
Water Supply Coordinating Council 
April 29, 2015 
Final Minutes 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE – John Barndt, Chair 

 
John called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. and went over the agenda items for the meeting. 

Introductions were made around the room. The attendance list is below. 

 

 

REVIEW OF JANUARY 21, 2015 DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 

John asked if anyone had any questions or comments about the January 21, 2015 draft meeting 

minutes.  Ed Hallock motioned to approve and Joe DiNunzio seconded.  All were in favor.   

 
Final minutes will be posted online at https://egov.delaware.gov/pmc/Event/Details/24898  

 
 

WATER CONDITIONS REPORT – Stefanie Baxter, DGS 

 
Stefanie presented a handout summary as of April 28, 2015 of hydrologic conditions 

which is considered a snapshot of water conditions and are tracked on a monthly basis (see 

attachment titled Northern Delaware Drought Advisory Guidelines).  

 Precipitation for a 12-month period at the Wilmington Airport is -3.41” and +1.71” 

for a 6-month period.   The negative number is a reflection that the April 2014 

dropped off and that was an exceptionally wet month. 

 Brandywine Creek (30-day moving avg) is at 307 mgd.  White Clay Creek-Stanton 

(30-day moving avg) is at 150 mgd.  White Clay Creek-Newark (30-day moving 

avg) is at 64.5 mgd.   This reflects snow melt in March and is well above average. 

 Well Db24-18 is at 10.6 (fbls) and is still rising at normal levels. 

 The Water Conditions Index is 8.21 which is very good.  This number is based on 

the 6 month precipitation, Brandywine Creek, and Well Db24-18.   

 Continuing to monitor chlorides.  Not an issue at this point.   

 Hoopes Reservoir (City of Wilmington) is currently at -6.5 ft, an improvement 

from the  -7.0 ft as stated on the handout for 3/4/15.  Newark Reservoir – 6.0 ft 

(4/28/15).   

 United Water ASR is at 75 mg (4/28/15) and Artesian Water ASR is at 44 mg 

(4/25/15).   

 Chlorides on the Delaware River (2/26/15) are currently at River Mile 63 which is 

4 miles downstream of the normal of RM 67 which likely reflects snow melt runoff 

and some recent heavy rains. 

 Reservoirs in New York City (DRBC 2/27/15) storage at 260.2 bg or 74 bg above 

drought watch. About 100 bg was stored in snow.   

 

https://egov.delaware.gov/pmc/Event/Details/24898
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 The Kent County Hydrologic Conditions precipitation Dover 12-month -5.03”, 6-

month +0.46”, 5-month -0.6” so much improved.  Streamflow for the St. Jones 

River at Dover 30-day moving average for March 28 through April 26 at 38 mgd 

and is normal.  Groundwater level for Mc51-01a is 10.5 ft below land surface and 

is normal.     

 

 The Sussex County Hydrologic Conditions Precipitation Georgetown 12-month -

0.16”, 6-month +1.59”, 5-month +1.48” so good.  Streamflow for the Nanticoke 

River at Bridgeville 30-day moving average for March 28 through April 26 at 91 

mgd and is normal. Groundwater for Qe44-01 as of April 2015 is 7.2 ft. below land 

surface and is below normal.  However, Sussex County aquifers are very 

responsive to precipitation. 

 

Stefanie said we are in great shape for this time of the year.  Jerry Kauffman asked if 

Hoopes Reservoir and Newark Reservoir were down due to maintenance.  Mark 

Neimeister said no.  It is due to seasonal turnover.  Matt Miller of Wilmington said yes. 

  

DGS’ full analysis is found on http://www.dgs.udel.edu 

 

FORECAST SYNOPSIS – Daniel Leathers, State Climatologist (Kevin 

Brinson presented on behalf of Daniel Leathers) 

 
Kevin presented (see attachment titled Weather Summary and Forecast).  Kevin stated we are in 

pretty good shape for precipitation.  Precipitation during the winter was about what we expected. 

Pretty good snow levels in Sussex County.  New Castle County was close to normal which is 

about 20”.  Although we were not even close to last year’s snowfall.  Overall, near normal 

precipitation throughout the region except in Chester County, PA, where precipitation was 

slightly below normal (mainly February). It was a pretty cold winter – 30
th

 coldest winter on 

record in Delaware.  Sussex County quite a bit colder.  March had normal precipitation and cool 

temperatures (high moisture availability conditions).   

 

We are good as far as the current drought situation.  Pretty persistent weather pattern over the 

past year or so.  However, there are “mega” droughts in California and severe levels in western 

Oklahoma.   

 

Early summer forecast – El Nino mild/moderate pattern.  Forecast to continue to be mild – El 

Nino from now until the fall.  El Nino in the summer means very little for our “typical” weather 

here in Delaware.  It does affect tropical storm formation in the Atlantic.  Typically, this means a 

lower than normal number of tropical storms.  There is no official hurricane forecast as of yet.  

But normal to slightly below normal hurricanes expected.   

 

Jerry Kauffman asked if other parts of the country have the same observation system for climate.  

Kevin said yes.   

 

 

http://www.dgs.udel.edu/
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WATER UTILITY REPORTS 

 
Artesian – Joe DiNunzio presented: Joe stated nothing exciting currently going on.  ASR at 

44 mg stored with injection of 400,000 gallons per day.  A couple of stations are in the 

process of treatment installations, particularly Jefferson Farms and the Air Base (they are not 

doing Wilmington Manor yet).   
 

 

Newark -  Mark Neimeister presented:  Large 3.5 mg tank currently off-line.  Construction on 

this project hopefully will be completed around the end of June.  2.3 mg per day which is 

normal. 

 

New Castle –  Jay Guyer presented:  Seasonal water demands and system flushing  currently 

occurring. Temporary carbon treatment units removing PFOS contamination well.  Permanent 

carbon treatment likely to start in September 2015. 

 
United Water Delaware – Rob Penman presented:  Rob stated nothing exciting going on.  

Demands still average.  Gave an update on tank projects.  One should be completed the second 

week of May and then they will roll into the next one.  Rob discussed the project he was working 

on with Doug Rambo of DNREC (the Red Clay Creek Road Salt Project).  This project deals 

with chlorides from the snow melt.  Rob stated there were elevated chloride readings this winter 

with the highest at 600 mg/L in March. There has been no change in the ASR well.  SCADA 

(supervisory control and data acquisition) system upgrades occurring. 

 
Wilmington– Matt Miller presented: Matt stated the flows are about the same.  Membrane 

plant going well.  Hoopes 83.5 ft which is lower than we would like but necessary due to 

current reservoir work.  Raceway project in July will involve shutting down the Membrane 

plant while the raceway is lined.  Will need Hoopes filled at that time.  Need some recharge 

of that reservoir.  Determination to be made in the next 30 days. 

 
Tidewater – Sheila Shannon presented: Sheila also stated nothing exciting happening.  

Normal water demands in Kent County and New Castle County and above average in 

Sussex County.    

 

Sussex Shores – Not present. 

 

 

UPDATE FROM NORTHERN UTILITIES ON SELF-SUFFICIENCY REPORTS – United 

Water Delaware, City of WILMINGTON, Artesian Water Company, City of NEWARK, 

Town of NEW CASTLE 

 

John stated that the Council was very responsive in providing their approval of the demand 

projections provided by Jerry Kaufman and thus meeting the March 1 deadline.  The numbers 

were unanimously accepted.  Jerry said the data was good.  John said he would like to have all 

the self-sufficiency reports e-mailed to him in a .pdf by July 1 for distribution to the WSCC. 
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 Artesian - Joe said they are moving along on completing their report and John will have it 

no later than June.  Nothing too exciting to expect in their report. 

 New Castle – Jay said they are beginning to work on the plan and using the last report as 

a guideline.  Will have it completed by the July 1 deadline. 

 Wilmington – Matt said they are also beginning to work on the plan and they are also 

using last year’s report as a guideline.  John asked if Matt could .pdf him the last report 

[This was provided by Matt the next day per John Barndt]. 

 Newark – Mark said they are also beginning to work on the plan and they are also using 

the last report as a guideline.  The July 1 deadline will be met. 

 United Water – Rob said they are also beginning to work on the plan and they are also 

using the last report as a guideline.   

 

The Councilmembers discussed the general time frame moving forward.  All reports should have 

a preliminary overview by DNREC and WRA in time for the next WSCC meeting scheduled for 

July 29, 2015.  The WSCC membership will have the next few months to look at before the 

WSCC approves prior to submitting the reports to the Public Service Commission.  Council vote 

at the September meeting.   

 

Joe DiNunzio said we are only to report to the Commission if someone is deficient.   

 

 

NATIONAL GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROJECT – David Wunsch, DGS 

 
David presented (see presentation titled Update on the National Groundwater Monitoring 

Network) information related to an effort to establish a national groundwater monitoring network 

(NGWMN). The effort is being led by the Subcommittee on Groundwater, which is under the 

auspices of the Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI), which is a federal advisory 

committee that advises the U.S. Department of Interior in water-related issues.  
 

David discussed their website, explained the genesis of the network, and how it would work. 

Basically the states partnering with the NGWMN would make their data available to USGS 

through a web portal that links to the state data. The system operates by data sharing—not 

developing a new government database.  
 

Laura Mensch asked if there is a deadline/timeline in NJ in regards to this project since they are a 

volunteer pilot project state. David replied that NJ will likely be supported to provide links to 

share their data with  the USGS portal. Laura asked if there is a timeline for the web portal to be 

operational. David replied that it is currently up and running in a Beta format. And any group 

that collects groundwater monitoring data can participate in the NGWMN.  
 

Kevin Brinson asked about mediator process. Is that something done on demand? David said 
yes. David closed by reporting that USGS is currently developing a state grant process for 

participating states, and more information will be available at the end of the summer. 
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RENEWAL OF COUNCIL – John Barndt, Chair   

 

John discussed the renewal of the WSCC and provided a copy of the previous Senate Bill as a 

template (see attachment titled SENATE BILL NO. 72, AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 26, 

CHAPTER 13 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO PUBLIC UTILTIES, GAS, 

WATER AND OIL CORPORATIONS).  The WSCC is set to expire January 1, 2016 and John 

asked for feedback from the Council and if there is anything they would like to modify. If they 

have any comments, please let John and Jerry know and they will begin to work on it 

immediately.   

 

Jerry mentioned how long should the Council be extended.  Jerry thinks five years but we can 

certainly discuss.  Joe agreed with the five year extension and he said he will put everything 

else that he would like addressed in writing to John.  Jerry said he believes the last time it was 

presented for renewal it was a unanimous decision to renew.   

 

John also mentioned that the Resolution regarding the DGS Ground Water Monitoring Project 

for Kent County that was presented at the last meeting was passed and presented to the 

Governor and General Assembly. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING – John Barndt 
 
 

John said the next meeting has been tentatively set for Wednesday, July 29 at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Kent County Administration Building, Room 220.   

 

 
ADJOURN 

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:52 a.m. by John Barndt. 

 
 

These minutes are not intended to be a detailed record. They are for the use of the Water 

Supply Coordinating Council members in supplementing their personal notes and recall of 

Council discussions and presentations and to provide information to Council members unable 

to attend. Minutes recorded and submitted by Kimberly Burris. 

 

Attendees are listed below alphabetically, last name first: 

Barndt, John - DNREC, Division of Water 

Baxter, Stefanie - University of Delaware, DGS 

Brinson, Kevin - Assistant State Climatologist 

Budischak, Valann – Delaware Nursery and Landscape Assoc. 

Cocke, William – DNREC, Division of Water 

deLorimier, Tom - Artesian Water 

DiNunzio, Joseph – Artesian Water 

Esposito, Gerard (Jerry) – Tidewater Utilities 

Goggin, Brenna – Delaware Nature Society 
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Gray, Mary Ellen - Kent County 

Guyer, Jay - New Castle Municipal Services Commission  

Hallock, Ed - Department of Public Health, Office of Drinking Water 

Jenner, Charles – Delaware Grounds Management Association 

Kauffman, Gerald (Jerry) - University of Delaware, Water Resources Agency, Director 

Maucher, Andrea – Division of the Public Advocate 

Mensch, Laura - Department of Agriculture 

Miller, Matt - City of Wilmington 

Najjar, Kenneth - DRBC 

Neimeister, Mark – City of Newark 

Penman, Rob – United Water 

Rudd, John - State Fire Marshal 

Rufft, Joanne - Artesian Water 

Shannon, Sheila - Tidewater Utilities 

Singer, Victor - Civic League for New Castle County  

Walch, Marianne – Center for Inland Bays 

Wollston, Martin – University of Delaware, Water Resources Agency 

Woodward, Amy - Delaware Public Service Commission 

Wunsch, David – University of Delaware, DGS 


