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Meeting minutes- March 3, 2015

The Delaware Nutrient Management Commission 

In attendance:


Commission Members Present: Bill Vanderwende, Bud O’Neill, F. Kenneth Blessing, Laura Hill, Jessica Inhoff, Scott Webb, Ken Horeis, Mark Adkins, 
Ex-officios Present:  Ed Kee, David Small
Commission Members Absent: Dave Baker, Jim Elliott, Lisa McCormick, Chris Bason, Richard Sterling

Others Present: Ben Coverdale, Gerhard Maute, Eugene Maute, Miry Lou, Terry Baker, Bryan Ashby, David Ryan, Sally Kepfer, Charmayne Busker, Marcia Fox, Tyler Monteith, Larry Towle, Mindy Burd

This meeting was properly notified and posted as required by law. 
Call to Order/Welcome:
Chairman Vanderwende called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed everyone in attendance and reminded those seeking education credits to sign the sign-in sheet. 
Discussion and Action Items:

Discussion of Report from the Technology Subcommittee Meeting from 12/29/14- Ben Coverdale

· There was a discussion for general permit

· The committee came to a consensus  to proceed with the general permit

· Lauren Torres, Ben Coverdale, Brian Ashby (DNREC) and Brian Churchill (DNREC) all worked together on doing revisions on the CAFO general permits based on comments from the EPA
· As long as there are not any issues, it should be sent to EPA for them to review 

· Ken Blessing commended all the different agencies for coming together and ironing these things out. He is appreciative of DNREC coming in to help out.

Approval of Minutes:

A motion was heard to NOT approve the minutes of the Full Commission Meeting minutes of February 3, 2014,
Due to the fact that not everyone had a chance to review them. 
Discussion and Action Items:

Cover Transeet Survey Presentation- Marcia Fox and Tyler Monteith (DNREC)
· This will look for residue on farm land to increase water filtration, decrease soil erosion and increase nitrogen retention
· They have adopted and adjusted this survey from the PA CTIC and it did the following:
1. Establish a statically valid transit procedure
2. This survey will look at crop, residue and cover crop planting methods

3. They have created teams from different agencies to collect the information needed

4. They broke routes up by counties

5. They provided classroom and outdoor sessions for the groups

6. There was an application developed to read the data and make it easier on collecting 

7. The teams did 470 observations in New Castle County, 504 in Kent County and 497 in Sussex County

Report on Chesapeake Bay Ag Workgroup- Nutrient Management Panel

· There are 3 types of Nutrient Management Planning: Tier 1: Farm Level, Tier 2: Field Level, 

            Tier 3: Sub Field Level
· Delaware currently gets credit for Tier 1 planning

· The panel is still finalizing criteria for Tier 2 & Tier 3

Other Miscellaneous items discussed
· No opposition on the new way the minutes are being done
· CAFO Inspector position is open and has been announced
· CAFO permit comments sent to EPA and waiting approval
· It was mentioned about Des Moines and how they are suing for too much nitrogen in the water and that the state      has 60 days to correct the issue
· It was announced that all Commissioners whose terms end this year have all agreed to stay on for another year except for Chris Bason which will be open but must be from an environmental group
Administrator’s Report: 

·         Larry Towle outlined the Administrator’s Report (a copy of which is attached to the original minutes).

·        Bob Coleman stated that there were 3 informal complaints from December through now

·        2 of the complaints were for field staging and stock piling
·        1 was for improper composting

·        Bob Coleman has met with the farmers and their neighbors with satisfaction results

·        2 of them will be kept open for monitoring

Next Meeting: The next regular Full Commission meeting will be April 07, 2015 at 7:00 pm. He cautioned that the meeting may be cancelled if there are no actionable items, and there will be notification of such cancellation. 
Adjournment:
Chairman Vanderwende adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm. 
Approved,

B. Vanderwende, Chairman
Delaware Nutrient Management Commission
LT/mab
Delaware Nutrient Management











2320 S. DuPont Highway • Dover, DE  19901 • (800) 282-8685 (DE Only) • (302) 698-4500 • Fax (302) 697-4768

Website:  www.state.deptagri • Email:  nutrient.management@state.de.us • 
2
1

