
Workers’ Compensation Oversight Panel (Panel)
April 20, 2015
MINUTES
Location:  Department of Labor Fox Valley Annex
Called to Order:  4:00 p.m.
Members in Attendance:  Barry Bakst, Ted Becker, Doug Briggs, Ed Capodanno, Lee Dotson, James Downing, Anthony Frabizzio, Harry Gravell, Richard Heffron (Chair), Gene Reed for Karen Weldin Stewart, Joseph Rhoades (Vice Chair), Bruce Rudin, Wayne Smith, Joseph Straight.   Administration:  Stephanie Parker, Donna Forrest (DOL); Oliver Cleary (DAG); OptumInsight (via telephone).  E-billing Webinar Presenters:  Jopari Solutions, Inc. (via telephone)   
Record of Votes Taken: 
1. Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the 02/02/2015 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

2. Mr. Rhoades made a motion to endorse statutory changes – 19 Del. C. §2322B(7), 19 Del. C. §2322(D)(a), and 19 Del. C. §2322F(j) – to out-of-state provider certification.  These changes will allow health care providers not licensed in Delaware to opt out of the certification requirements in the DE Workers’ Compensation Health Care Payment System (HCPS) in exchange for being subject to utilization review and accepting the lesser versus the greater fees of 1) the provider’s usual and customary fee; 2) the HCPS fee schedule; 3) the state in which the services were rendered; or 4) a contractually negotiated amount.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

3. Dr. Rudin made a motion to create a provider certification subcommittee.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.   

4. Mr. Smith made a motion to endorse a statutory change to 19 Del. C. 2322B(3)(a), which would replace “fee schedule” with “health care payment system” in the two places the statute mandates medical expense reductions for 2016 and 2017.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

5. Mr. Smith made a motion to engage an actuary to assist the Panel in verifying the medical cost reductions statutorily mandated for 2016 and 2017.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.
6. Mr. Smith made a motion to create a practice guidelines subcommittee.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

 Actions Agreed Upon:
1. Mr. Rhoades, Mr. Frabizzio, Mr. Cleary, Ms. Parker, and Ms. Forrest agreed to finalize the legislative recommendations as approved by the Panel, present them to DOL Secretary John McMahon, and work to move the changes forward.

2. Ms. Forrest agreed to send Don St. Jacques of Jopari Solutions, Inc., the public list of insurance companies, who write workers’ compensation policies in Delaware, and he will report which of those companies have e-billing capability.

3. Ms. Forrest agreed to contact Mr. St. Jacques and invite him to participate in the next fee schedule subcommittee meeting to assist in developing the e-billing rules and regulations.

4. Ms. Parker agreed to find out the process to engage an actuary, who will assist the Panel in verifying the medical cost reductions meet the statutorily mandated amounts for 2016 and 2017.
5. The following Panel members agreed to participate in the practice guidelines subcommittee – Dr. Bakst, Dr. Briggs, Mr. Dotson, Mr. Brown, Dr. Downing, Mr. Frabizzio, Mr. Rhoades, Dr. Rudin, and Dr. Straight. 
Public Comment:

1. Mr. Stephen Edell, Radiologist, from Delaware Open MRI provided public comment to express his concern with the following:

a. The new fee schedule reflects a 47% decrease in his workers’ compensation fees 
b. A discrepancy exists between what he is paid in New Castle County versus what is paid in Sussex County.
Adjourned:  6:00 p.m. 
Future Panel Meeting Dates – DOL Fox Valley Annex:

Monday, August 10, 2015, 4:00 p.m.
Monday, September 21, 2015, 4:00 p.m.
Future Subcommittee Meeting Dates:
Monday, May 18, 2015, 4:00 p.m.

