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Minutes of the Meeting Held

June 6, 2006

The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, June 6, 2006.

Committee Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chair

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway

	Sal DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA

	Hugh Gallagher, Administrator

	John Hensley, Director of Horse Racing Dover Downs

	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Jo Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner

	Judy Davis-Wilson, Director, DSBF


Absent

	Patricia Murphy, Deputy Attorney General


Others Present

	Robert Collison, Chief Investigator 

	Brian Manges, Associate Judge/Assistant Investigator


Call to Order/Welcome

Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:25 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes

Mr. DiMario made a Motion to approve the Minutes of May 9, 2006 as written, Mr. Lockhart seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion Items

· Discussion of Suggested Changes to Rule 2:  After a review of the final document and discussion of possible changes to 2.3.2, it was decided to leave it unchanged.  Mr. Gallagher moved to accept the changes from the last meeting as written, Mr. DiMario seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  These will be submitted to the Commission at the next meeting for their review and eventual submission in the formal rule making process.
· Discussion of Rule 3:  

· 3.1.2:  This section was discussed, but no changes were suggested.
· 3.2.8.5:  The Chair suggested this rule be discussed.  Mr. DiMario felt it wasn’t practical, especially for ships ins, as a horse could get an immunization and get infected the next day.  Mr. Collison reminded the members that a Commission rule can’t be made which conflicts with a Federal rule.  Further discussion included:  current practices at both tracks, trainer responsibilities, electronic Coggins lists, and the current practice of reminding licensees by the Judge’s Administrative Assistant and the Identifier.  Mr. Gallagher emphasized to the members that there are many practices and policies which need to be changed.  This administration will make changes and administer the rules as written.  He no longer wants to hear people tell him the rules say one thing, but the practice is another.  This rule is being enforced now, but there was still some feeling it should be amended.  After further discussion, it was recommended to change the rule to read ”No entry or declaration to start shall be accepted by any association in this jurisdiction without having had a negative official test for equine infectious anemia within twelve (12) months, except for in the case of paid in events.  In paid in events, no horse shall be admitted to any racetrack facilities in this jurisdiction without having had a negative official test for equine infectious anemia within twelve (12) months.” 
· Conflict of Interest:  As regards the official timer, there may be conflicts.  Mr. Lockhart said we have tip toed around this issue, but we probably should shorten up who the conflict is with—the Board of Judges, or Secretary, etc.  Neither should a vet’s assistant catch the urine of a relative’s horse.  Mr. Collison said they hear complaints every day because it is difficult to find people to do these jobs.  They are below a skeleton crew now, as many people cannot fill in due to conflict issues.  
· Discussion of “State Steward” Language Substitutions for Rule 3:  Copies of suggested changes were distributed. Everyone was asked to review with special attention to the conflict of interest rules for the next meeting.
· 3.1.4 Prohibited Practices:  Mr. Gallagher suggested it be revisited; Mr. DiMario suggested the whole thing be rewritten the application of the rules is the greatest problem.  Mr. Gallagher agreed.  Mr. Lockhart offered that 3.1.4.1 - 3.1.4.5 are not a problem, but perhaps 3.1.4.6 should be discussed.  It was generally agreed it should be reviewed.  The Chair asked everyone to review 3.4.1.5 and 3.4.1.7.6 for the next meeting.
Action Items for Next Meeting

· Discuss practical solutions for conflict of interest issues
· Review State Steward language substitutions
· Review 3.1.4.5 and 3.1.4.6
Next Meeting
Wednesday, July 12, 2006
10:15 a.m. Department of Agriculture – Secretary’s Conference Rm.
Adjournment

At 12:10 p.m., having no further business, Mr. DiMario moved to adjourn, Mr. Hensley seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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