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             Governor’s Advisory Council to the Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health

Delaware Public Health – Edge Hill Training Center
Thursday, October 16, 2014 - 9:00 a.m. 
Members Present: 
Jack Akester, PhD, Patricia Ayers, Dr. Helena Carter, Reverend Robert Daniels, James Lafferty, George Meldrum, Jim Martin, Susan Phillips
Members Excused: 
Anthony J. Brazen, III, D.O., Thomas Hall
Members Absent:    
John Evans, Andrea Guest, Matthew Heckles, Joanna Reiger 
Associate Members Present:    Lynn Fahey (Chris DiSanto), Bruce Lorenz, Charles Sygowski, James Larks

Associate Members Excused:   Dan Hoeftman
Associate Members Absent:  Lisa Furber, Florence Alberque, Edie McCole
Interested Parties Present:  
 Elizabeth Booth, Kevin Huckshorn, Marc Richman, Roseanne Faust, Glenn LeFerve, Jean-Charles Constant, Jennifer Ferguson, Barbara Nolan
	Topic
	Discussion
	Action

	Call to Order/Introductions
	The meeting was called to order at 9:15am by Jack Akester in Chairman’s James Lafferty’s absence. He welcomed everyone in attendance.  Meeting participants were invited to introduce themselves and share their affiliation.   

	

	Review and Approval of Minutes 
	James Larks stated that his name was misspelled on the minutes of September 18, 2014.  Correction was made and minutes were approved.

	Minutes of September, 2014 were approved.  

	Chairman’s Report


	No report given due to the absence of the chairman.
Election of 2015 Officers:
Bruce Lorenz stated there was a nomination for Chairman and Vice Chairman.  It is Jim Lafferty and Jack Akester respectively.  There were no other nominations.  The committee voted and the nominations were passed unanimously.


	

	Director’s Report
	Director Kevin Huckshorn reported:
There have been public hearings and provider meetings on the PROMISE program which is a Medicaid waiver plan.  There were two days of training with Mercer on October 15th & 16th.  Everything is on track to launch it January 1, 2015.  Evaluating DSAMH licensure regs have caused a lot of changes with consultation from Mercer, DMS, and others.

DSAMH is finalizing the ACT standards that have been completely re-written.  It should be done by the end of the week.

There is a RFP out for two detox centers; one will be in Wilmington and the other in the southern part of the state somewhere between Dover and Milford.

HB 346 will reduce the barriers and stigma for people seeking treatment for mental illness and was signed earlier this week.  We are ensuring that all screeners have the new commitment forms.

The Children’s Department applied for a federal grant to launch the early identification prevention psychosis program.  Delaware will be using the PIER program which interacts with children before they have their first psychotic break.  It starts with a Family Assertive Community Team (FACT).  Sate dollars will be used for ages 12-14 and Federal dollars will be used for ages 16 – 24.

Network of Care launches in early November and is geared toward providers and case managers
Marc Richman states DSAMH is in contract negotiations with our withdrawal management system.  There was a proposal received for the outpatient RFP.  A residential treatment RFP will be going out in November.  Mental Health Department is asking for a continuation of USDOJ dollars and Substance Abuse Department has received $950,000 for a detox center.


	

	
	
	

	Standing Committee Reports:
	
	     

	Children’s Committee
	Dr. Helena Carter reiterated Director Huckshorn’s statement about the children’s grant but added they are trying to stretch the PIER grant to cover 15 year olds.

	

	Employment Committee
	No report given due to the absence of committee representation.
	

	Membership Committee
	Dr. Jack Akester reported that there are 14 full members with 3 vacancies.  .  He reported that 6 full member, 3 year terms are about to expire.  He directed them to go on the Governor’s website, click on forms and reapply.  There are 10 associate members with 6 openings.  He says that John McKenna, CEO of Rockford volunteered to be an associate member.  This was voted on and approved by the committee.
 
	

	Community Services Committee
	Jim Martin volunteered to chair this committee.  It was voted an approved by the committee. 

	

	DPC Advisory Committee
	No report given, the DPC committee did not meet in October. 

	

	Old Business 
	None
	

	New Business
	 HOPE Commission Achievement Center is going into orientation next week and then will open for business.

 MHA annual walk/run is in Wilmington on Sunday, October 26th.

LIMEN House for men and women is having a fund raiser, Saturday,    November 8th.  It is called the Amethyst Ball and will be held at the Blue Ball Room at Independence Mall.

 There are two large managed care organizations (MCOs) in Delaware.  United Healthcare and Delaware Physician Care, Inc. (DPCI).  Both receive funding from Medicaid for individual’s received care.  They both went through contract negotiations with Medicaid and DPCI decided to withdraw.  It is believed that Highmark will replace them.
	

	Public Comment
	None
	     

	Meeting Adjourned 
	A motion was made that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
	The committee approved the adjournment.  
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