Workers’ Compensation Oversight Panel
Fee Schedule Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 
September 22, 2014
Location:  Department of Labor Fox Valley Annex
Called to Order:  4:05 p.m.
Subcommittee Members in Attendance:  Bruce Rudin, Barry Bakst, Joe Rhoades, Theresa Smith, Wayne Smith, Anthony Frabizzio, Doug Briggs (arrived at 4:25 pm).    Administration:  John McMahon, Secretary of Labor; John Kirk, Donna Forrest and Toni Muncey (DOL); Oliver Cleary, (DOJ); Stephanie Brewer, Carla Gee and Eric Anderson (OptumInsight - via telephone). 
Record of Votes Taken:  
1. Dr. Rudin made a motion to accept the 9/15/14 Fee Schedule Subcommittee meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Frabizzio and unanimously approved (Rudin, Bakst, Rhoades, T. Smith, W. Smith, Frabizzio).  
2. Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the notion that OptumInsight will insert language regarding Anesthesia that will make it clear that CRNA charges are only to be reduced by 20% once, when appropriate.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Rhoades and unanimously approved (Rudin, Bakst, Rhoades, T. Smith, W. Smith, Frabizzio).  
3. Voted unanimously to modify language in Section 4.4.4 of the 09-19-14 Draft Revision to add “and CMS conversion factors” after RBRVS, and to change the second “will” to “may.” (Rudin, Bakst, Rhoades, T. Smith, W. Smith, Frabizzio, Briggs.)  
4. Mr. Smith made a motion to (1) to adopt the regulations as modified and (2) to adopt the framework of the 3 Fee Schedules.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Rudin and unanimously approved (Rudin, Bakst, Rhoades, T. Smith, W. Smith, Frabizzio, Briggs).
Actions Agreed Upon:  
1. Reviewed 09-19-14 Draft Revision of the Fee Schedule Instructions and Guidelines (“the regulations”).  

2. Ms. Brewer of OptumInsight will insert language to the effect that CRNA charges are only to be reduced by 20% once, when appropriate.  

3. Reinsert the erroneously deleted Section 4.3.3 of the current regulations (“For codes that are deleted and bundled, the remaining/new code will be adjusted to reflect the value of the previously unbundled/deleted codes…”)

4. Rewrite the “Note” under certain Modifiers that states there will be no reductions in payments when billed with these modifiers, and then place as a general statement at the beginning of the Modifier section.    

5. Everywhere that it appears in the draft document, replace “conversion factor from Optum?????” with “an appropriately calculated conversion factor as published on the DOL website.” 

6. Everywhere that it appears in the draft document, replace “This methodology needs to be updated to include the Delaware geographic adjustment (Delaware geozips, not Medicare’s)” with “This methodology shall include a geographic adjustment based on Delaware geozips.”
7. Remove Section 4.8/4.8.1 of draft document as not needed (regarding OPPS reimbursement guidelines, which were erroneously pulled from another state). 
8. Under Section 4.9.5, Other Inpatient Facility Fees, Mr. Anderson of OptumInsight will provide language to explain that specialty hospitals (such as rehab hospitals) will use the same average % of acute care hospitals above Medicare.      

9. There will be no hospital outlier provision.
10. Under Injections, Dr. Rudin and Dr. Bakst will provide additional clarification in the language regarding billing for intravenous conscious sedation (section 4.18.2.6).
11. The Fee Schedule subcommittee was not able to agree on a carve-out for implants.  For now, the subcommittee will recommend no carve-out for implants, but will re-evaluate as needed.  
12. Agreed to adopt Maine’s definition of “Outpatient services.”

Adjourned:  5:50 p.m.
Future Full Panel Meeting Dates:

Monday, September 29, 2014

DOL Fox Valley Annex

4:00 p.m.
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