
[image: image1.png]www.state.de.us/deptagri

STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748



Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 
March 10, 2015 at 10:00 A.M.
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart, Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley, HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI General Manager Jim Boese, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, DSBF Executive Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson, Sal DiMario DSOA, DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier &  Dr. John Whiston.     
Commissioner Liguori was not present at this meeting. 

Minutes: Donna Krol 
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:05 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the January 15, 2015 public minutes as submitted.   Motion was carried by Commissioner Berberian and seconded by Commissioner Staats.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:

· Final Order on DHRC Rule’s 8.3 and 8.3.1 were signed by the DHRC Commission.   Final Rule’s  will now go to the Registrar of Regulations for April publication.  

· Final Order on DHRC Rule’s 7.6.13.14.1.3 and 7.6.13.14.1.4 received public comment.  Discussion and comments were heard from Dan Kazmaier and Sal DiMario.  After discussion and consideration the Commission signed the final order for rule 7.6.13.14.1.3 and rejected rule 7.6.13.14.1.4.  Final rule 7.6.13.14.1.3 will now go to the Registrar of Regulations for April publication.  
· Harrington Raceway Pre-Meet Inspection has been scheduled for Thursday, April 9, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Berberian and Liguori will attend. 

· Listings for the DHRC Employee’s, Baldwin and Associates and Harrington employees for the 2015 Harrington Meet were submitted to the Commission for approval.  Listings were approved. 
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New Business:

· Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian:

-Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report provided to the Commission.   Report covers the time period of
February 1 through February 28, 2015.  


       -Racing statistics:

Total # of Live Racing Days =18
Total # Live Races =270
Average # races per day = 15


       Delaware Owned purse retention:  Average = 68.12% 
              -License statistics:

              Total # licenses issued = 51 
              Total Monthly = $2,780.00, /YTD License Fee = $16,270.00
-Personnel:

· State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze. 
- Frank Sullivan is currently recovering at home.  Frank is expected to be out for 3-4 months. 
· Cross training of personnel continues:

    Ryan Rogers is now trained as an Identifier and is licensed with the USTA
    Michelle Osborn has been hired as fill in Paddock Inspector
· Approval to hire Fill-In Veterinarian
-Other:

-Drafting Driver Penalty Policy for repeat offenders.

-Striking rule amendment in January Registry of Regulations

-Updated Fine Collection procedure has been completed and implemented
DHRC Weekly Meetings:
-Weekly staff meetings are held with the Veterinarians, Presiding Judge, Chief- Investigator and Licensing.  

Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

-2/3/15 (3) Paddock Inspector interviews  
-2/4/15 DSBF Board Meeting 
-2/10/15 Commission Meeting cancelled
-2/15/15 Racing cancelled

-2/16/15 PCard & Travel meeting with Finance

-2/20/15 through 2/23/15 USHWA- Dan Patch awards in Florida

-Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Reported by: Dan Kazmaier 
Total # of Rulings: 12
Total fine amount: $4,550.00
Post-Race Positive Test: None  
Qualifier Positive Test: Qty. 1 

Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test: Qty. 1 
Racing has been good- drivers have been safe.  

New Kicking Policy: 1st offense $200.00, Second offense $400.00 and third offense $600.00 and 9 day suspension.  Use calendar year for accumulating fines.
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-Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
Reported by: Mark Davis  
Total # Human Drug Tests = 18
Positive result: One (1) , Groom- Carey Dover
Total # Breathalyzer tests = 930, average 52/day
Positive result – None   
Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 28, no violations/seizures
- Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 
Reported by: Dr. Whiston  

Total # of starters = 2121

Post- Race Testing: 

315 Blood samples were collected.

273 urine samples (42 incomplete) were collected
Catch Rate for November = 84.6%
No accidents/deaths occurred. 
2 A-Fib, 1 Breakdown, 70 sick 

Public Comment: 

-Mr. Lockhart commented that Dover Downs was struggling to fill the Sunday cards as the meet winds down. This is due in part to the Rosecroft and Chester tracks opening.  Dover Downs would like to announce to the Commission that they will be cancelling the cards for the last two Sunday’s in the meet.  Dates are 3-22-15 & 3-29-15.  This will bring the total of cancelled days to 5 for the Dover meet.  3 Days of racing were cancelled due to weather.   Remaining purses will see an increase of approximately 12% due to the loss of 5 racing days. 
Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele advised those present that the Commission would be entering in to executive session to discuss personnel and legal matters and would not be returning to the public session.                      

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM   
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday  April 8, 2015  at 10:00 AM 
Meeting will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Room #1

