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State of Delaware 
Homeland Security Advisory Council 

(HSAC) 
 

 Minutes 
04/29/15 

0900-1100 
Public Safety Building 

Main Conference Room 
303 Transportation Circle 

Dover DE 19901 

 
1. Welcome, Call to Order, and Room Introductions 

 The meeting was called to order by Secretary Lewis Schiliro at 0900 hours. Those 

in attendance were as follows: 

Voting Council Members  

Secretary Lewis D. Schiliro Department of Safety & Homeland Security - Chair 
Raymond Holcomb, HSA Department of Safety & Homeland Security – Co-Chair 
Lt. Colonel Monroe Hudson Delaware State Police 
LTC Angela Showell Delaware National Guard, Director, Military Support 
Jamie Turner, Director Delaware Emergency Management Agency 
Gene Donaldson, TMC Mgr. Department of Transportation/TMC 
Secretary Edwin Kee Department of Agriculture 
Elayne Starkey, CSO Department of Technology & Information  
Steve Blessing DHSS/Division of Public Health 
Scott Vien, Director DelDOT/Division of Motor Vehicles  
Warren Jones, EM Delaware Volunteer Fireman’s Association 
Ed Klima Emergency Services Coordinator, Dover Motorsports Inc. 

  (DMS)  
Joseph Aviola, President Wilmington University 
Walter J. Billings, WATO Dover Air Force Base, Wing Anti-Terrorism Advisor 
Mayor Donald Tinari Delaware League of Local Governments 
Chief Paul Bernat Delaware Police Chiefs Council, Chair 
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Non-voting Attendees 

Council Support  

Captain Daniel Meadows  Delaware Information & Analysis Center (DIAC)/OIC 
Dee L. Rivard Department of Safety & Homeland Security, OSEC 
 
Council Legal Staff  

DAG Lisa Morris Department of Justice, Civil Division 
 
Additional Non-voting Attendees  

Dwayne Day, HS Planner Department of Transportation/TMC, Alternate 
J. Allen Metheny, Treasurer Delaware Volunteer Firemen’s’ Association, Designated  
 Representative 
James Hosfelt Dover Motorsports Inc. 

Joseph A. Hughes Delaware League of Local Governments Consultant 

Federal, State & Local Partners  

Jennifer Welsh U. S. Attorney’s Office – District of Delaware  
Colonel Dallas Wingate Delaware National Guard 
 
Absent Voting Council Members 
Warden David Hall Department of Corrections, Special Operations 
Chief Robert Legates Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control 
John Sadowski Department of Education  
Colonel Richard Arroyo Delaware River & Bay Authority, Chief of Police 
George “Jody” Sweeney President/Councilman DE Association of County 

Governments 
Michael McLean,  Amtrak, Regional Emergency Mgr. & Corporate Security 
Wayne Smith, President Delaware Healthcare Association 
 
The meeting began at 9:02 a.m. with a quorum of 16 voting members present 
 
2. Approval of Minutes  

 Gene Donaldson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, which was 

seconded by Ed Klima and unanimously approved by voting members of the 

Council in attendance. 

Secretary Schiliro  

  Thanked everyone for coming and requested that Captain Daniel Meadows 

provide members with a security briefing. 

3. PUBLIC SESSION - Recurring Business: 

 Strategy –  N/A 
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 DIAC Governance – N/A 

 Security Briefings: Captain Daniel Meadows provided members a briefing on international, 

national, regional, and local security events that occurred since our last meeting.  

 He briefed everyone on recent events in Chicago and the use of social media for 

recruiting overseas fighters, and dissemination of information supporting terrorist 

activities.  Groups that want to do us harm have exploited social media to target U. S. 

official personnel.  Within the last couple of days Baltimore PD put out a bulletin to media 

and law-enforcement on various gangs organizing to take out law-enforcement. 

 The New Jersey Fusion Center highlighted increased concern for swatting trends (the 

intentional reporting of false emergency situations to trigger a response)  These are very 

expensive endeavors used as a prank, revenge, and to further attempts for an ambush 

style attack on law-enforcement.  This is a trend among the gaming community. New 

Jersey saw quite a few incidents in 2013 and 2014. He covered indicators of a swatting 

call.  Although you may not be the intended victim, you may be targeted to pass on that 

information to 911. Be aware of similar and previous hoaxes. It is important for everyone 

here to be aware.   

 Ingress, a mobile device, is a GPS dependent game where participants will go out to 

different locations and create a portal. We are going to see a lot of this. Gamers are 

encouraged to check-in to newly created portals to take photographs, make multiple trips 

to these locations, or assemble mass gatherings at a specific time. It is a fairly-popular 

game that could result in false SARS reporting. 

 Current outreach initiatives our PLT Tim Kerstetter is assigned and fully functional. In 

response to the Al Shahab video that encouraged attacks against retailers the DIAC 

reached out to retailers with training for Active Shooter incidents.  Feedback was 

overwhelming and is a success story. They also conducted training with Fire and EMS 

personnel.  He has the ability to train on a wide variety of topics. If interested, they are 

willing to come out and engage groups of various sizes. 

 Captain Meadows provided a brief update on the DE ISAC stating that Elayne and he 

attended the National Cyber Security Summit on behalf of the Governor for the National 

Governor's Association. They were charged with making recommendations to the 

steering group to take back to the Governor. Ron Bounds has sent letters out to all the 
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leaders of the 16 critical infrastructure sectors to develop better communication 

dissemination to all sectors and to develop what will be the membership of the DE ISAC 

once it is stood up. 

 He provided further information on the efforts of the DE ISAC Steering Committees’ 

efforts to develop a structure and mission concept for the DE ISAC. 

 Grant Coordination – N/A 

4. Old Business 

 N/A 

5. New Business 

 N/A 

6. State, Federal, Local & Private Briefings 

 Elayne Starkey reported further on the Delaware ISAC Steering Committee (DE-ISAC) 

formation efforts stating that in her opinion the steering committee is making good progress. 

They initially thought they were behind other states, but based on research they are no longer 

concerned about that.  New Jersey just stood up their ISAC, “NJCIC” although their official 

launch is not until October.  They met with the University of Delaware (U of D) to get the 

academic perspective. UD is very interested in becoming a part of the DE-ISAC with special 

concentration on small to medium sized business.  This is definitely good progress.  We are 

eager to take all of the research and turn it into an action plan.  They have concrete goals set 

for the next quarter. 

o Secretary Schiliro stated that so much of the expertise lies with the academic section. 

His opinion is that he would like to expand that.  He would be interested in hearing from 

Delaware State and Wilmington University. 

o Elayne Starkey advised that Dr. Starnes Walker at the U of D has pulled together a 

consortium of academia and is working on an MOU with all the academic institutions. 

Elayne is part of the Cyber Challenge Coordinating Council and runs annual summer 

camps. They already have a good foundation laid for working with all of the academic 

partners. 

o Elayne Starkey stated that the U of D has a model that they believe works in the 

agricultural world and feel like that same model would work in the cyber arena as well 
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within academia to identify risks and vulnerabilities that need attention from the business 

community. 

o Captain Meadows is excited to see those logical points of distribution among the small to 

medium business that lack the technical expertise to handle the cyber issues. 

o Ray Holcomb feels that the construct of this idea is coming together. The biggest 

challenge that we are going to face is not information sharing with federal entities but 

rather the big private corporations that are reluctant to share their problems with us. We 

need to work on breaking down that barrier and opening up the lines of communication. 

 Secretary Schiliro welcomed Jennifer Welsh from the U.S. District Attorney’s Office to our 

meetings. He stated that wanted to talk a little more about Baltimore as he has received quite a 

few calls. From his perspective, that first night they were ill-prepared. 

 Captain Meadows stated that a lot of the social media contained information as to when 

events would occur.  

 The Secretary’s hope is that Delaware would more than likely have been in a better 

position mainly in pre-preparation.  He believes that last night went better once the National 

Guard was called in along with a lot of extra police officers.  The down side is the idea of 

destroying businesses in their own areas. The only drug store where they can get their 

prescriptions filled is now burned down. 

 Director Jamie Turner stated that starting Sunday night at 11:00 p.m. the state leaders 

had a teleconference to coordinate response. Unbeknownst to them Baltimore leaders 

were talking separately with local municipalities to obtain assets and some of the 

municipalities actually sent assets without notifying their emergency managers or the 

Mayor.  Therefore there was a 6 a.m. call Monday morning to agree that if Baltimore wants 

an asset they have to talk with MEMA who controls the in-state mutual aid agreement. 

Once this was worked out it is starting to gel for them and Governor Hoban and Governor 

Christie talked. New Jersey sent in 170 state troopers to assist Baltimore and MD SP to 

maintain control as much as they possibly can with PA SP coming in later in the week if 

needed.  VA supplied 4 people to do 2 man teams 24 hours around the clock. Last night it 

was a little slower than the night before. They have 2,000 national guardsmen providing 

security for facilities and emergency services. 

 Captain Meadows stated that there was a lot of information sharing with the MCAP. They 

kept their head above water. Locally they did social media monitoring and outreach with the 
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retail outlets with information shared if necessary.  They also shared incidents of peaceful 

local demonstrations with local municipalities affected. 

 Director Turner advised that apparently there is a move afoot by some national leaders to 

have a march in Washington DC to interrupt whatever events are going on in DC. Captain 

Meadows stated that no notice was sent out to fusion centers yet. 

 Secretary Schiliro shared that he felt looking at the MD National Guard that they deployed 

fairly-quickly with them being on scene within 8 hours. LTC Showell advised that DNG 

started gathering information and personnel status in case they received any requests for 

assets. She stated that they received requests for non-lethal weapons trainers and 

equipment although they have not sent anything. 

 Ray Holcomb inquired as to what the deputization process is in DE.  Director Turner stated 

that every formal service adopted the EMAC National Mutual Aid System that is used both 

in state and out of state.  He advised Ray that he will update him later on the process. 

Secretary Schiliro told members that when we reach out directly and do not go through 

EMAC that those employees are not covered.  Director Turner advised that if we received a 

request to send fire and EMS equipment to Baltimore that DEMA would get the Governor to 

issue an executive order authorizing their deployment and certifying them as official. 

 Lt. Col. Monroe Hudson requested Director Turner to coordinate a separate meeting with 

DSP and their Unions to work out a plan prior to an event to talk about EMAC. Director 

Turner stated that State of Delaware employees remain State of Delaware employees 

when they go someplace like Baltimore the MD AG would swear them in so that they would 

work under the MD Unions. They are automatically deemed COPT certified with full arrest 

powers. 

 Colonel Wingate echoed Director Turner's position stating that he read over EMAC 

located in Title 20 of the Delaware State Code and that it is very clear about the 

transferability. 

Secretary Schiliro turned the meeting over to Secretary Ed Kee for his briefing. 

Secretary Kee provided members a briefing on the Delmarva poultry industry as it relates to the 

recent avian influenza heading east across the country. 

Secretary Kee stated that Sussex County leads in poultry production with 2,500 poultry farms in 

Sussex alone. That total increases when you include poultry production on the Delmarva 

Peninsula to about 5,000. State lines are only there for official purposes due to the way this gets 
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moved.  He advised that $800 or $900 million in income directly relates to poultry not to mention 

the farmers, truckers, feeders, etc.   

 There are currently approximately 70 farms in the mid-west with confirmation of the H5N7 

strain. However, this strain is not one that converts easily to humans.  The closest place to 

Delaware with an outbreak is Ontario, Canada, which is actually closer to us than Detroit, MI.  

It is a virus with the theory that it is being transported within the wild fowl fly-way. Ontario is 

within the Eastern Fly-way.   

 This strain of the virus is transported primarily within feces so if a human walks in the feces 

and then tracks that into any poultry house that is how an infection begins. Turkeys are more 

susceptible to this strain.   

 The Department of Agriculture is taking this strain very seriously. Secretary Kee advised that 

the Delaware Department of Agriculture has tremendous cooperation between DE, MD and the 

USDA.   

 Secretary Kee commended Ray Holcomb for alerting the Delaware Department of Agriculture 

to other potentials of the virus and connecting them with the Delaware Emergency 

Management Agency (DEMA) who is supplying them with a planner. He also thanked Ray for 

connecting them with the Delaware National Guard (DNG) for resource sharing if the 

Department of Agriculture has to depopulate as the DNG has the equipment to assist in 

accomplishing that.  

 He advised that the likelihood of an outbreak diminishes greatly as we get into warmer 

weather; however, DE expects to deal with this virus at some point perhaps in the fall or winter.   

 The University of Delaware (U of D) is planning a big poultry event on a farm in Sussex County 

with perhaps 2,000 to 3,000 attendees; however this event has been postponed right now due 

to the threat of this influenza.   

 Secretary Kee shared with members that in Middletown, Delaware there is an egg facility that 

has 1.2 million hens at their locations. He added that this facility was very, very appreciative of 

a recent visit by Secretary Kee and Ray Holcomb and the fact that they were being so 

proactive.  

 Secretary Kee stated that if we get into major depopulation, what Delaware does with those 

birds is a major composting effort. 
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 He assured members that Delaware's food supply is safe. The risk to humans is very low with 

this particular strain. The USDA is very on top of this with incredible research to understand 

the epidemiology of how this virus spreads. 

 The food industry and specifically the poultry industry are very aware that this could open the 

door to agro-terrorism.  Secretary Kee first saw presentations on agro-terrorism after 9/11. He 

stated that if agro-terrorism should occur on the Delmarva Peninsula it would wreak havoc.  

 In 2004 Tommy Thompson U.S. Health Secretary stated that he could not understand why 

terrorists have not attacked our food supply because it is so easy to do. 

 Secretary Kee spoke briefly about the definition of Agro-terrorism defining it as:  

o The use, or threatened use, of biological, chemical, or radiological agents against some 

component of agriculture in such a way as to adversely impact the agriculture industry. 

o The malicious use of plant or animal pathogens to cause disease in the agricultural 

sector. It may also take the form of hoaxes and threats intended to create public fear of 

such events.  

 The Department of Agriculture would need help with quarantine as the quarantined area would 

consist of a 6-mile radius to confirm whether the virus is present in other farms. The U of D 

Testing lab in Georgetown has a quick turn-around for sampling and testing.  Secretary Kee 

advised that surveillance is 100% for every bird and every flock before it leaves the farm to go 

to production. 

 He assured members that the farmers would recognize if their chickens were coughing and the 

onsite poultry representative also reports to the poultry houses who would come out to pick up 

a couple of birds for testing.  If confirmed by the tests, the State Vet would take action. The 

Department of Agriculture in coordination with the University of Delaware (U of D) sends 

samples to Ames, Iowa for confirmation. If confirmed it would trigger a response for that facility 

and the subsequent six-mile quarantine radius. 

  Secretary Kee briefly spoke to the HSAC members about: “Who Are the Terrorists?”  

o Terrorists are classified as International terrorists, Economic opportunists, Domestic 

Terrorists, and Militant Animal Rights Activists.  

o Secretary Kee feels that Militant Animal Rights Activists are the group that causes the 

greatest concerns to the Agriculture industry in Delaware.  
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o He shared an event from February 2010 relating to the big snow storm that collapsed 10 

poultry houses stating that during that same time PETA was riding up and down Route 

13 looking to make an issue of something. 

 Ray Holcomb stated that insider threats are the biggest threats to the industry.  Secretary Kee 

stated that the lethality of this virus is very quick as by the end of two or three days a flock of 

1.2 million could be decimated. Delaware’s control strategy is to depopulate and destroy the 

birds. 

 Secretary Kee addressed food importation in Delaware hypothesizing that The Port of 

Wilmington could be a venue for this.  

 As far as who is involved in response, he feels that Delaware is in pretty-good shape. The 

state veterinarian Dr. Hirst has done a great job. The veterinary folks at Perdue have done a 

great job.  

 Secretary Kee thanked Ray for reaching out and giving them the pathway on how to work with 

the various agencies needed. He stated that in Delaware, the Secretary of Agriculture has the 

authority to call for quarantines in coordination with the Governor.  The Department of 

Agriculture has been through table top exercises on this issue. 

 Ray Holcomb commended Diane Hainsworth for collecting the slides Secretary Kee used at a 

recent conference in Atlanta.  Ray stated that this is an opportune moment to ask LTC. 

Showell and Director Jamie Turner about the email shared with them relating to Wisconsin. 

Ray also commended DEMA for providing the Department of Agriculture with 2 planners to 

help get their arms around this. 

LTC Showell briefed that the state of Minnesota currently had 34 guardsmen placed on state 

active duty for compost observation, and decontamination of vehicles; and the state of Wisconsin 

currently had 14 guardsmen on state active duty for water transport support to turkey flock 

depopulation. 

Director Jamie Turner stated that DEMA used the fire service for tractor drawn trailers with 

pumps to provide foam to depopulate the poultry houses. The DNG has only one 5,000 gallon 

trailer.  It takes approximately 6,000 – 8,000 gallons of water to depopulate one chicken house.  

 Secretary Kee stated that a poultry house that is 400 feet long containing 25,000 birds would 

need 8,000 gallons of water.   

 Allen Metheny told members that a lot of fire companies have foam applicators right on their 

trucks.  
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 Director Turner inquired as to what the life span of this particular strain is, to which Secretary 

Kee responded that it is here until eradication. Director Turner asked if the ducks are 

spreading this disease across the country, if there is any way to eradicate it where it is being 

spread. Secretary Kee advised that there is no way to eradicate this virus in the open air. It is 

transported by anything that carries the virus in the feces. The H5N7 virus is different than 

other strains in that the virus doesn't last long in warm weather. 

Colonel Wingate shared that in the past the position was that it was not going to happen here in 

Delaware.   

 He advised that the concern was more about the chicks and the open air markets.  

 Secretary Kee stated that open air markets are still on the radar screen since Delaware’s 

2004 outbreak came from the outdoor air market in Philadelphia. Since that outbreak every 

backyard farmer in Delaware must register their flock with the Department of Agriculture. 

Delaware State University (DSU) works with the Department of Agriculture as well and has a 

poultry specialist that specializes in backyard flocks.  Perdue is converting some of their 

growers to organic flocks that have a choice to come outside and walk around which increases 

the vulnerability. If Delaware does get an outbreak, the commercial organic birds would be 

discontinued until the infection is cleaned up. 

Steve Blessing from the Division of Public Health stated that they have been working on 

surveillance and contact tracing with the Department of Agriculture. There is a lot of commonality 

and media messaging.  This disease as it is right now is not a human threat. He also shared that 

they are looking at other things that could come down the road in terms of agro-terrorism to 

ensure that the human health side is protected. 

 Secretary Kee emphasized that it is very unlikely that this virus would enter the food chain.  In 

the plants they have a wide range of inspections.  When the bird is dead the virus dies very 

quickly after that. 

 Secretary Kee told members that in January a big weeklong series is planned with farmers 

and Steve Blessing shared that on the health side they have a symposium planned in the fall. 

Secretary Schiliro believes that one of the great benefits of this group is the idea that we meet as 

a group to imagine that these things can happen and to plan for their eventuality. 

 Secretary Schiliro introduced the subject of UAVs stating that he, Gene Donaldson, 

Dwayne Day, Raymond Holcomb, and Sgt. Darren Lester met with Representative Mitchell 

who was interested in looking at UAV legislation. Secretary Schiliro proposed introducing 
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legislation this year to regulate UAVs in several areas; flying over or near large events; 

restricting them from flying over critical infrastructure; and restricting them from flying during 

first response activities. Rep Mitchell was very receptive to this. He stated that he would 

work on it and have the legislative council come up with a draft to introduce this session.  

 Secretary Schiliro advised that there have been incidents with UAVs around the country 

including in Delaware that indicate the trend to regulation. He deferred to DAG Lisa Morris 

to brief members about Delaware's recent incident.  

 DAG Lisa Morris shared that one Dover neighbor flew his drone over his neighbor's six 

foot fence with a go-pro camera attached to it to record the activities of the other neighbor's 

wife who happened to be in the backyard at the time.  Her husband shot it down. This 

resulted in calling the police who recovered the drone, the recording and referred the case 

to the DOJ. 

 Secretary Schiliro told members that we need to come to grips with this issue as initially 

we were waiting for the FAA to come in with regulations and that did not happen.  

 Ray Holcomb stated that a lot of people are jumping the gun and pushing legislation out 

that may have to be recalled.   

 Dwayne Day told members that the FAA came out with a proposed small UAS rule on 

February 18 with a 60 day comment period that ended April 24; however, they did not 

receive a lot of comments on it. This makes them think that it would go fairly-fast. He 

believes that within 16 to 24 months a final rule should be out to allow businesses to fly 

drones.  The only stipulation right now as far as qualifications is that they go to an FAA 

center to take a written test. The two FAA designated facilities in Delaware are Delaware 

State University and Georgetown Airport. 

Director Jamie Turner told members that the discipline leads will find out on Monday if they are 

sending out an information bulletin from the IAB approving UAVs on their authorized equipment 

list.  

 Jamie advised that there are restrictions that FEMA’s grant people put on it.  The first 

restriction is that anyone applying must have an aviation unit in place with rules and 

regulations in place in addition to requiring approval by DEMA’s grant analyst.  

 Dwayne Day clarified that the restrictions apply to use of grant funds to purchase UAVs; 

however, if the funds could be raised some other way then disciplines could purchase UAVs 

without having to follow those rules.  
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 Secretary Kee advised that it has nothing to do with private fertilizer companies.  

Secretary Kee feels that HSAC members need to have a serious discussion about how they want 

to handle the privacy issue with farmers. He told members that farming is naturally competitive 

and that farmers buying seed from one company would object to having a competitor fly over the 

farm. Additionally, HSAC members need to consider the terrorist issue.  Secretary Kee advised 

members that the Agriculture industry is going to be a big part of this issue for the privacy side as 

well as the terrorist side.   

Secretary Schiliro advised members that Wilmington’s Police Department has a UAV although 

he is not familiar with how frequently they use it. Once UAS/UAVs are developed they are going to 

have tremendous use. 

 A discussion ensued over how it is done now and how rules will apply in the future to UAVs 

as well as a registration process.   

 Secretary Kee reiterated that agriculture is a very, very, competitive system.   

 Dwayne Day advised members that the FAA has come out and stated that UAVs (drones) 

are aircraft and that it is against the law to shoot an aircraft.   

 Secretary Kee advised that farmers are already dealing with theft of copper wire from 

irrigation units for $200.00 and that he can see where some of the farmers would shoot 

down drones flying over farm property. He inquired as to what are farmers and individual’s 

defensive measure against drones. Secretary Kee feels strongly that somehow a subset of 

this Council needs to sit down with agriculture personnel sometime in July or August after 

the planting season winds down.  

 Dwayne Day advised Secretary Kee that they will have to sit down with Secretary Schiliro 

and Ray Holcomb to discuss the focus and the narrowness of its focus.   

 Secretary Schiliro told members that if we do get it passed we are going to have to deal 

with counter measures. 

 Gene Donaldson asked Dwayne Day to draft a memo to DelDOT Secretary Jennifer 

Cohen as to what the roles of our agencies are since aeronautics falls under DelDOT 

responsibility.  

 Ed Klima from Dover Motorsports advised that they are coming to sporting events 

especially when considering the costs of helicopters vs a drones to cover different events. 

He recommended engaging some of those partners who are building them and using them 

overseas in a commercial aspect to get them involved sooner rather than later. 
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 A discussion ensued relating to recent international UAV incidents including a UAV that 

landed on the Japanese Prime Minister's roof this weekend and the April 22 incident in 

South Carolina involving a drone that tried to drop contraband in a correctional facility. 

Lt. Col. Hudson briefed members on Active Shooter Training advising them that a Statewide 

Policy went to the Delaware Police Chiefs' Council which approved it as a standard policy for any 

law-enforcement agencies reacting to an active shooter response.  

 DSP trainers are holding two trainings per month until all law-enforcement in Delaware are 

trained on the same exact law-enforcement protocol whether they are state law-

enforcement or local law-enforcement. 

 Secretary Schiliro advised members that we are falling a little short on devoting effort to 

the civilian employees, and larger industrial facilities for training on active shooters. 

 Allen Metheny inquired as to where the fire service and EMS stand on this training.  Lt. 

Col. Hudson told Mr. Metheny and council members that the Delaware Police Chiefs’ 

Council has discussion on this topic; although there are still some companies that want to 

take medics into a hot zone. He advised that the status depends on which county you are 

speaking of.  Lt. Col. Hudson personally met with New Castle County. 

Director Scott Vien updated members on DMVs facial recognition technology telling everyone 

that DMV still has some fine tuning to do. Director Vien feels that Delaware will more than likely 

develop some fraud cases because of this technology.  

Steve Blessing told members that DHSS/DPH received 3 supplemental grants with specific 

requirements to build out lab capacity to enable work on other agencies with other issues 

including quarantine, patient care, referral patterns for patients, and what hospitals need to do to 

treat patients in the short term.   

 Steve stated that they are specific to Ebola although there is a lot of benefit coming from it 

for other areas.   

 This past flu season was very bad with 22 Delaware fatalities from the flu.  There is a lot of 

concern moving forward for next year to get individuals vaccinated and they are already 

working on pushing media out to communicate the importance of vaccination to vulnerable 

groups.  

 He told members that the Division of Public Health just finished a 5 year cycle with the 

national stockpile receiving medications and dispensing medications to the general 

populations. He shared that overall they are in pretty-good shape. 
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Director Jamie Turner briefed members on the status of grants.  

 Director Turner advised that Allen and his group will be meeting Monday, May 4 to finalize 

Delaware’s submittal to the Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP). He feels that it is 

pretty-apparent that we are going to maintain and sustain funding for equipment and 

exercises. 

 The Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) is finished and was submitted 

last week. 

 Director Turner told Secretary Kee that DEMA has two planners working with the 

Department of Agriculture. DEMA is also trying to upgrade Delaware’s agro-terrorism 

funding in order to supplement our HSGP.  

 DEMA recently finished their Radiological Emergency Preparedness (REP) Potassium 

Iodide (KI) distribution with over 500 families receiving the tablets. He believes that this is 

because there is a lot of concern about the nuclear plant and the push to get the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission (NRC) to expand the zone.  

 Director Turner stated that he will be working with DAG Lisa Morris on applications for the 

State of Emergency (SOE) waivers and that he needs to update the Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQs) prior to Secretary Schiliro approving. 

Gene Donaldson told members that DelDOT is about to enter the big event of the race season 

stating that Ray is going to speak to members about ISIS related graffiti.  

 Ray Holcomb deferred it to Dwayne to speak about ISIS graffiti and tagging.  

 Dwayne briefed members on the development of a laminated visor card that has the 

information for drivers to pay attention to and report. DelDOT wants to put them in the 

majority of the DelDOT trucks and with Delaware State Police vehicles to give them an idea 

of what they are looking for and how to deal with it.   

 Gene Donaldson told members that Dwayne Day met with DelDOT sign people to brief 

them. 

Ray Holcomb commended the response that he received in response to the avian influenza 

concern. He advised that when this issue was discussed with the Department of Agriculture and 
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he reached out to DEMA and the Division of Public Health about the concern over this virus he 

was impressed with how well everyone came together immediately.  

7. Recommendations 

 None 

8. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 hours 

 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 

9:00 am – 11:00 am 

Location: Public Safety Building 

Large 2nd Floor Conference Room 


