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             Governor’s Advisory Council to the Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health

Chapel – Herman M. Holloway, Sr. Campus
Thursday, October 15, 2015 - 9:00 a.m. 
Members Present: 
Jack Akester,    Helena Carter, Robert Daniels, John Evans, Andrea Guest, Jim Martin, Susan Phillips
Members Excused: 
Patricia Ayers, Anthony Brazen, Devon Degyansky, Thomas Hall
Members Absent:     Janice Jolly, James Lafferty, George Meldrum, Joanna Rieger 
Associate Members Present:    Dan Hoeftman, Bruce Lorenz, Charles Sygowski
Associate Members Excused:   Lynn Fahey
Associate Members Absent:  Florence Alberque, Lisa Furber, James Lark, Edie McCole, John McKenna
Interested Parties Present:  
 Elizabeth Booth, Steven Dettwyler, Bryan Gordon, Thomas Johnson, Barbara Bell
	Topic
	Discussion
	Action

	Call to Order/Introductions
	Vice Chair Jack Akester called the meeting to order at 9:15a.m. And welcomed everyone in attendance.  Meeting participants were invited to introduce themselves and share their affiliation.   

 
	

	Review and Approval of Minutes 
	
	A correction was made to the minutes from September 17, 2015 to retract the statement “fish oil is more effective than anti-psychotic medicines”.   The minutes were not approved since there was no quorum.  

	Chairman’s Report


	Vice Chair Jack Akester reported in Chairman James Lafferty’s absence.  He states nomination for chair and vice-chair should be sent to Bruce Lorenz or Lynn Fahey.  There will be a vote on them at November’s meeting.
He introduced Kathy Dettwyler and Faith Kuehn to talk about the Spiral Cemetery Project.  They explained that this is a plan to honor the memories of the 776 people who were primarily residents of Delaware State Hospital who are buried in this cemetery.  The only identifier on each marker is a number.  The Friends Committee is commissioning artist with SPMIs from across the state to create the mosaic tiles and other artwork that will be displayed on the monument.  DHSS is contributing about half the cost and the Friends Committee is committed to raising the rest.  There will be a tour of the cemetery on 10/29 and 11/14 from 1:00pm - 2:00pm.

This project has 3 parts which are to construct a monument to list the names along with the marker number and to receive a Delaware Historical marker which Senator McBride and Representative JJ Johnson are in agreement and have provided funding.  Lastly, a document on the background of the hospital and the people buried there.  There will be a dedication ceremony of the monument on May 9, 2016.
  
	

	Director’s Report
	Steve Dettwyler reported in Mike Barbieri absence.  Steve states RFPs are out for 3 residential programs.  This will expand residential treatment from 78 beds to 95 throughout the state.  There will be a 16 bed facility for men and a 16 bed facility for women in Dover.  In addition, Wilmington will also be getting a 16 bed facility for women.  Governor Bacon campus is closing and they are downsizing to a 47 bed facility.  Youth residential will be getting a 16 bed facility in Wilmington and another one in Sussex County.  

The second detox center in Harrington is scheduled to open on 10/26/2015

Contracts are being awarded for people providing sober living.  There are roughly 60 now and the new contracts will increase another 60.

RFPs are out for the PROMISE program for supported employment, nursing services, respite care, etc.

	

	
	
	

	Standing Committee Reports:
	
	     

	            Children’s Committee
	Helena Carter reported that was incorrect in the minutes that Fish Oil is as effective as anti-psychotic medication for children.
	

	            Employment Committee
	Andrea guest stated that on 10/05/2015 they hosted a summit to develop strategies for youth/young adults around employment services.  They hired a peer support specialist Kelly Lyons who will establish peer groups in all 3 counties.  There will be an adult support person with each group.
	

	            Membership Committee
	Jack Akester states there are 15 full members.  He remarked that attendance has not been good pointing out that out of the 15 only 7 were in attendance which is not a quorum.  He also noted that of the out of the 9 associate members only 3 were there.  
	

	
Community Services Committee
	Jim Martin states the last month has been very busy.  There was a homeless summit.  Christiana Care has started a new program.  He mentioned a Community Health Worker will be working with Healthy Neighborhoods.  Hearing Voices support groups are developing across the state.  Suicide prevention activities are increasing across the state.  There was a public hearing on the proposed psychiatric hospital in Sussex county.  October 8th there were statewide depression screenings in 20 different locations in Delaware.
	

	            DPC Advisory Committee
	Jack Akester reported that Greg Valentine and his employees are working on a multi-year plan to cover all issues.  Art Therapy will continue.  There was a discussion concerning how to provide services to aggressive clients.  A captain from Troop 2 may come to the next DPC meeting.
	

	Old Business 
	None
	

	New Business
	 None
	

	Public Comment
	None
	     

	Meeting Adjourned 
	A motion was made that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
	The committee approved the adjournment.  
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