Workers’ Compensation Oversight Panel
Regular Meeting Minutes 
September 29, 2014
Location:  Department of Labor Fox Valley Annex
Called to Order:  4:05 p.m.
Members in Attendance:  Barry Bakst, Douglas Briggs, Ed Capodanno, Lee Dotson, James Downing, Anthony Frabizzio, Richard Heffron (Chair), Karen Jacobs, Chris Kenny, John McMahon, Joseph Rhoades (Vice Chair), Bruce Rudin, Theresa Smith, Wayne Smith, Gene Reed for Karen Weldin Stewart, Joseph Straight.  Administration:  John Kirk, Donna Forrest, and Toni Muncey (DOL); Oliver Cleary (DOJ); OptumInsight (via telephone). 
Record of Votes Taken: 
1. Mr. Rhoades made a motion to accept the 8/25/14 Panel meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved (all but Briggs and Reed, who had not yet arrived).  
2. Mr. Smith made a motion to ratify the Ratepayer Advocate contract.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved (all but Briggs, who had not yet arrived). 

3. Mr. Smith made a motion to enter into Executive Session to review proprietary data presented by OptumInsight.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  

4. Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the proposed revisions to the Fee Schedule Instructions & Guidelines (the “regulations”).  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  

Actions Agreed Upon:  
1. The proposed revisions to the Fee Schedule Instructions & Guidelines (the “regulations”) will move through the process in compliance with the Administrative Procedures Act.  The proposed regulations will be published in the November issue of the Register of Regulations, and the Panel will hold a public meeting on Monday, 11/24/14, at 4:00 p.m. in the Fox Valley Annex.
2. The framework/structure has been established for the 3 Fee Schedules – Professional Services, Hospitals & Ambulatory Service Centers.  CMS (The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services) makes changes to the relative value system in November to January of each year.  The populated Fee Schedules, which will be effective on 1/31/15 (per HB373), will use the latest CMS values upon their release in January 2015.  
3. The Panel went into Executive Session from 4:44 p.m. to 5:40 p.m. to review proprietary data presented by OptumInsight.  The Public Session resumed at 5:42 p.m.  

4. The Data Collection subcommittee will begin meeting to evaluate the impact of contract payments on the Health Care Payment System, as well as the impact of Fee Schedule changes on contracts.  The committee will also discuss the design of various surveys to obtain information directly from carriers.
Adjourned:  6:08 p.m.
Future Panel Meeting Dates:

Monday, November 24, 2014

DOL Fox Valley Annex

4:00 p.m.

Future Subcommittee Meeting Dates:
Monday, October 27, 2014

DOL Fox Valley Annex

3:00 p.m. – Fee Schedule

4:00 p.m. – Data Collection

