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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
EXAMINING BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPISTS AND 

ATHLETICS TRAINERS

MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room A, First floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
October 23, 2007
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Gary Nowell, Chairman, Professional Member
Sharon Harris, Public Member
Ruth Ann Messick, Public Member
John Smith, Secretary, Professional Member

Steve Kotrch, Public Member
Katherine Daniello, Professional Member
Patrick McKenzie, Professional Member

MEMBERS ABSENT  
Kristen Burris, Professional Member

Denise Smith, Vice-Chairperson, Professional Member
William Holland, Professional Member

DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT

Abby Adams, Deputy Attorney General

Eileen Kelly, Deputy Attorney General

Jennifer Myer, Administrative Specialist II
ALSO PRESENT
  
None

CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Nowell called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m. 
REVIEW OF MINUTES

The Board reviewed the minutes of the August 21, 2007. Mr. Kotrch made a motion, seconded by Mr. Smith, to approve the minutes as written. The motion was unanimously carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Review of Disciplinary Order for Oliver Dofiles

The Board reviewed and signed the order revoking the license of Oliver Dofiles due to violation of 24 Del C section 2616(a)(2) and (6).
Review of Order of Suspension for Jenifer Shmunes
The Board reviewed and signed the order suspending the license of Jenifer Shmunes due to failure of the continuing education audit.
Delaware Athletic Trainers’ Association Letter

The Board again discussed the letter presented at the August 21, 2007 meeting. Ms. Adams explained that the Board could send a general letter of support of DATA’s legislative initiative to require Athletic Trainers in all of Delaware’s Public High Schools but felt the Board would be best served by waiting until a draft of the legislation was created.

The Board would like the minutes to reflect that they appreciated the presentation by Jim Malseed at the May 2007 meeting and look favorably upon this endeavor. The Board is looking forward to seeing a draft of this legislation. However, until such a time as a draft legislation is written, the Board will refrain from writing a formal letter of support.

Strategic Planning
The Board reviewed the topics they wish to explore under strategic planning. At the forefront is continuing education. The Board feels the requirements and qualifications for continuing education need to be reviewed and updated. The Board will review other state’s rules and keep continuing education review as an agenda item.
Also discussed was foreign-trained Physical Therapy Assistants. Previously, the Board was informed by Ms. Adams that our current credentialing agencies do not issue reports for PTA. However, this was based on foreign PTs applying for PTA. While most foreign countries do not have a specific PTA program, some do, such as Canada. The Board will need to evaluate how to proceed in terms of non-accredited PTA programs.
Finally, foreign-trained Physical Therapists was reviewed. The Board would like to look out how to tighten up the requirements for licensure because it seems that many foreign applicants are applying to Delaware only to get a license and move to other areas of the United States. They are not coming to work in Delaware. 

NEW BUSINESS

Review of PT/PTA/AT Applications by Examination 

Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kotrch, to approve licensure by examination for the following persons:
Brian Shipkowski (PTA)


Laura Pepper (AT)


Victoria Manis (AT)


Tracy Grieboski (PT)


Laura Nickel (PT)

The motion was unanimously carried. 
Review of PT/PTA/AT Applications by Reciprocity 
Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kotrch, to approve licensure by reciprocity for the following persons:
Brian Kedra (PT)


Donna Temple (PT)


Carolyn Puckett (PT)


Marty Fontenot (PT)


Lindsay Erwin (AT)


Kathyrn Burgwin (PT)


Timothy Flaherty (PT)


Charles Curran (PT)


Giovanna Cannizzaro (PT)

The motion was unanimously carried.

Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kotrch to table the application of  Kaska Hill (PT) until her California license status could be clarified. It is currently listed as Delinquent.
Review of Test Results 
Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kotrch, to recognize examination results for the following persons:
Tianna Rizzo

Cecille Cruz

Jennifer Bickhart

Stephanie Bender

Norma Hernandez

Stanley Rattler

Thilak Purushothaman

Mallory Laub

Nicole Brenna

Margaret Bowers

The motion was unanimously carried.

Review of Continuing Education Courses

The Continuing Education Courses set to be reviewed at this meeting are tabled until the October 2007 meeting.
Complaints Assigned

Complaints #14-05-07 and 14-06-07 were assigned to Mr. Holland

Complaint Status Updated
Complaint #14-04-07 (Mr. Smith contact person) was forwarded to the Attorney General’s Office for further review.

Correspondence

The Board reviewed a letter sent from Mr. Fred D’Alessandro requesting clarification of certain Rules and Regulations. As the Board does not give advisory opinions, Ms. Myer will send a letter referring Mr. D’Alessandro to the rules.
Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)
Ms. Myer explained the new structure for DPR that was to begin on Oct 1, 2007. The Board was hesitant about the restructure. Two members were dissatisfied that the plans were not discussed directly with the Boards beforehand. The main concern from the Board was the ability to maintain a satisfactory level of communication between team members so that the Board meetings would not be affected.

Public Comment
There was no public comment at this meeting.

Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room A, first floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Kotrch made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mackenzie, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Administrative Specialist II






