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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Thursday, May 17th, 2007 at 9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Blvd., Dover, Delaware

Conference Room A, Second Floor of the Cannon Bldg.
MINUTES APPROVED:
06-21-07
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Michael T. Szymanski, Chairman, Presiding
Laurence R. McBride, Vice-Chairman, Professional Member
Roy B. Kemp III, Secretary, Professional Member
Elton M. Murray, Professional Member

Frank Szczuka, Public Member
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
Frederick Schranck, Deputy Attorney General
Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation
Peggy A. Foreit, Administrative Specialist II

MEMBERS ABSENT

Victor Kennedy, Public Member

OTHERS PRESENT
None
1.0  CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Szymanski called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.  
2.0  REVIEW OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the minutes of the April 19th, 2007 Board Meeting.  Mr. McBride made a motion to approve the meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Murray.  The motion was unanimously carried.
3.0  UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Final Proposed Statute Changes to Chapter 27, Title 24
Letter to James L. Collins Re: Legislative Assembly

The board reviewed the final version of the letter to Mr. James L. Collins.  No changes were made by the board members and the letter was signed by Mr. Szymanski. 

Letter to Senator David McBride

The board reviewed the final version of the letter to Senator David McBride asking for his support for the board‘s proposed statutory changes.  No changes were made by the board members and the letter was signed by Mr. Szymanski and Mr. McBride.  

Proposed Statute Changes

The board members received the final draft of the proposed statutory changes being submitted by the Division Office on behalf of the board.  The legislation will be submitted to the Governor for review and then to the legislature for attaining a bill number and sponsorship.  The board will be advised when the legislature has issued a bill number and sponsorship.
Delaware Technical Community Courses and Proposed Statute Changes
Ms. Foreit met with individuals from Delaware Technical & Community College concerning the 

proposed statutory provisions.  The meeting was requested by Delaware Technical Community College as part of an ongoing effort to improve the education portion of the Division website and notification of changes to potential candidates.  In attendance at the
 meeting were the following members of Del Technical Community College: John Roach (Instructor, Engineering Technologies), Bob Norcross (Program Manager) and Jerry Williams (Dept. Chair, Environmental Training Center.  Mr. Roach stated that he would like to get board approval for the two year curriculum program in surveying as he believes that Delaware Technical has not received this approval in the past.  Mr. Roach stated that they usually receive it on an applicant by applicant basis.  
Mr. Roach further stated that it is very helpful for the school when counseling the students to be able to state that this program is accepted by the board to fulfill the licensure requirements.  
A plan was discussed for updating the board’s website to include a link on education courses for applicants taking the exam to obtain licensure (to Del Tech, to NCEES, etc).  Ms. Foreit stated that a website markup could be developed over the summer and submitted to the board as a draft at the October board meeting.  This remains part of an ongoing effort to have the applicant’s link to applicable websites concerning the fulfilling of licensure qualifications. 

Currently Del Tech is working with the University of Delaware to develop a four year program for engineering technology with a concentration in math and sciences.  Courses used in the Del Tech Program would be automatically transferred to the University of DE Program in order to obtain a Bachelors in Engineering Technology with a concentration in math and sciences.  The board office asked if the same could be done for the surveyors and the process is available to the board.  
Mr. Roach will submit to the board the contacts for both the University of DE and Delaware Tech in this regard.  
NCEES Records Program Information

Mr. Kemp had inquired at a previous board meeting for information concerning the NCEES Records Program.  The NCEES Program houses an electronic record of the surveyor’s experience, verification, licensure information, etc as it relates to one or multiple jurisdictions.   Four state boards have approved the record as mandatory for use in applying for licensure. 
The board office will contact the NCEES to inquire as to how NCEES validates the information for work experience, verifications, etc.  An update concerning the validation process will be provided at the next meeting.  In addition, the board office has contacted NCEES to have the land surveyor record application made available on line.  Ms. Lee Fricks, NCEES Records Program Coordinator, will make this application available within 10 weeks.
NCEES Board of Director’s Meeting
Ms. Foreit distributed to the board members the agenda for the NCEES Board of Directors Meeting to be held in Rapid City, South Dakota.  The NCEES Board of Directors is advocating a directive of no longer requiring the social security number on examination applications.  The NCEES Board is considering the implementation of the requirement of a date of birth, city of birth or both.  The board will be made aware of the NCEES Board of Directors decision at the next meeting.
Update of NE Zone Meeting and Colonial State Meeting

In May, 2007, Mr. Murray attended the NE Zone and Colonial State Meetings on behalf of the board in Newport News, Rhode Island.  Mr. Murray reported that there was a vote on whether the NCEES should obtain a Washington, D. C. location in order to centralize the NCEES efforts concerning federal legislation which impacts land surveyors and engineers.  Mr. Murray stated that the NE Zone voted to not obtain a Washington Office due to the expense of such a venture.  A vote will be made at the annual meeting concerning this issue.  

Mr. Murray further stated that New Mexico had raised the issue of whether engineers could perform surveying.  
Mr. Murray stated that the Colonial State Meeting focused on all boards coming into compliance by 2012 with a four degree requirement outlined in the NCEES Model Law.  West Virginia will implement their legislation by 2012, North Carolina by 2013, and South Carolina by 2010. With regards to licensure, Mr. Murray stated that several states have implemented a photogrammetry license separate from the land surveyor license.
Mr. Murray also expressed interest in representing the board at the  NCEES Annual Conference Agenda scheduled for August 22-August 25, 2007 in Philadelphia, PA.  
Tax Ditch Meeting Update
Mr. Murray attended the Tax Ditch Meeting on May 15th, 2007 on behalf of the board.  A list of all tax ditches in New Castle, Sussex and Kent Counties have been developed and will be made available on line or at the Registrar of Deeds Office in each county.  Kent and New Castle Counties have completed the on line process and Sussex should be completed in the next three or four months. 
Mr. Murray will supply to the board the website locations of where to obtain the tax ditches on line for each county. 

Mr. Murray stated that a topic of discussion was the construction easement.  Under current DE Legislation a tax ditch construction easement may be up to 250 feet or wider on each side once the tax ditch has been constructed.  HB 189 authorizes a process for the Division of Soil and Water Conservation to modify tax ditch maintenance easements or rights-of-way when permanent structures and accessories have been allowed or approved to be built within the easement or right-of-way.
This bill also will make provisions that once a tax ditch has been dissolved; all easements and rights-of-way granted in connection with the tax ditch are also dissolved.
Survey Results Conducted on Foreign Credentialing

Ms. Foreit stated that the analysis of the survey results from states concerning how they conducted foreign credential evaluations will be made available at the next meeting.
4.0  NEW BUSINESS

April State Drainage Exam Results

The board office has received all the examination results for the April Examination.  The testing service has identified examination questions which may be of concern to the board.  The statistics provided by the testing service indicated that questions with a P-Value of .20 or less may be flawed. The P-Value represents the number of individuals that answered a question correctly.  A motion was made by Mr. Szymanski, seconded by Mr. Kemp to examine at the next meeting all exam questions which received a rating of less than .2.  This examination will be conducted during an executive session closed to the public at the next meeting.
April Exam Issues and Corrective Action Taken

The board office had several issues arise during the administration of the April, 2007 Examination.  Ms. Foreit will monitor the next exam to insure that the administration issues have been resolved by the testing vendor.  Examples of issues during the April, 2007 Examination were that  registration notices contained the wrong building number, not enough answer sheets provided to the exam administrators, and exam administrators did not know which documents to allow candidates to use for the state drainage exam.  All issues have been addressed and corrected for the next testing examination according to the test administrator, Jason Lankford.  In addition, the testing website will be updated to reflect the testing site location and the testing documents used during the state drainage exam. 
Rules and Regulation Issue

Monument Markers – Corporations vs. Professional Land Surveyors

The board office received correspondence from a professional land surveyor who requested clarification of Section 12.0 of the Minimum Technical Standards.  The land surveyor was questioning whether or not a monument marker needed to contain the land surveyor’s registration number or was the name of the company with no registration number also acceptable. 
After discussion the board members concluded that the corporation’s name was also an acceptable labeling for the monument marker.  A motion was made by Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. McBride to allow the inclusion of company names on monument markers.  Mr. Schranck will prepare an update to the rules and regulations Section 12.0 to include company names as an appropriate monument marking.  
MIP and Standards for Kent, Sussex, and New Castle Counties

The board members reviewed the need of whether or not to continue the use of the MIP standards, or whether MIP Standard should be extended to either or both Kent and Sussex Counties.  Mr. McBride stated that he would send a letter to members of the Delaware Association of Surveyors to solicit feedback to the changes needed or the elimination of these standards.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Szymanski, seconded by Mr. McBride to send a letter to the Delaware Association of Surveyors.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
Application for Continuation of License or Permit
The board reviewed the application of Mr. Kelly Katz for an extension in obtaining the required continuing education for the 2007 renewal due to military service.  A motion was made by 
Mr. McBride, seconded by Mr. Szucka to allow an extension of 12 months to Mr. Katz to obtain the required 24 personal development hours.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

The board reviewed the application of Mr. Fred C. Ruyter for an extension in obtaining the required continuing education for the 2007 renewal due to a medical condition.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. McBride to allow an extension of 6 months to Mr. Ruyter to obtain the required 12 personal development hours.  The motion was unanimously carried. 


The board reviewed the application of Mr. Ken Pahutski for a waiver in obtaining the required continuing education for the 2007 renewal due to relocation to Florida.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. McBride to deny the extension on the grounds that no extenuating circumstances were submitted to the board in accordance with Section 10.10 of the Rules and Regulations. The motion was unanimously carried.  A notification of the board’s decision will be sent to Mr. Pahutski.  

Late Renewal for 2005
The board reviewed the application for late renewal of Donna Bennis.   Ms. Bennis submitted to the board all required personal development hours.  Ms. Bennis asked the board to consider the personal development hours that fell past the required time frame of June 30, 2005.  After review of the documentation submitted by Ms. Bennis, a motion was made by Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. McBride to allow the late renewal of Ms. Bennis for 2005.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

Re-Review of Applications












The board re-reviewed the application of Bruce Allen Davis to sit for the NCEES PS, FS and DE State Drainage Examination.  A motion was made by Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Murray to propose to deny the application of Mr. Davis as he had not meet the required office experience in responsible charge licensure requirement.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

The application of Mr. Alan Kent was withdrawn by the applicant immediately prior to the board’s meeting per Ms. Foreit.  The withdrawal was made in a telephone conversation to the board office.  Mr. Kent’s application will be reviewed at a future meeting upon his request.  
Continuing Education Credit Requests
A motion was made by Mr. McBride, seconded by Mr. Kemp to approve the courses listed below for the required Personal Development Hours (PDH’s). The motion was unanimously carried. 

Lorman Education Services - 

   “Design Tips for Detention Ponds” – 1.5 PDH’s

   “A Primer on Critical Habitat Designation Under the ESA” – 1.5 PDH’s

   “Integrated Stormwater Design: Using Runoff to Create

    Greater Site Amenity” – 1.5 PDH’s
DiCarlo Precision Instruments

   “Topcon Technology Roadshow” – 5 PDH’s

A motion was made by Mr. Szymanski, seconded by Mr. McBride to approve the courses listed below for the required Personal Development Hours (PDH’s). The motion was unanimously carried. 
Maryland Society of Surveyors
   “The Real Estate Settlement Process and the Title Related Issues

     for the Maryland Surveyor” – 8 PDH’s
   “Practical Least Squares Adjustments for Conventional Survey Measurements


    with Lab” – 8 PDH’s

   “High Definition Surveying” – 4 PDH’s

   “Ethics for the Land Surveyors” – 4 PDH’s
A motion was made by Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Szymanski to approve the courses listed below for the required Personal Development Hours (PDH’s). The motion was unanimously carried. 
Yerkes Associates, Inc.


   “Understanding GPS and the New Technologies” – 16 PDH’s


   “Introduction to the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) 

             Systems” – 4 PDH’s


   “Introduction to the Tranverse Mercator Projection” – 4 PDH’s

            “Situational Ethics for Surveyors” – 4 PDH’s


  “Contemporary Boundary Retracement and Unwritten 

             Property Rights” – 4 PDH’s 

A motion was made by Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. McBride to approve the courses listed below for the required Personal Development Hours (PDH’s). The motion was unanimously carried. 

Land Surveyor Workshops 


  “Land Surveying Measurement Tools” – 4 PDH’s


  “GIS for Engineers, Surveyors, and Municipal Managers 

             (Introduction to GIS) – 4 PDH’s 

           “Estimating and Contracting a Construction Survey” – 4 PDH’s


  “Establishing Your Surveying or Engineering Practice” – 4 PDH’s 


  “Construction Surveying” – 4 PDH’s

            “GIS for Engineers, Surveyors, and Municipal Managers 

             (Designing and Implementing a GIS) – 4 PDH’s

            “Colonial Land System and the Building of America” – 4 PDH’s

            “So, You’ve Discovered a Conflict.  Now What? – Part 1 – 4 PDH’s

            “So, You’ve Discovered a Conflict.  Now What? – Part 2 – 4 PDH’s


   “The First Surveyor Doctrine – Facts and Fallacies?” – 4 PDH’s 

              “Magnetics and Optimum Use of “Your Magnetic Locator” – 2 PDH’s

              “Ethics for Land Surveyors” – 4 PDH’s

              “Programming the HP 33S” – 4 PDH’s 

              “Pricing Professional Services” – 4 PDH’s 

              “Location Maps Made Easy” – 4 PDH’s 







Wall Certificates
Mr. Szymanski and Mr. Kemp signed the wall certificates for Christopher Waters and James Nardo. 
Renewals
Draft of Audit Notice
Ms. Foreit distributed a copy of the audit notice that would be sent to all land surveyors subject to audit during the 2007 renewal.  The audit renewal notices will be sent out in August of 2007 so that the board may review the audits at the September and October board meetings.  A motion was made by Mr. Szymanski, and seconded by Mr. Kemp to allow the audit notices to be distributed in August, 2007.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Complaints

Request for Consent Agreement Approval
Mr. Schranck outlined the consent agreement submitted to the board in reference to complaint# 
05-03-06.   The consent agreement was for a fine to be levied against Mr. William Elliott, professional land surveyor.  A motion was made by Mr. Szymanski, seconded by Mr. Kemp to accept the consent agreement as submitted to the board.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Mr. Elliott will be supplied a copy of the signed consent agreement.
5.0  Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)

Mr. Murray raised the issue of the board allowing retired and inactive licensure status.  This issue will require additional research to see how other state boards address this issue.  Ms. Foreit will be prepared to discuss how other state boards handle this issue at the next board meeting.
6.0  Public Comment
There was no public comment.
7.0  Next Scheduled Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 21st, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room A, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.  
8.0  Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Syzmanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kemp, to adjourn the meeting at 11:20 a.m. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret A. Foreit
Margaret A. Foreit
Administrative Specialist II







