DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Minutes of the Meeting
August 19, 2014
Members Present: Charles Armbruster, Bill Carroll, Bob Corsa, Bill Farley, George Goss, Paul Lardizzone, Bill McMullen, Mark Newman, Barry Newstadt, Ron Sarg, Earl Seppala, LTC Angela Showell, Myron Smith and Albert Weir
Members Excused: John Hampton
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Staff Present: Bill Peterson, Sylvia Leake, John Knotts
ADMNISTRATIVE REMARKS
Bill Peterson, Administrator, Delaware Veterans Home, reported the census as 126 residents.  Six deaths occurred in the last month.  Resident acute care needs continue to rise on admission, as the average age is rising with more people staying in their homes as long as possible; as a result, length of stay has reduced.  Revenues have been increasing and as a result, the net operating costs to the  State have only been approximately $1M for the year.  Sylvia Leake was introduced at the new Director of Nursing.  Ms. Leake is a veteran and has 24 years of experience in nursing.   
John Knotts, Executive Director, reported that the DCVA participated in the following events:

July 27, 2014 - Dedication of Korean War Memorial, Kent County Veterans Memorial Park. Trip Report Commissioner Farley.

July 30, 2014 – Delaware Military and Veteran Resources Fair, DSU, sponsored by Office of the Attorney General.

July 31, 2014 – AztraZeneca, strategies for recruiting veterans. Trip Report by John Knotts. 

August 1, 2014 – Dedication and open house for the Armed Forces, Joint Readiness Center, New Castle.  Trip Report by Commissioner Farley.  

August 4, 2014 – State Traumatic Brain Injury Committee.  Trip Report by Commissioner Farley.

August 14, 2014 – Farewell for Colonel Moore, 436th Airlift Wing.  Trip Report by Commissioner McMullen

Upcoming events:

August 25, 2014 – Congressional Delegation hosts meeting with Director Robin Aube- Warren for discussion on VA issues.  Letter of concern addressed to Secretary Sloan Gibson.  Location Room 7012 VAMC, Wilmington at 0900.

August 27, 2014 – Mental Health Summit planning meeting 1400 AFJRC.

September 6, 2014 – Homecoming Ceremony, 3-238th General Support Aviation Battalion, Delaware National Guard,  Army Aviation Support Facility at 1000.

September 7, 2014 – Change of Command Ceremony, BG Chambers relinquishes command of the Delaware Army National Guard to BG Begley, Army Aviation Support Facility at 1300.

September 10, 2014 – Mental Health Summit, Embassy Suites, Newark

September 14-17 – National Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs, annual meeting and conference.  

September 23, 2014 – Economic Summit, Terry Campus Conference Center, Dover. Registration $30 includes breakfast and lunch.  

September 26, 2014 – WVAMC Town Hall meeting 1200 in the Auditorium.

October 3, 2014 – Veterans Stand Down, Walter L. Fox,  Post 2 Dover 0900 – 1500.

October 4, 2014 – Retiree Appreciation Day, DAFB, The Landings 0800-1200.

November 7, 2014 – Friends of Delaware Veterans, Inc. f/t Trust Fund, Dinner

November 10, 2014 – Marine Corps Birthday

November 11, 2014 – Veterans Day

December 8, 2014 – Wreaths Across America, recognition ceremony, Delaware General Assembly.

PRESENTATIONS
Faith Kuehn, Delaware Department of Agriculture described their initiative called Planting Hope with Honey Bees.  They are in partnership with the Delaware Beekeepers Association and the University of Delaware to promote an opportunity targeted for veterans to get started in the beekeeping business.  Hives will be located at the planting hope in Delaware Gardens on the Herman Holloway Campus, New Castle.  Applications from all veterans of the Armed Forces including the Guard and Reserve will be accepted through Oct. 15th.  For more information contact Faith.Kuehn@state.de.us.

Dr. Daniel Coons, Delaware State University, Aviation Program provided information on degree programs in Aviation Management and Professional Pilot.  The pillars of the Aviation Program are Dedication, Safety, Unity, Attitude, and Professionalism. The program is approved by the State of Delaware Education Department for Veterans flight training. The Aviation Program at DSU is renowned for its success having received several awards, recognized as the only University on the East Coast with their own fixed wing aircraft and more than 200 graduates are now working as professional pilots in commercial aircraft.  The program is also unique with their helicopter pilot program.  Delaware Air Park will undergo improvements with award of a recent State grant.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Dave Skocik, President, Friends of Delaware Veterans Inc. F/T Trust Fund provided information on an upcoming dinner to be held at the Modern Maturity Center, November 7th.  This will be the first year for this fund raising event and expect that it will be held annually thereafter.  Dress is black tie optional.  Tickets are $100 each.  More information to follow as commitments are available on the key note speaker and other program events.   He also mentioned that Tidewater Utilities had a beautiful day for the charity event with thirty teams participating.  The amount of the donations has not been finalized.  When it is available, seventy percent goes to the Trust Fund, ten to the Friends of the Delaware Veterans Home, ten to Home of the Brave, and ten to Habitat for Humanity – veteran build.  

MOTION BY MCMULLEN TO ACCEPT JULY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY CORSA, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Bear Chair Bill Carroll 

There were 45 interments and 53 applications.  As of June 30th, 421 interments have been completed this year.  Projects in progress:

- Wet well pump repair/replacement

- Ornamental pond wiring – contract let

- Maintenance building roof – pending quotes

- Repair of low area holding water between B & C field – pending quotes

Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Millsboro, Chair George Goss

There were 27 interments and 31 applications approved for the month of July. Currently making repairs to the irrigation system. Received approximately 7 lighting strikes that knocked out a whole section of the cemetery – project includes running test lines and replacing burned out decoders.
Personnel Chair George Goss

Personnel:  3 Vacancies

- Administration Specialist III Dover….offer pending
- Veterans Service Officer, Approved….offer pending 
- Administration Specialist III Bear, Pending approval 

Health & Human Services Chair Bob Corsa
- Veteran Service Officers filled 95 new claims and received awards of $598,125 for retroactive payments and $1,860,335 in recovery payments.

-  Veterans Trust Fund awarded $2772.05 for financial assistance to veterans.  
Legislative Affairs Chair Ron Sarg:  Reported on the Governor’s bill signing ceremony at the Aviation Museum, DAFB.  

Finance & Logistics Chair Mark Newman:  No report.
Commemorative Affairs Chair LTC Angela Showell:  Will work on an annual plan and the upcoming Veterans Day program.  
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Seppala (MOWW) – John Hayes was elected as National Commander at the annual convention.
Armbruster (AMERICAN LEGION) – provided an update on AL baseball.  John Helms is slated to be elected as the National Commander at the upcoming annual convention in Charlotte, NC.  Commander Helms will visit the American Legion, Department of Delaware Mach 4, 2015.  
Farley (MCL) – This year’s Toys for Tots program will begin organizing.  
Showell (AT LARGE) – Homecoming Ceremony for the 3-238th will be Sep 6 at 1000, Army Aviation Support Facility.  On Sep 7th a change-of-command ceremony will be held at the same facility at 1300.  BG Chambers relinquishes command to BG Begley.  She will be attending the National Guard Association Conference in Chicago Aug 25-29.

Corsa (VVA) – Chapter 850 will host a car show at the Veterans Home, Milford Oct 18th 1000-1400.  Proceeds will go to DVH.  The Veteran TBI Support Group will have a picnic at American Legion Post 8 at 1130.  He is forming a new VVA chapter for Sussex County, see Commissioner Corsa for more information.
Goss (KWVA) – Reported on the dedication of the KWVA Memorial at the Kent County Veterans Memorial Park August 27th.
Sarg (MOAA) – Reported VADM Norb Ryan (Ret.) was with President Obama for the signing ceremony for the VA bill.  MOAA had been active in support of this Bill.  He also met with the Delaware Congressional Delegation to review MOAA issues with the draft of the upcoming 

Defense Appropriation BillFY 2015.    
Carroll (MOPH) – Reported on the Reunited with Dignity program (www.purpleheartreunited.org) to obtain misplaced or lost medals, research its origin and return it to the recipient.  Their own member Patrick Little was elected as MOPH National Commander. A dinner will be held at Maple Dale CC Sep 13th in his honor.  
McMullen (AFSA) – Reported on their National Convention.  The Airman’s Ball is Sep 6 at 1800.  POW/MIA recognition ceremony is Sep 19th.  Retiree appreciation day at DAFB is Oct 4th.  
Weir (AMVETS) – No report. 
Hampton (At Large) – Not present.
Smith (DELVETS) – Reported on post activities.  A Pig Picking for the benefit of Home of the Brave to be held Aug 23 – and it is open to the public.  Commissioner Armbruster reported that a post member, John Cavaiani, and Medal Of Honor Recipient died July 29th in California. 
Newman (VFW) – Reported John Stroud was elected as National Commander at the Annual Convention in Reno NV.
Newstadt (JWV) – No report.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Veteran Specialty Plate – Executive Director reported that Printing and Publications was working with their graphic designer to propose a design for the plate.  There was discussion on the limitations with this particular plate versus others.  

MOTION BY CORSA THAT THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RESEARCH THE LEGISLATION AND THE DIFFERENCES THEREIN BEFORE THE WEEK’S END, SECONDED SMITH AND PASSED 
AmeriCorps – Charles Murrell is serving as DCVA’s Program Director for First State Veterans and Family Services AmeriCorp.    The program will officially launch on September 1, 2014. The initial kickoff will be held in Sussex County on the 2-3 September, where the members will be signing contracts, and completing orientation and training.  
NEW BUSINESS 

Nominations and election of officers to take place at the meeting of Sep 16th.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
September 16, 2014 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED


2:00 PM
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