Developmental Disabilities Council

Consumer Caucus Meeting Minutes
February 13, 2016
Ches Del Restaurant, Port Penn, DE

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Members Present:  Joey Merritt, Chair, Barbara Monaghan, Bill Monaghan, Tina Fields, Tommy Fields, Sue Ellen Powell, Tara Bustard

Staff:  Pat Maichle

Guests:  Aide for Sue Ellen
I. Introduction of Members – Everyone introduced themselves.
II. Approval of Agenda – The Agenda was approved as submitted.
III. Approval of Minutes – The Minutes of the 11/14/15 meeting were approved as submitted.
IV. March DDC Meeting – Prepare – The Members reviewed the Agenda for the upcoming DDC meeting.  Everyone was comfortable with the items on the Agenda.  Pat reminded them that there will be a guest speaker from Medicaid (DMMA).  She will be there to discuss the Medicaid for Workers with Disabilities.  Pat explained what that is and asked the Members to come to the meeting with prepared questions for Ms. Hansen.
V. Budget Process – JFC Hearings – Pat reminded the Members of the Joint Finance Committee hearings that are happening in February.  The Members of the Delaware People First organization plan to testify at the DHSS hearings on March 24th.  Others will try to contact their legislators to talk with them about issues that affect them on a daily basis.
VI. Self-Advocacy – Update – Ari Ne’eman will be the guest speaker at the February 23rd Delaware People First meeting.  He will talk about self-advocacy.  He may also speak at the Self-Advocacy Conference in April if he is available.  Bill will get in touch with him to see if he is able to be there.  If not, Bill will contact other speakers to see their availability.
VII. Strategic Planning for People First – Update – DPF are currently working on a Plan of Goals and objectives for one year.  After a year they will update the Plan to move forward.  The biggest activity now is planning the Conference on April 16th.  Everyone is working on preparations to make it a success.
VIII. Strategic Planning – DDC – The Council has been gathering information for the past year to inform the decision-making of the Members in the development of our next 5 year state plan.  The Retreat for the development of Goals and objectives will be on April 7th, all day.  All DDC Members are strongly encouraged to attend and play an active part in this new plan.  There will also be a ½ day Retreat on April 29th to complete the process of development of the plan.
IX. Supported Decision-Making – The planned Summit for SDM will be on April 15th at the Duncan Center in Dover.  This is a free event with lunch provided.  We are also offering free CLEs for attorneys who may attend the Summit.  Jonathan Martinis is the primary speaker at the Summit along with Tina Campanelli, Susie King and Samantha Crane.
X. Other Business – No other business was discussed.
XI. Adjournment – The next meeting is planned for May 21st at the Ches Del Restaurant at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting adjourned by 11:30 a.m.
