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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

August 11, 2015 at 10:00 A.M.
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart, Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,  HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Joe Strug of Dalare, Brewer Adams, Benjamin Schwartz, Esq. and  Joe Stanley. 
DHRC staff members:  not in attendance – on break from racing     
Minutes: Donna Krol   
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:07 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the June 9, 2015 public minutes as submitted.   Motion was carried by Vice Chairman Wagner, seconded by Commissioner Berberian and passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:
No old business
New Business:  

· License application decision- Brewer Adams:  

Mark Davis provided the Commission with the proposed conditional O/T/D license for Brewer Adams.  After review,  Chairman Steele made a motion to approve the conditional license; motion was carried by Commissioner Berberian and seconded by Commissioner Liguori.  Motion was carried by majority vote; Commissioner Staats did not approve the motion. 

Brewer Adams, Ben Schwartz and Joe Stanley left the meeting.
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· Final Approval – Proposed Rule changes on Cobalt:
DHRC Rules 8.3.1.5, 8.3.2.5.1 and 8.3.2.5.2

Mark Davis read the proposed rule changes to the Commission.  Commissioner Liguori had questions and was given an explanation of what the proposed rules will accomplish.  The scientific measurements are currently listed as ng/kg (ppb); this was discussed and it was decided that the scientific measurement needs to read ppb.   

Commissioner Berberian made a motion to approve the final proposed rule changes with adjustments to the referenced units.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Liguori.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.  Final Order was signed by the Commission; final rules will be published in the September 1st publication of the Register of Regulations, and rules will be effective on September 11, 2015.   

· DHRC 2014 Annual Report : 

The DHRC 2014 Annual Report was reviewed and discussed.  Vice-Chairman Wagner made a suggestion to have a page of abbreviation definitions.  
· Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

A. Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

  Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report’s cover the time periods of
  June 1 through June 30th and July 1st through July 9th.    


      
Racing statistics: July

Total # of Live Racing Days =7

Total # Live Races =91

Average # races per day = 14.8

       
Delaware Owned purse retention:  Average = 77.21% 
                  *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.
               
License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 134 
              
Total Monthly = $5,220.00/YTD License Fee = $38,300.00
  Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                  State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 


Cross training of personnel continues


OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  DSBF Board Meeting on 7-8-15

  Review meeting with Brandon Givens on 7-9-15 

  Mark Davis on vacation 7-11-15 through 7-26-15

  No Racing 7-10-15 through 7-29-15
  Governor’s Day on 7-30-15

A.  Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Reported by: Mark Davis  
Total # of Rulings: 4
Total fine amount: $ 400.00
Post-Race Positive Test: None  
Qualifier Positive Test: None  

Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  

Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

August 11, 2015
B.  Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
Reported by: Mark Davis    
Total # Human Drug Tests = 4
Positive result: None 
Total # Breathalyzer tests = 313, average 45/day
Positive result – None   
Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 11 no violations/seizures
C. Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 
Reported by: Mark Davis    

Total # of starters = 665
Post- Race Testing: 

95 Blood samples were collected.

80 urine samples (16 incomplete) were collected
Catch Rate for May = 82.85%
No accidents/deaths occurred. 
0 A-Fib, 2 Breakdown, 21 sick 
Discussion:
Mark Davis noted that the DSBF statistics will be out next week.  Going forward this type of information (including  DSBF Board meeting summaries) will be forwarded to the Commission for review. 
Public Comment: 

None 

Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  Commission will enter in to executive session and will not return to public session.  Motion was carried, seconded and passed with unanimous voice vote.                 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:38 am.    
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Both meetings will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Center 

