GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON COMMUNITY-BASED ALTERNATIVES

FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES’

HOUSING SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
March 10, 2015 – 1:00 PM

Room 198, Administration Building, DHSS/Holloway Campus, New Castle, DE
PRESENT:  Daniese McMullin-Powell, Chair; Dianne Casey, DE HIV Consortium; Devon Degyansky, DSHA (for Marlena Gibson); Brian Hartman, DLP; Carlyle Hooff, DSAMH; Trish Kelleher, Delaware Housing Coalition; Lottie Lee, DSAAPD; and Kyle Hodges, Staff. 

Guests:  
Call to Order

Daniese called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm.  Everyone introduced themselves. 

Welcome & Introductions

The minutes from the November 12, 2014 meeting were approved as amended.  Page 2, the word change “exasperated” to “exacerbated”. 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
· CMS Rule Community
BUSINESS

Source of Income  

Kyle stated that Representative Johnson is not inclined to introduce legislation with the same result as last year.  Kyle asked to meet with him to discuss other options.  Kyle reviewed the options:

· Introduce the legislation as is, but gain the support of landlords.  

· Removing the vouchers.

· Focus the Source of Income on Social Security, Social Security Disability, Veteran’s Benefits and other benefits.  .    

Kyle referred to an email from Marlena with a list of contacts that may be potential supporters.  He added that Carey Casey had been trying to gather support for this legislation.  Kyle spoke about the importance of having people testify throughout the legislative process.  He added that we had support from 15 organizations last year.  There was discussion about several potential supporters, for example, East Coast Property Management (Milford Housing) and the League of Women Voters (Sandy Spence).  Trish added that the League of Women Voters is holding an event on March 25 at Christ Episcopal Church in Dover; she will forward information to Kyle.  Trish added that the League of Women Voter’s is supporting Source of Income legislation and will be going to Legislative Hall later in the day.  Trish commented that Chris Whaley may know some landlords.  Lottie spoke of a case manager who has recommended two smaller landlords who could speak about the administrative burden.  She added that she will have the housing case manager directly contact Kyle.  She added that she hoped to have a commitment from Dave Curtis (Leon Weiner & Associates) or one of his managers would be able to speak.  Lottie suggested having someone from UCP (United Cerebral Palsy).  Carlyle commented that Connections has vouchers, but NAMI does not.  She also spoke about Columbia Property Management and they would be willing to testify.  Dianne stated that she could get several local private landlords.  Carlyle added that property managers from the Supportive Supervised Apartment Program; they are affiliated with DSAMH and are also property managers.
Kyle stated that a decision needs to be made on one of the options listed above if we want something to happen during this legislative session.  Lottie asked if we currently have evidence of discrimination based on income.  Brian commented that on a national level the veterans groups were saying that they were facing discrimination because of their military service.  Lottie spoke about the problem being with vouchers, not income and that should be our focus.  Comment was made that if a person defaults on their rent, Social Security cannot be attached like wages.  
Brian suggested going with the more restrained bill in order to have some measure of success.  He spoke about an amendment had been brought up that covered all sources of income, but vouchers.  He suggested that some government-sponsored rental assistance program exceptions could be included, for example, Emergency Utility Assistance, VCAP (Victims Compensation Assistance Program) benefits or accept the amendment as written.  Kyle commented that there are many other states that have Source of Income legislation, but do not include vouchers.  Dianne commented that this could be a good step toward engaging the community of landlords.  She asked about putting together statistics to back up the need.  Daniese asked how many would qualify if income from the vouchers was not included.   Brian suggested that vouchers could be added at a later time.  Dianne stated that it would be helpful to research communities that have successfully gotten a full voucher system and not seen as an administrative burden; she suggested having them skype into a meeting to discuss.  Kyle commented that 12 other states are doing this.  

Brian and Kyle both spoke about last year’s experience regarding testimony with the legislators (Committee).   Suggestion was made to approach the Senate first for sponsorship of the legislation.  Kyle will first have a discussion with Representative Johnson about the options discussed today, including removing the vouchers as a listed Source of Income; at a later date, vouchers could be included as a Source of Income.  Kyle will ask Marlena to attend the meeting with Representative Johnson and Brian offered to attend.  Kyle will send an email to Debbie Hamilton (lobbyist) for her view; Trish will also contact her.  Kyle said that if anyone had any other thoughts to contact him directly.   Brian suggested another option would be to contact each County to see if there is support for passing an ordinance; Kyle stated that this could occur while still pursuing the State legislation.  There was some discussion on who should be contacted on the New Castle County Council.  There was other discussion about checking with the local Planning Office for initial support and a resident could then make a challenge if denied.  Dianne spoke about her experience in getting landlords to accept vouchers and not usually having a problem in the City of Wilmington, but having problems outside of the city.  It was noted that the City of Wilmington accepts vouchers as a Source of Income.                                       
Other Possible Committee Initiatives 

Kyle distributed copies of the Community and Choice Housing Needs for People with Disabilities in Delaware – Executive Summary for review and ideas for other possible Committee initiatives.  Trish asked if there was anything on the Legislative Agenda from the Disability Councils that we should know about.  Kyle spoke briefly about an amendment on the Personal Attendant Services bill, but said that Source of Income was on the list of priorities and did not get voted on to be included on the Legislative Agenda.

Brian asked about the Homeless Bill of Rights.  Kyle will email Rachel Beatty and Phyllis Chamberlain (Homeless Planning Council) and copy Dianne about this.
Brian spoke about the settlement from the banks.  He said that there is some views that the money should go toward mortgage assistance.  He added that it is not a disability issue, but a financial one.  Trish added that Attorney General Matt Den has a plan for spending the $36 million for housing programs, teachers in low-income schools, community police patrols and additional substance abuse treatment.  There was discussion about monitoring how this plays out.  Trish stated that she testified at the formal Attorney General’s presentation to JFC (Joint Finance Committee).   Trish will forward a copy of her testimony to Kyle.    

Carlyle spoke briefly about the DOJ Settlement Agreement.  She stated that they will have met almost all of their targets.  She said that there has been ongoing discussion about reduction in bed days in institutions. 
Daniese asked for an update about 811 housing.  Devon explained that a referral system is finished and is currently being tested by a small group of case managers and DHSS contractors.  She said that feedback has been positive.  Her understanding is that the properties are lined up to executive the rental contracts, but will not take place until the first unit becomes vacant and the first tenant moves in.  DHSS is working on generating the pool of applicants and people should be in the units by April.  There will be a total of 150 units available.         

OTHER BUSINESS
CMS Rule
Kyle referred to handouts in the meeting packet.  He explained the new CMS Rule regarding Community-Based Services on how Medicaid services will be funded in the community.  He stated that the State has developed a transition plan that has been submitted to CMS.  Comments are being collected.  He referred to comments that the State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has submitted to the plan (handout).  He added that Brian submitted extensive comments (handout) and SCPD supported his comments.  He said that Daniese testified at the first Public Hearing.  He asked if anyone wanted to discuss.  Brian added that comments can be submitted until the end of the month.  Kyle stated that the State has four years to comply with the new Rules.  Daniese added that the Transition Plan is due to CMS on March 17th.  She added that there is a lot of controversy regarding the push by some to develop gated communities.  Kyle added that the Rules cover residential and non-residential settings and employment type issues are also affected.  Daniese explained that the State has to figure out which settings are in full compliance and which need to be changed or eliminated.                     
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 1:00 pm, Room 198, Administration Building, DHSS Holloway Campus, New Castle.  
Respectfully submitted,

Jo Singles
Administrative Specialist
S:/Housing/minmar15
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