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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

October 13, 2015 at 10:00 AM
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber,  Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,  HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI General Manager Jim Boese, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Sal DiMario DSO.,  Tom Cash
DHRC staff members:  Frank Sullivan, Dan Kazmaier
Hearing:  William B Roberts, Kathy Roberts, Bethae Robinson, Paul Scott, Lemuel Scott, Tim Torbert, Dylan Davis, Bob Kennard, Ruth & James Jones.  
Legal: Wilcox & Fetzer Court Reporter, Mr. Elio Battista Jr. representing Mr. Roberts  and Stacey Cohee for the Delaware Harness Racing Commission. 
Minutes: Donna Krol   
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:05 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
HEARING:  W Bib Roberts – Delaware Owned, Continued
The continuation of the hearing was heard on the W. Bib Roberts case and was recorded by a Court Reporter from Wilcox & Fetzer, (see transcript for details of the hearing).  Hearing was adjourned and a decision will be rendered by the Commission on or before the next DHRC Commission meeting on November 10, 2015 at 10:00am. 

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the September 8, 2015 public minutes as submitted.   Motion was carried by Vice Chairman Wagner, seconded by Commissioner Berberian and passed with unanimous voice vote.
Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

October 13, 2015
OLD Business:
No old business
New Business:  

· Delaware Bred List – Review :

Judy Davis-Wilson reviewed the DSBF Year by Years Stats (Stallions, Broodmares & Yearlings) with the Commission.  Although the numbers are down nationally, they have been stable in DE for the last 3 years. 
· Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of September 1st through September 30th, 2015.     


      
Racing statistics: July

Total # of Live Racing Days =17

Total # Live Races =215


Average # races per day = 12.6
  Total # of Starters = 1635

       
Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 79.23% 
                  *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.

               
License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 67 
              
Total Monthly = $5000.00 /YTD License Fee = $46,680.00
 Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 



Cross training of personnel continues
                Dean Armstrong Sr. resigned September 14, 2015.

                New Hire-Paddock Inspector, Joanna Miller on 10-12-15
                OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  Rules Meeting 9-1-15

  Commission Meeting 9-8-15
  Bobby Quillen Memorial Race 9-21-15

Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Total # of Rulings: 25

Total fine amount: $ 1250.00

Post-Race Positive Test: None  


Qualifier Positive Test: None  


Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  
Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

October 13, 2015

Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:

Total # Human Drug Tests = 19

Positive result: 1 Bart Bradley, Split Requested 

Total # Breathalyzer tests = 846, average 50/day

Positive result – None   

Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 40 no violations/seizures

Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 

Reported by: Mark Davis    


Total # of starters = 1635


Post- Race Testing: 


218 Blood samples were collected.


187 urine samples (31 incomplete) were collected

Catch Rate = 85.29%

No accidents/deaths occurred. 

1 A-Fib, 0 Breakdown, 40 sick 

Public Comment: 

None 

Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  Commission will enter in to executive session and will not return to public session.  Motion was carried, seconded and passed with unanimous voice vote.                 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm.    
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next DSBF Board Meeting is scheduled for 2016 date to be determined  

All meetings will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Center 

