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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
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TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748



Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

November 10, 2015 at 10:00 AM
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, DSBF Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson,  Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley, HRI General Manager Jim Boese, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, Sal DiMario DSOA. 
DHRC staff members:  Frank Sullivan, Dan Kazmaier
Licensee Filing Appeal: Joseph Hundertpfund Jr. 
Licensee Subject to Hearing:  William B Robert & Kathy Roberts  
Legal: Wilcox & Fetzer Court Reporter, Mr. Elio Battista Jr. representing Mr. Roberts  and Stacey Cohee for the Delaware Harness Racing Commission. 
Minutes: Judy Davis-Wilson    
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:15 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the October 13, 2015 public minutes as submitted.   Motion was carried by Commissioner Jack Berberian, seconded by Commissioner Staats and passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:

No old business
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New Business:  

APPEAL:  Joseph Hundertpfund Jr. 
Appeal of Reciprocity, DHRC Rule 10.4.2

Mr. Hundertpfund spoke to the Commission regarding his rulings in Maryland. Mr. Hundertpfund Jr. had three equine Post Race positives at Ocean Downs as follows:

Date: 8-9-15, Special T Rocks, Methylprednisolone (Class 4)  Fined $1000.00 , Horse Disqualified, Placed 0, Purse Redistribution. 
Date: 8-10-15 Czech with Jan, Flumethasone (Class 4) 15 day Full Suspension, loss of purse
Date: 8-16-15 Special  T Rocks, Methylprednisolone (Class 4)  
Maryland uses the Multiple Medication Violation point system so Mr. Hundertpfund Jr. had accumulated 3 points which resulted in an additional 30 days full suspension added to the 15 day suspension.  In total he had a $1000.00 fine and a 45 day full suspension.  COMAR Case # 15-MRCH-03. Appeals before the Maryland Racing Commission were denied and ruling was upheld.

Mr. Hundertpfund Jr. presented his case to the Commission.  These are not performance enhancing drugs and can be found on any veterinarian truck.   He feels the $1000.00 fine is too high and 45 days suspension is too strong for therapeutic medications that he used for summertime sinus problems in the horses.  Mr. Hundertpfund Jr. also felt that if he had a MD address he would not have been treated so harshly.  
DHRC Rules:   10.4.2 &  10.4.2.1

10.4.2 Appeals of Reciprocal Rulings

10.4.2.1 Persons subject to rulings in other jurisdictions shall have the right to request a hearing before the Commission to show cause why such ruling should not be enforced in Delaware.

Mr. Hundertpfund Jr. asked the Commission not to uphold the additional 30 day suspension imposed by the MMV point system.  Under reciprocity, the additional 30 day suspension would prevent him from racing in Delaware for 45 days.   After discussion by the Commission, a motion was made by Commissioner Berberian to not uphold the MD MMV suspension of an additional 30 days.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Liguori, and passed with unanimous voice vote.
Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of October 1st through October 31st, 2015.     


      
Racing statistics: October 

Total # of Live Racing Days = 13

Total # Live Races =171


Average # races per day = 13.1
  Total # of Starters = 1306

       
Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 81.68% 
                  *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.
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License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 225
              
Total Monthly = $13,513.00 /YTD License Fee = $86,309.00
 Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 



Cross training of personnel continues
                OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  Commission Meeting 10-13-15
  Dover Downs Pre Meet Inspection on 10-19-15
  Move to Dover Downs 10-26 & 10-27-15

  DSBF Board Meeting 10-28-15

  Personnel interviews 10-27-15

  Brandon Givens follow up meeting 10-29-15

· Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Total # of Rulings: 11

Total fine amount: $ 1575.00

Post-Race Positive Test: None  


Qualifier Positive Test: None  


Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  
· Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:

Total # Human Drug Tests = 14

Positive result: None  

Total # Breathalyzer tests = 646, average 49/day , Positive result – None   

Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 29 no violations/seizures
· Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 

Reported by: Mark Davis    


Total # of starters = 1306

Post- Race Testing: 


170 Blood samples were collected.


160 urine samples (10 incomplete) were collected

Catch Rate = 87.07%

No accidents/deaths occurred. 

2 A-Fib, 0 Breakdown, 23 sick
HEARING DECISION:  W Bib Roberts – Delaware Owned, Continued
Agreement has been reached between W Bib Roberts and the Commission.  Stacey Cohee read the agreement into the public record and will provide copies to the Commission of the plea agreement.  

Public Comment: 

None 
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Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  Commission will enter in to executive session and will not return to public session.  Motion was carried, seconded and passed with unanimous voice vote.                 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:16 a.m.    
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
Next DSBF Board Meeting is scheduled for 2016 date to be determined  

All meetings will be held at Department of Agriculture – Conference Center 

