ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER FISH MINUTES

TUESDAY, August 11, 2015
Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware

Phone 302-739-9912, FAX 302-739-6157
ADVISORY COUNCIL           


DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE

PUBLIC
1.  Edward A. Montague, Chair 


1. David E. Saveikis
 

21 Visitors
2.  Garrett Grier, Jr. Vice Chair


2. Rob Hossler
3.  Raymond F. Burris 



3. Joe Rogerson
4.  Steven M. Kendus  



4. Matt DiBona 
5.  Robert C. Nichols



5. Captain Nick Couch  



 
6.  Neal Dukes (Absent)



6. Anthony Gonzon
7.  Craig A. Karsnitz 



7. Karen Kennedy
8.  Joe C. Johnson 



 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Montague at 7:30 PM.
Agenda Item 1.   Approval of Minutes (Chairman).


A motion was made and seconded and Council voted unanimously to approve the June 30, 2015 meeting minutes as written.  
Agenda Item 2.  Habitat Restoration at Little Creek Refuge Pond Impoundment (Rob Hossler).


Rob Hossler, wildlife section administrator, provided a PowerPoint presentation on the beneficial reuse of dredge material at Little Creek Wildlife Area.  This habitat restoration project is utilizing dredged material from the Little River deepening project and pumping the material into the Refuge Pond impoundment through temporary pipelines. Management of the Refuge Pond has been limited to mostly open water since the bottom elevations were too low to effectively lower the water levels sufficient to promote beneficial wetlands vegetation.  The goal of the project is to raise the impoundment bottom elevations to improve water level management conducive to the growth of vegetation that provides better waterfowl food and habitat.  The project is scheduled to begin in mid-August, with dredging completed by October 1 of this year to avoid impacting waterfowl hunting in adjacent impoundment units.  
Agenda Item 3.  Waterfowl Status Video and Adoption of Waterfowl Seasons for 2015-2016 (Rob Hossler).

Rob Hossler, wildlife section administrator, showed a short video from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service entitled, “Status of Waterfowl – 2015 Report on North America’s Waterfowl Populations and Habitat Conditions.”
Matt DiBona, gamebird biologist, reviewed the 2015/2016 Adopted Migratory Game Bird Seasons for Delaware.  These seasons were introduced to the Council at the January 2015 and discussed and endorsed by the Council at the February 2015 meetings, respectively.   These seasons will be reviewed by the Council at tonight’s August meeting in response to any changes made by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and then formally recommended by Council and submitted to the USFWS. Mr. DiBona reported that the USFWS was recommending a reduction in the brant bag limit from two birds/day to one bird/day for this year (2015/2016 season) due to continuing concerns for potential overharvest of brant.  Mr. DiBona also noted that the sea duck season and/or bag limits will most likely be reduced next year (2016/2017 season) because these populations are not able to handle the current level of harvest.  
A motion was made and seconded and Council voted unanimously to endorse the following seasons for the Division to submit to the USFWS:  

DOVE

Sept. 1 – Sept. 26
    ½ before sunrise to sunset
Oct. 20 – Oct. 31      ½ before sunrise to sunset


Nov. 23– Jan. 13      ½ before sunrise to sunset
Limit:  15
RESIDENT CANADA GEESE

Sept. 1 – Sept. 25

½ before sunrise to sunset 


* No liberal hunting options    



Limit: 15
EARLY TEAL

Sept. 11 – Sept. 29 
Hours:  Teal season will be open all day (1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset) in limited geographic areas.  These areas are coastal areas from south of the C&D Canal to Lewes east of Routes 13, 113/113A & 1.  

Limit:  6
YOUTH HUNT

Oct. 17 and Feb. 6      

Bag may include ducks, mergansers, coots, moorhens, gallinules, Canada geese, snow geese and brant.  Standard limits apply.
DUCKS


Oct. 23 – Nov. 3 (10 days)

Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (12 days)

Dec. 18 – Jan. 30 (38 days)
Daily limit of 6 ducks (except mergansers and coots), may include 1 black duck; 4 mallards including no more than 2 hen mallards; 2 pintail; 2 canvasback; 3 wood ducks; 2 redheads; 2 scaup;  l mottled duck; 1 fulvous whistling duck; 4 scoters.  

COOTS & MERGANSERS 

Same season dates as ducks.


Limit:  Coots 15, Mergansers 5 (only 2 can be hooded mergansers)

CANADA GEESE (MIGRATORY) 

Nov. 23 – Dec. 5

Dec. 18 – Jan. 30

Limit:  2
SNOW GOOSE



Oct. 1 – Jan. 30, and Feb. 6              Limit:  25

Feb. 1 – April 9 (Conservation Order) NO LIMIT

BRANT

Dec. 22 – Jan. 2 (11 days)

Jan. 9 – Jan. 30 (19 days)

Limit:  1
 (changed from February Council  

              recommendation)
RAILS
Sept. 1 – Nov. 9





King, Clapper

Limit:  10

Sora, Virginia

Limit:  25

Gallinules, Moorhens
Limit:  15


WOODCOCK

Nov. 23 – Dec. 5 (13 days)



Dec. 12 – Jan. 12 (32 days)



Limit:  3

SNIPE





Sept. 22 – Dec. 5 (75 days)



Dec. 12 – Jan. 12 (32 days)
Limit:  8

SEA DUCKS

Sept. 29 – Jan. 30 (107 days)

Limit:  7 (No more than 4 scoters).
Within designated sea duck zone (not less than 
800 yards seaward of Delaware Bay shore or
Atlantic Ocean)

A migratory bird hunting season handout was provided to Council and the audience.

Agenda Item 4.  Future Advisory Council Meeting Schedule (Rob Hossler).


Rob Hossler, wildlife section administrator, announced that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have changed their scheduling framework for determining waterfowl seasons.  In the past, the Division would propose their seasons in January, review them in February and then have an earlier than usual Advisory Council meeting the second Tuesday in August to formally recommend the seasons in accordance with USFWS guidance.  The USFWS will now establish the season framework in October starting this year for the next year’s hunting season dates.  In response to this scheduling framework change, the Division will continue to propose seasons to the Advisory Council in January, and after discussion these seasons will be reviewed and a formal recommendation  made  by Council in February.  There will no longer be a need to have an early Council meeting in August to review USFWS changes.   

A handout of the 2015 Council meeting schedule was provided to Council members to reference in possibly changing the Council meeting schedule for 2016. 

Chairman Montague stated that the Council could possibly meet the last Tuesday in August like other meeting months and suggested that it be discussed among the Council members at a future meeting.  

Agenda Item 5. Director Update (David E. Saveikis).

Director Saveikis provided the following Division update:


Director Saveikis announced the new Icon-based Division website, which provides better interaction with web users and is designed for easy access from smartphones and tablets.  A press release will be forthcoming.  The website address is:
 http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/fw/Pages/FWPortal.aspx   
Director Saveikis reported that the General Assembly has taken no further action on H.B. #23 and H.B. #97, both of which were initiated by the General Assembly, which respectively would update handgun calibers used for deer hunting and allow use of handguns in the Department’s deer depredation programs.                                                                                                                                                                                       

H.B. #153, which was initiated by the Division to allow it to use recreational hunting, trapping, angler and boater contact information for recruitment and retention, passed the General Assembly and was signed by the Governor on July 15.

H.B. #25, initiated by the General Assembly to manage gray fox and subsequently amended by the General Assembly to limit most gray fox harvest to collateral take, also passed the General Assembly and was signed by the Governor on July 15.  Director Saveikis announced that the Department will fast-track a regulation prompted by the new law requiring gray fox harvest reporting, for which a regulation public hearing will be held in late September.   

Director Saveikis reported that the General Assembly again this year gave authority to the Department to raise fees for established fee categories after the proper public process and the approval of the applicable advisory council, but this year any fee increases for hunting, trapping or fishing licenses would also be subject to approval of the General Assembly.  Director Saveikis will provide the base information and start this process at the September Council meeting.    

Director Saveikis announced that Matt and Shelley DiBona will be leaving the Division and moving to Massachusetts.  Director Saveikis publicly thanked them for the great work they have done for the Division.  
Chairman Montague also thanked them for all the great work they had done for the Division over the years.   

A member of the audience requested to speak at a future Council meeting on the topic of selling taxidermy.   It was decided that this topic be placed on the October Council agenda since the September meeting agenda was full.
AGENDA FOR THE 9/29/2015 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

1. Approval of Minutes (Chairman).
2. Wildlife Trapping Regulations (Delaware Trapping Association).

3. Wildlife Program Revenue Update (David E. Saveikis).
4. Hunting/Trapping Fee & Conservation Access Pass Options (David E. Saveikis).
5. Director Update (David E. Saveikis).
There being no further business, a motion was made and carried that the meeting be adjourned at 8:29 PM.

Sincerely,
[image: image1.png]



Karen Kennedy

Recording Secretary
