Workers’ Compensation Oversight Panel
Fee Schedule Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
September 15, 2014
Location:  Department of Labor Fox Valley Annex
Called to Order:  4:07 p.m.
Subcommittee Members in Attendance:  Barry Bakst, Joe Rhoades, Theresa Smith, Wayne Smith, Anthony Frabizzio.  Also in Attendance:  Rich Heffron.  Subcommittee Members via telephone (not counted for attendance): Bruce Rudin, Glenn Brown.  Administration:  John McMahon, Secretary of Labor; John Kirk, Donna Forrest and Toni Muncey (DOL); Oliver Cleary, (DOJ); Stephanie Brewer, Carla Gee and Eric Anderson (OptumInsight - via telephone). 
Record of Votes Taken:  No votes. 
Actions Agreed Upon:  
1. Reviewed 09-12-14 Draft Revision of the Fee Schedule Instructions and Guidelines (the regulations).  

2. Ms. Brewer of OptumInsight will draft generic language to the effect that although Delaware is adopting a Medicare-based fee schedule, it will not adopt Medicare rules.

3. Dr. Rudin will draft specific language regarding injections.

4. Mr. Anderson of OptumInsight will draft language regarding the reimbursement for rehab hospitals (IPPS rehab) that will use the same percentage over Medicare as will be calculated (as part of the discount process) for IPPS acute.  He will write it so that this operating principle will cover any new type of hospital.

5. Implants – this is an issue that needs additional information and discussion at the subcommittee level.  Medicare weights include the cost of the implant in the reimbursement; however, the subcommittee may want to carve out implants and decide on a different reimbursement model (and decide whether to use the same or different methodologies for hospitals and ASCs).  The subcommittee needs to further evaluate data on this issue.  Mr. Anderson will send additional data with the implants carved out (as previously he used the Medicare weights which include implants in the reimbursements).    
6. Outliers – Christiana Care was originally comfortable with a 5% reserve for outliers; however, Mr. Smith agreed he will check back and see if an outlier provision is even necessary or if it can be eliminated.    
7. Ms. Forrest agreed to draft a current response to the DCRB’s letter requesting an update on changes in the Delaware Health Care Payment System under House Bill No. 373.  She will circulate her draft response to the subcommittee members prior to sending to the DCRB.
8. The Fee Schedule subcommittee will meet again on Monday, 9/22/14, at 4:00 p.m. in the DOL Fox Valley Annex.  The subcommittee members will vote on the regulations to propose to the full Panel on Monday, 9/29/14.  In order for the subcommittee to be able to vote on 9/22/14, a quorum of 5 subcommittee members must be present in person.
Adjourned:  5:55 p.m.
Future Fee Schedule Subcommittee Meeting Dates:

Monday, September 22, 2014
 DOL Fox Valley Annex

4:00 p.m.

Future Full Panel Meeting Dates:

Monday, September 29, 2014

DOL Fox Valley Annex

4:00 p.m.
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