ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER FISH MINUTES

TUESDAY, February 24, 2015
Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware

Phone 302-739-9912, FAX 302-739-6157
ADVISORY COUNCIL           


DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE

PUBLIC
1.  Edward A. Montague, Chair 


1. Director David E. Saveikis 

13 Visitors
2.  Garrett Grier, Jr. Vice Chair


2. Rob Hossler
3.  Raymond F. Burris 



3. Craig Rhoads
4.  Neal Dukes 
  



4. Lynne Pusey  
5.  Robert C. Nichols (Absent)



6.  Craig A. Karsnitz (Absent)



7.  Dean Ratliff  (Absent)



 

8.  Joe C. Johnson 



 
9.  Steven M. Kendus 
  


 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Montague at 7:30 PM.
Agenda Item 1.  Approval of Minutes (Chairman).


A motion was made by Councilman Kendus and Council voted unanimously to approve the December 9, 2014 meeting minutes as written.

A motion was made by Councilman Grier and Council voted unanimously to approve the January 27, 2015 meeting minutes as written.
Agenda Item 2.  Straight Wall Hunting Cartridges Information Presentation (John Nichols)

John Nichols, a member of the public, provided a presentation on the use of straight wall pistol caliber cartridges in rifles. In his presentation he reviewed the Division’s budget shortfall and the current relevant hunting regulations in Delaware, and expressed the use of straight wall pistol caliber cartridges in rifles as a way to increase the amount of hunters and license sales. He explained that this type of hunting would be preferable for youth and disabled hunters. Mr. Nichols’ proposal included the following:
· Allow cartridges that are currently legal for handguns in Delaware to also be used in rifles for deer hunting.
· Allow straight wall ammunition for .357 Magnum, .41 Caliber, .41 Magnum, .44 Caliber, .44 Magnum, .45 Caliber, .454 Caliber, .460 Rowland, .480 Caliber and .50 Caliber rifles

· Allow rifles using this ammunition to be used for the pursuit, taking and attempted taking of deer on privately owned lands situated south of the C&D Canal and on state-owned wildlife areas; moreover the rifle would be carried in place of a shotgun (may not carry both in the field at the same time).
Councilman Montague requested that the Division conduct further review of the proposal and report to the Council at the March 2015 meeting. 

Agenda Item 3.  Migratory Game Bird Seasons Review and Approval (Rob Hossler)
Rob Hossler reviewed the proposed migratory game bird seasons and the criteria used to select the seasons. A handout on the proposed season dates was provided to the Council members and the audience.

Mr. Hossler also noted two new constituent proposals for changes to season dates for ducks and for migratory Canada geese:

Constituent Proposal for Ducks
Oct. 23 – Nov. 3 (10 days)
Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (12 days)
Dec. 18 – Jan. 30 (38 days)
Constituent Proposal for Canada Geese 
(Migratory)
Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (12 days)
Dec. 18 – Jan. 30
(38 days)

A motion was made by Councilman Grier and Council voted unanimously to endorse the new constituent season date proposals for ducks and Canada geese. 
Mr. Hossler reviewed the remainder of the proposed migratory game bird seasons. 
A question was asked by a constituent regarding reciprocity with Maryland sea duck regulations. Currently in Maryland, a non-resident hunter must be accompanied by a resident hunter when hunting sea ducks from a boat. Councilman Montague requested that the Division evaluate the issue for a possible new Delaware regulation. 
A motion was made by Councilman Grier and Council voted unanimously to endorse the 2015-2016 proposed Migratory Game Bird Seasons (with the inclusion of the new constituent season date proposals for ducks and migratory Canada geese). 

The Council endorsed dates, subject to approval by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, are as follows:
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2015– 2016 Council Endorsed Migratory Game Bird Seasons for Delaware

Dove
Sept. 1– Sept. 26     ½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Oct. 20 – Oct. 31 
½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Nov. 23 – Jan. 9
 ½ hour before sunrise to sunset

Limit 15
Resident Canada Geese
Sept. 1 – Sept. 25 
½ hour before sunrise to sunset 
* No liberal hunting options
Limit: 15

Early Teal
Sept. 11 – Sept. 29
Hours: Teal season will be open all day (1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset) in limited geographic areas. These areas are coastal areas from south of the C&D Canal to Lewes east of Routes 13, 113/113A & 1.
Limit: 6

Ducks
Oct. 23 – Nov. 3 (10 days)
Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (12 days)
Dec. 18 – Jan. 30 (38 days)
Daily limit of 6 ducks (except mergansers and coots), may include 1 black duck; 4 mallard including no more than 2 hen mallard; 2 pintail; 2 canvasback; 3 wood duck; 2 red head; 2 scaup; 1 mottled duck; 1 fulvous whistling tree duck; 4 scoter. The possession limit is 3 times the daily bag limit. 

Youth Hunt Oct. 17 and Feb. 6
Bag may include ducks, mergansers, coots, moorhens, Canada geese, snow geese and brant. Standard limits apply.
Canada Geese (Migratory)
Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (12 days)
Dec. 18 – Jan. 30
(38 days)

Limit: 2
Snow Goose
Oct. 1 – Jan. 30 
Limit: 25
Feb. 1 – April 9; except Feb 6th (Conservation Order) 
NO LIMIT
Bombay Hook - No dates given yet 
Brant
Dec 22 – Jan. 2 (11 days)

Jan 9 – Jan 30 (19 days)

Limit: 2

Coots & Mergansers Same season dates as ducks
Rails, Gallinules & Moorhens Sept.1 – Nov. 9 (70 days)
Rail-King, Clapper
Limit: 10
Sora, Virginia

Limit: 25
Gallinules, Moorhens 
Limit: 15

Woodcock 
Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (13 days)
Dec. 12 – Jan. 12 (32 days)

Limit: 3
Snipe
Sep. 22 – Dec. 5 (75 days)
Dec. 12 – Jan. 12 (32 days)

Limit: 8
Sea Ducks
Sept. 29 – Jan. 30 (107 days)
Limit: 7 (No more than 4 scoters)
Within designated sea duck zone (not less than 800 yards
seaward of Delaware Bay shore or Atlantic Ocean)
Agenda Item 4.  Alternate Revenue Sources and Enhancing the Value of Hunting Licenses (Director David. E. Saveikis)
Director Saveikis discussed potential options to add value to the current cost of hunting and trapping licenses. A handout on the hunting and trapping license value added options was provided to the Council members and the audience.
Councilman Kendus said he liked the proposal but believes some public input is required on some items.
 

Councilman Grier expressed concern with having so many deer seasons and having overlapping seasons with small game hunting. 

Suggestions were made from audience members to allow hunting of open fields from both layout blinds and goose pits, and to create a turkey field tag in combination with the mandatory turkey checking requirement.   

Councilman Montague distributed to Council members a draft resolution that he asked the Division to develop titled “Regarding Funding for Wildlife Conservation and Public Wildlife Area Management” that addresses possible alternate revenue sources. Councilman Montague asked the Council members to read through the resolution and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting.  
A constituent asked the Division to look into hiring private sector vendors to manage wildlife areas. Chairman Montague asked the constituent to put his idea in writing and submit it to the Division. 

Agenda Item 4.
 Director Update (Director David E. Saveikis)
Director Saveikis reported that there is currently no new General Assembly legislation to discuss. 
In response to the Council’s request at the January 2015 Council meeting, Director Saveikis reported that raising the cost of the state’s waterfowl stamp from $9 to $15 would generate an estimated $53,754 in additional revenue. 
Director Saveikis announced that the annual judging for the Delaware Waterfowl and Trout Stamp Contests will be held April 23 at the Delaware Ag Museum. He requested that the Council send a member to be a judge for each contest. Councilman Kendus agreed to help judge the trout stamp contest and Councilman Johnson agreed to help judge the waterfowl stamp contest.

Agenda Item 5.
 New Items


Councilman Dukes noted that the current muskrat trapping season has seen issues due to extreme weather conditions and asked if the season could be extended because the marshes are frozen. Director Saveikis and Mr. Hossler reviewed the criteria for extending the muskrat season.  Per regulation an extension is only permitted if February’s total snowfall exceeds 12 inches and the average temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit.  
There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilman Burris and carried that the meeting be adjourned at 8:57 PM.

AGENDA FOR THE 3/31/2015 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
1. Approval of Minutes (Chairman).
2. Hurricane Sandy Project Updates (Jeremey Ashe).

3. Straight Wall Hunting Cartridge Proposal (Rob Hossler).
4. Funding for Wildlife Conservation and Public Wildlife Area Management (David E. Saveikis).
5. Director Update (Director David E. Saveikis).
Sincerely,
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Lynne Pusey
Recording Secretary
