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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

June 9,2015 at 10:00 A.M.
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley, HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI General Manager Jim Boese, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Joe Strug of Dalare, Brewer Adams, Benjamin Schwartz, Esq. and Tom Cash-FBI, Baltimore.

DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier, Dr. Renzetti & Frank Sullivan   
Commissioner Berberian was not present.
Minutes: Donna Krol   
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:12 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the May 12, 2015 public minutes as submitted.   Motion was carried by Commissioner Staats, seconded by Commissioner Liguori and passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:

No other old business
Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

June 9, 2015
New Business:
· Reappointment of Vice-Chairman Wagner & Commissioner Berberian 

An announcement was made that both Vice-Chairman Wagner and Commissioner Berberian have been re-appointed to serve on the Delaware Harness Racing Commission by Governor Jack Markell.  Their new terms will expire on April 22, 2021.   
· Extension of the 30 Day Qualifying Rule
Mr. Sal DiMario presented a letter to the Commission on May 6, 2014 asking the Commission to extend the 30 day qualifying rule to 60 days, effective for the first draw of the Harrington Fall Meet on August 18, 2015 thru the draw for September 4, 2014.  

Motion to approve Mr. DiMario’s request was made by Chairman Steele.  Motion was carried by Vice-Chairman Wagner,  seconded by Commissioner Liguori and passed with unanimous voice vote. 
· Proposed Rule Changes – Amend to include Cobalt 

DHRC rule 8.3.1.5, 8.3.2.5.1, 8.3.2.5.2.  Rule changes were proposed by the Rules Committee to the Commission.  Rule changes are consistent with RCI guidelines and are listed below: 
8.3.1.5 Class 5. Drugs in this category are therapeutic medications for which concentration limits have been established as well as certain miscellaneous agents. Included specifically are agents which have very localized action only, such as anti‑ulcer drugs, and certain antiallergic drugs., and Tthe anticoagulant drugs are also included.  Cobalt is also included, along with its own accompanying penalty recommendations.
8.3.2.5.1 Cobalt detected at or above 25 ng/kg (ppb), but below 50 ppb in blood or serum will result in placement of the                     effected horse on the “Vet’s List” until blood or serum test results are below 25 ppb.  Testing will be administered at no less than seven (7) day intervals. The cost of subsequent testing after initial finding will be conducted at owner’s expense.      

8.3.2.5.2 Cobalt detected at or above 50 ng/kg (ppb) in blood or serum will result in a minimum: $500 fine and 15-day suspension for the trainer; the owner would loss any purse money gained; and, the horse would be placed on the “Vet’s List” in accordance with the protocol detailed in 8.3.2.5.1 above.  

If approved, the proposed rules will go to the Registrar of Regulations for publication in the July issue.  There will be a 30 day period for written comments.  These rules will come back to the Commission at the August 12th Commission Meeting.

Rules will then be submitted to the Registrar of Regulation for publication in the September issue.  Rules will go final 10 days after publication.    

 Motion to approve the amended rules 8.3.1.5, 8.3.2.5.1 & 8.3.2.5.2 was made by Chairman Steele.  Motion was carried by Vice-Chairman Wagner, seconded by Commissioner Staats and passed with unanimous voice vote
.  
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· License Application-Brewer Adams 

Court Reporter from Wilcox & Fetzer took transcript of the proceedings.  

On Record: 

Mark Davis opened by stating that it is the recommendation of the DHRC staff to deny Mr. Adams’ application.  

Mr. Ben Schwartz is representing Mr. Adams.  Mr. Schwartz addressed the Commission.  He hopes to provide the Commission with enough information so that they can trust Mr. Adams and disregard the staff’s position and look to re-instate Mr. Adams.

Brewer Adams is sworn in by Court Reporter.

This hearing was recorded by a Court Reporter from Wilcox & Fetzer. (see transcript for details of the hearing)
Hearing notes:

Mr. Adams is currently licensed to race in the following states: OH- Owner/Trainer, PA- Conditional Owner/Trainer/Driver (through the end of this year at which time he can apply for a 3 year Full license) and Ontario, Canada-Owner/Trainer.

Mr. Adams currently trains his horses on his own farm in PA.  No other trainers or horses are on his property.

Current race schedule is Pocono’s and Chester, Northfield Park in Ohio in the winter, sometimes goes to Canada.

Mr. Schwartz reviewed the USTA record on Brewer Adams from 1-1-84 to 5-26-15.  USTA record is entered as EXHIBIT 1.
Mr. Adams addressed the Commission on his own behalf.   

4 Letters of recommendation are reviewed.  Letters are entered as EXHIBIT 2.

Court Reporter off the record 

Commission took recess for legal discussion at 11:00, returned at 11:10.
Commission deliberated in public session, Andrew Kerber reviewed all the options with the Commission.  

Court Reporter on record

Andrew Kerber announced that the Commission decided to table this decision so that legal advise from the D.O.J. and procedural advise from the Executive Director can be obtained.  A decision will be announced at the next DHRC Commission Meeting on August 11, 2015.  DHRC Executive Director plans to meet with Mr. Adams before the next Commission meeting in August.
· Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

     reviewed during recess
A. Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

  Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of
  May 1st through May 31, 2015.  


      
Racing statistics:


Total # of Live Racing Days =16

Total # Live Races =206

Average # races per day = 12.9

       
Delaware Owned purse retention:  Average = 71.97% 
               
License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 58 
              
Total Monthly = $3,040.00/YTD License Fee = $29,490.00
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  Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                  State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 


Frank Sullivan returned to work on May 25, 2015 


Cross training of personnel continues


OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

5-12-15 DHRC Commission Meeting 

 Weekly Meetings with Presiding Judge, Holly Ventura & Veterinarians

A.  Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Reported by: Dan Kazmaier 
Total # of Rulings: 13
Total fine amount: $1,125.00
Post-Race Positive Test: None  
Qualifier Positive Test: None  

Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  

B.  Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
Reported by: Frank Sullivan   
Total # Human Drug Tests = 17
Positive result: None 
Total # Breathalyzer tests = 754, average 47/day
Positive result – None   
Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 29, no violations/seizures
C. Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 
Reported by: Dr. Renzetti   

Total # of starters = 1,545
Post- Race Testing: 

206 Blood samples were collected.

191 urine samples (15 incomplete) were collected
Catch Rate for May = 92.68%
No accidents/deaths occurred. 
0 A-Fib, 0 Breakdown, 36 sick, 4 lame 
Discussion:
None 
Public Comment: 

None 

Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  Commission will enter in to executive session and will not return to public session.  Motion was carried, seconded and passed with unanimous voice vote.                 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:35 am.    
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 11, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Both meetings will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Center 

