
 

 

DVCC Treatment Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

December 8, 2015 

I.  Introductions:  In attendance were, Barbara Goldberg (Goldberg and Associates), Addie 

Asay (Family Court), Melissa Kearney (Probation/Parole), Ellie Torres (DVCC), Rob Coupe 

(DOC), Kerry Ferriter (PDO), Honorable Andria Rocanelli (Superior Court), Blanche Creech 

(People’s Place), Shamila McLaurin (Catholic Charities), Natasha Smith (DVCC) and Aimee 

String (DVCC). 

 

II. Old Business 

a. Update on Training for the Courts on DV Treatment Programs 

i. This is being handled outside of the DVCC Treatment Committee and will be 

taken off of future agendas. 

b. Batterer’s Intervention Certification Standards 

i. Minor adjustments and changes to the Certification Standards were circulated 

via e-mail.  The committee agreed that we will table this item as the Treatment 

Program Evaluation may indicate additional changes need to be made.  We will 

revisit this at the September 14th Treatment Meeting. 

c. DVCC Sponsored Education Credits for Treatment Providers 

i. This item was not discussed at the meeting due to time constraints and other 

business. 

d. Evaluation of Treatment Programs 

i. Barbara Goldberg of Goldberg and Associates was in attendance at the meeting 

and gave an overview of the proposed Batterer’s Treatment Program 

Evaluation.  Ms. Goldberg has been doing evaluation work for 40 years.  She 

currently has other contracts in Delaware and Pennsylvania.   

 

She circulated a summary doc and stated that it is a work in progress and that 

she would welcome feedback from the committee.  Ms. Goldberg stated that 

she is hoping to get to the heart of the program-what is changing people’s lives. 

She is excited about the possibility of working with us and sees this as an 

opportunity for the committee to shape how we get good empirical data. 

 

Our grant is looking at 6 months for the project so it is a short term project. The 

work will be done by Barbara and two partners who work remotely. 

 

We hope to partner with Dr. Mankoski on the project who has created a tool 

that seeks to measure change in offender’s behavior.  Aimee has spoken to him 

and he is interested in working with us. 

 



 

 

Part of the grant would be used to hire a casual/seasonal employee to look at 

recidivism rates in DELJIS.  Barbara stated that definitions are very important 

and we will need to go into the evaluation with a clear picture as to what we are 

looking for in terms of new charges. 

 

Barbara mentioned that she feel very strongly about making sure that program 

staff feel like they are being heard throughout the evaluation process. 

 

ii. Honorable Judge Rocanelli mentioned that ultimately she wants to determine 

what the curriculum is, what is the basis of the programs and why are they so 

long?  Is there a specific point when we see change in batterer’s beliefs and 

behaviors?  She mentioned that the judiciary is holding offenders accountable 

for completing the programs so the stakes are high.  She would like to know if 

offenders who complete the program are re-offending.  She would also be 

interested in determining if Treatment is something that we need to limit to 

community programs.  Would it be possible to provide the programs in prisons 

or in probation and parole so that we can increase compliance? 

 

iii. Melissa Kearney mentioned that Probation and Parole is currently doing an 

assessment called a DVSIR.  The tool assesses risks and needs and has been in 

use since June of 2013. This may be of some use as we move forward. 

 

 

iv. Aimee stated that when we do a comparison of our programs to other programs 

nationwide, DE programs are very short in comparison.  Ms. Goldberg added 

that a literature review will be a part of the evaluation process. 

 

v. Kerry Ferriter said that it will be very helpful if the evaluation process can 

determine if the treatment programs are working for the individuals because it 

will create more buy-in on the part of those who are referring batterers to 

treatment. 

 

vi. Committee Members also voiced other interests/concerns that we may need to 

be aware of in the course of the evaluation process.  Blanche Creech mentioned 

that victim response to batterer’s involvement in treatment is an important 

variable and very difficult to capture. Dan Armstrong said that we may need to 

consider the level of re-offense when looking at recidivism rates.  If a person re-

offends are they doing so at the same level that they once did?  Kerry Ferriter 

wondered if access to services play a role in completion rates. Are those who 

are on a bus line more likely to complete the program? 



 

 

III. New Business  

a. Treatment Provider Statistic s collection 

i. Natasha asked for feedback on how to best get consistent statistics from 

treatment providers in order to best represent the treatment programs in the 

DVCC’s annual report.  For the last report statistics were reported for both the 

calendar year and the fiscal year.  Dan Armstrong mentioned that completion 

data is hard to capture because it may not happen with the year.  Dan went on 

to say that once the DVCC has a clear picture of the data that is needed, the 

programs can identify how to best capture it within their agencies.  Natasha will 

coordinate a meeting with treatment providers.  

 

b. The Honorable Judge Rocanelli said that she would be interested in collecting data 

regarding how many victims of domestic violence are being killed while their 

perpetrators are out on bail.  There was a recent Smyrna case.  This information would 

be useful in determining if we have a problem with our GPS tracking system. 

 

 

 

Future Meeting Dates: 

All meetings will take place from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM at the Middletown Police Department 

Wednesday, March 9th 

Wednesday, June 8th 

Wednesday, September 14th 

Wednesday, December 14th 

 

 

 

 


