterinarian side.  
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· Racing Under Saddle update: 
Chairman Steele updated everyone on the recent Racing under Saddle meeting held on August 21, 2014.
Discussion on hosting actual races, the qualifying process for horses and riders and qualifying races as well as the ability of the Judges to preside over an RUS race or qualifier were discussed by the group.  The USTA will be proposing better guidelines and rules at the next Directors Meeting in the spring of 2015.  The committee will wait to see the outcome of this meeting before proceeding.  Dan Kazmaier added that the USTA has now approved the DHRC Judges for RUS exhibition and purse races as well as qualifying riders and horses. Mark Davis noted that the Commission will not dictate what the tracks do with regard to RUS, however if a track is interested in pursuing this then the Commission will respond in a regulatory manner.  If neither track is interested in RUS, then we will not need to continue this.   Matt Sparacino added that Harrington does have some interest, but also has many concerns that need to be addressed.  Concerns include insurance, funding and the ability to impose a minimum number of starters for a race.  Both Jim Boese and Matt will wait for the new guidelines from the USTA before moving forward. Harrington Raceway is projecting to start RUS qualifying  in spring of 2015 and perhaps racing from there. 
· Award of Race Meeting License for 2015( Dover Downs and Harrington Raceway):
License for both tracks were reviewed and signed by the Commission.  Chairman Steele asked each track if they had anticipated race dates scheduled for 2014/2015.  Dover Downs replied that they will begin on 11-2-14 and run through April 9, 2015.  Racing will be Sunday through Thursday.  Total number of race days will equal 106(1 day less than 2013/2014 season).  The November opening of 2015 at Dover Downs has not been addressed; Mr. Lockhart will send the notification to Mark Davis.  Harrington Raceway needs to discuss the # of Racing days with Sal DiMario.  Harrington has only been able to average 10 races per night and competes with Ocean Downs.  Jim Boese will send the agreed upon dates to Mark Davis.  
Chairman Steele asked if there were any additional comments:

Public Comment: 

None 
Close of Public meeting:
With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele advised those present that the Commission would be entering in to executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters and would not be returning to the public session.                      
Commissioner Staats made the motion to adjourn the public meeting, Commissioner Berberian seconded the motion. Motion was passed with unanimous voice vote.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM   
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday October 16, 2014 at 10:00 AM 
Meeting will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Room #2

